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Part I

Zhilin was an officer in the Russian army of the
Caucasus. vOne day in summer he got a letter from
his old mother at home.

-Dear Son,
I am now very old, and I want to see you before 5
I die. Please come and see me. Also, I have
been looking for a bride for you. I have found
a girl. She is pretty and has property.” If you
. like her, you-can marry and settle down together.
_ Your mother 10
Zhilin wanted to see his mother before she died.

o SO
SR

Zhiiin (*3ilin) ﬁ-ﬁ(}kﬁ)o thé Caucasus [‘kokasos) MmaEIL
B (ERBRHBIZBREEN, KFEZHERMER the )o prop-
erty (‘prapets] fiE, settle down EETHo
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2 A Prisoner in the Caucasus

He wanted to have a wife. So the next day he asked
his colonel to let him leave the army for a short
time. He was told that he could go.

In those days there was war in the Caucasus. The

Russians were fighting the Tartars. It was very dan-
gerous for Russians to travel outside the fortress. It
was only safe to travel with many soldiers.
" Twice a week the soldiers would march along the
road with many wagons and brought food and other
things to the fortress. The soldiers and wagons moved
very slowly. '

Zhilin was on his horse and-so he could go fast.
He would sometimes ride ahead to look for Tartars.

When he was a long way ahead, another Russian
officer came up to him and said, “Zhilin, let’s ride
on ahead together. The sun in the Caucasus is very
hot. I am hungry. I want to get something to eat.”

This officer’s name was Kostuilin.  Zhilin and
Kostuilin Were friends. i .

“But,” said Zhilin, “don’t let’s go too far ahead of

colonel ('kznl) ki ; Mk, he could go ffiFfLik (RERBEAERY
—¥#) Im thnoe days EBY; ZE30B5B, the Tartars (‘tartez]

"RBA. fortress fdh; ¥, He would sometimes ~ {i%

B~ GENA would RETAXTAMMYERESIE), a long way

- ahead MM,  Kostuilin (‘kastjuilin) WA (AR)o don’t

let’s go ~ <ﬂlaﬁﬁ9.
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the soldiers. We mlght be attacked by Tartars.

“Don’t worry,” said Kostuilin. “I have a gun.”

Kostuilin wanted to leave the soldiers and the
wagons, but Zhilin was still afraid of Tartars.

Zhilin said: “Before we go, let' me go to the top
of this hill and look and see if there are any Tartars.”

Zhilin’s horse was strong and fast, and in a few
minutes he was at the top of the hill. When he got
to the top, he saw thirty Tartars on horses. At once
he turned and rode very quickly to the foot of the
hill. - He called to Kostuilin to use the gun, but
Kostuilin’ fode awéY as quickly as he could when he
saw the Tartars. Zhilin did not understand what he
was doing.

Zhilin was angry because Kostuilin did not shoot
the gun at the Tartars. Zhilin tried to ride back to
the Russian soldiers. However, before he could turn
his horse, the Tartars started to shoot at him. One
shot hit his.horse and the horse fell. '

Zhilin was not a big man. When the horse fell on
top of him, hé could not get up. He tried to fight
with his sword but the Tartars came quickly and

We might be attacked ~ REIBTESANE, pee if ~ H%
RE~ ; ina few minutes W3 WFIo as quickly as he
cogld {Btki, turn  WF. fell on top of him A
&b,  with his sword (sord, sord) LI,
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4 A Prisoner in the Caucasus -

held him. - 7

One of the Tartars said: “Take off your boots and
give them to me” Zhilin did as he was told. The
Tartar then said: - “Give me your money and put out
your hands. I am going to tie them.”

One of the Tartars Went over to I.’hllms horse and
killed it with a knife. Then he took the saddle.

The Tartars put Zhilin on a horse with one of their
soldiers. Everyone began tg ride toward the moun-
tains. As they rode, Zhilin had a lot ¢f pain, Blood
was coming from his head and some of it came into
his eyes. This made it very difficult to see. There
was a lot of pain in his hands and arms because of
the ropes. _

They rode and rode. They rode across a river to
a road. The road went through a long valley. Zhilin
tried to see where he was,
but it was very difficult
because of the blood which
was in his’ eyes. ' '

held him 3, as he was told BEHRMBNE (&80,
put out your hands {*H}ﬁ:&ﬁ!?o " went over to~ &I~
il made it very difficult to see L REEER (K,

(it=to see) because of ~ B~z #,
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They rode from ‘mountain to mountain until it
became dark. When the sun had gone behind the
mountaihs, they came to a Tartar village. There
were many dogs, and they barked at Zhilin.
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The children threw stones at him and cried: “Let’s
kill the Russian.” The leader of the Tartars came and
said to their parents: “Tell your children to stop
throwing stones.”

- -They stopped at once. Everyone did what the

leader said. He then told a man to take the ropes
off of Zhilin. The man did it.

- -~ Zhilin was hungry, but they did not give him food.
" Instead they took him to a small house for animals

and told that he must sleep there. ,

“The next morning Zhilin looked out of the window
when the sun came up. There were mountains eve-
rywhere. ' There was a dog lying on the road.' He
saw some of the houses of the Tartars. They looked
small and poor. The walls were made of i’rlud After
a few minutes he saw a girl in a beautlful dress
walkmg down the mountam with a large jug. She
was holdmg a child by the hand. The child was only
weanng a shu't. They both went into one of the
houses.

- When Zh111n saw the jug, he thought about how
thirsty he was. Then he saw some children and he
tried to tell them that he wanted some water. They

- take the ropes off of Zhilin #¥H % LiIEM MBI (BK : I could

not keep my eyes off of her. RAEEIERREHS LBBA), he
saw ~ walking down... EF~ETF~
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would not bring him water. They only made fun of
‘him. He shouted at them in Russxan “Get out of
here, or I’ll take my. sword and kill you.”
They ran away
~ While. he was lookmg for someone to bring h1m
water, the door opened and two Tartars came in.
One was the Tartar Ieader He had a'red beard The
. other one had black eyes and dark skin. He also had

a beard Both Tartars had kmves in their belts and '

wore beautiful caps
The red- bearded Tartar did not seem fnendly, but
the dark Tartar came up to Zhilin and tried to talk

to him. ThlS was dlﬂicult because Zhlhn did not
speak the Tartar language and the Tartar did not

speak the Russxan language However Zhilin made
the dark Tartar understand that he was very thlrsty
and wanted some water. The dark Tartar sent for
his daughter. o o
When she came he asked: “Have you ever ‘seen

a Russian before?” She said no. “Well take a good

look at him. He is a Russian oﬁicer He is thlrsty
Run and get him some water.” When she brought a

would not ~ FEE~ made fun of ~ WF~ shouted at
[ ~pigik, red-bearded L8 FHY (28 oneeyed man BBHH
Ao made~understand that... H~BEM GEHN), sent for ~
A RIE~H%Ko ‘take a good look at him ML E Ao
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Jug of water, Zhilin drank all of it. Then her father
said: “Go and get him some bread” ,

After Zhilin ate the bread ‘the two Tartars and
the girl got out of the house and locked the door

After a little whlle a servant came and told Zhilin
to come with him. The servant d1d not speak Rus-
sian, but Zhilin understood what he wanted and went
with hlm “The servant led the way It was dlfﬁcult
for Zhilin to walk because he ‘still had some pain.

As he walked, he could” seé that the v111age had
more than ten houses and a small. church. In front'
of one of the'hohée‘s there were three horses. Each
horse had a ”saddle The dark Tartar came out of
this house and told Zhilin to come in. |

The 1n51de of the house was clean and beautxful o
There were many thmgs made of silver, and there
were fine rugs on the'ﬂoor vae ’I‘artar men were ‘
in the house including the red-bearded Tartar They
all sat on rugs. In front of them were cakes which
they were eatmg with butter. They were drmkmg ‘
Tartar beer. The dark Tartar told Zhilin to sit on -

As he walked B, ( -~ While he was walking )
more than ten houses . --®]/; & ( more than RAERIL~, 7xeD
dilM .~.J.,L,.’_,-.._‘)q many things (which were) made of silver
(AN YO DL LS rugs Mo Cilids 4 ERIBEYNE carpet ),
including ~ 1§, ~ In front of them were cakes {Efi{fRTH
FEREGo ) M L Ladd cakes Do
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the floor but he said: “Do not sit on one of the rugs.
Rugs are only for Tartars” Zhilin sat on the floor.

‘The men did not give him any food. He wanted

to eat very much, but when they had finished, a
woman came ‘in and took the dishes away. Then she
brought some water, and the men washed their hands,
prayed for a few minutes, and talked for a while.
Zhilin -did not understand what they were saying.
Aftef'a few minutes one man came to Zhilin and
spoke to him in Russian.

“The name of the-man with the red beard is Kazi
and the other man is Abdul” said the man. “Kazi is
our leader and he has sold you to Abdul. You must
do as Abdul tells you.”

Zhilin said nothing.

Abdul began to talk and he asked the man to tell

Zhilin what he was saying. The man said: “Write a
letter to your family and tell them to send money.
If your family send the money, we’ll return you to
the Russian army.”

“How much money do you want?” asked Zhilin.

After they talked together, they said: “We want
three thousand rubles.”

“My family is not rich,” said Zhilin. “My family

Kazi ['kazi] £8H(A%)o _ Abdul ('abdul] FHHECASR),
as Abdul tells you MBFEIHHEEHERY (E8).  ruble [‘rubl)
BA(RE KSR, .
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10 A Prisoner in the Caucasus

does not have three thousand rubles.”

Abdul wanted to know how much money Zhllm’
family had. Zhilin told him that the family had about
five hundred rubles. Abdul became very angry and
began to speak quickly and loudly. Zhilin did not
understand. _

The man who spoke Russian told Zhilin: “Abdul
has paid Kazi two hundred rubles for you. He wants
to make a lot of money from you, and so you must
write to your family and ask for three thousand ru-
bles. If you do nat write, you will be ‘beaten.”

Zhilin was a brave man, and so when he became
angry, he spoke bravely. He stood up and said: “If
you ask for three thousand rubles, you will get noth-
ing. You must accept five hundred rubles because
that is all the money that my family has.”

They were surprised that Zhilin spoke to them in
that way. One of the men became angry and wanted
to hit Zhilin, but the others told him not to do it.

“He is a brave young man,” said one of the men.
“It will be all right if his family pays only one thou- -
sand rubles.”

“My family has only five hundred rubles,” said-
for you BR(TifTEILE), (2% : 1 gave a dollar for it. BfFH
—#®EE)  make a lot of money from you fE{R EBRR S
write to ~ H{E{~ ask for ~ ER~




A Prisoner in

the Caucasus

11




10

15

12 ) A Prisoner in th Caucasus

Zhilin. “If you kill me, you will get nothing.”

The Tartars did not know ’what to do and so they
began to talk. At last they sent for a servant and
told him to do something. The-*servant went out of
the house and came back in a few minutes. He
brought ‘Kestuilin thh him. HlS hands and feet were
tied .with a rope. S : oL

Kostuilin'sat down next to Zhllm and they began
to talk: Kostullm said:. “Whes 1 &W you, ‘coming
down the hill, I tried to shoot the*gun at the Tartars,
but it would not,work, and so-I tned to ride to the
Russian soldiers. I wanted to get help. My horse
ran for a short while and then stopped. The Tartars
caught me and brought me here” =

Abdul stood up and pointed to the two of them.

Abdul said to Zhilin through. his 1ntérpreter “Your
friend has alzjeady sent a letter to his family and has
asked for five thousand rubles. He will be given
good food and ‘will not be hurt.”

Zhilin said: “My friend’s family is rich and SO they
can send five thousand rubles. My family is poor

did not know what to do REIEMAREF ( what to do RIEHE
), in a few minutes MFEM, . When 1 saw vou coming
down ~ kE?’H’I”iE'F'\;H#Q it would not work (EEAET
(ARem Ak 7 %ﬁ‘l%%‘*ﬂ:ﬂ’]ﬁﬁﬁ:o BHBLEE—THAK would
not ), fur a short while —§ R ; AAo
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and so they can send only five hundred rubles. If
you do not want five hundred rubles, kill me.”
Abdul stood up and walked over to Zhilin. He yee
him a pen and some paper and said: "Very w.ll
Write to your family and ask for five hundred ruble:;
“Well,”>said Zhilin, “I will write to my familv if
you will untie my hands, give me clothes, shoes,
good food.  And ‘let. my. friend here and me stayv to-
gether.” e ’ X
Abdul said: “I wil gWe you clothes, shoes, and
good food. I will allow you to stay :together. But:
your legs will be tied se-that vou canmot walk very
well.” ' ' -
Zhilin wrote ‘the letter but he put the wrong ad-
dress on the envelope.

Very well Uit ; Btfs  Well BB, if you will — I,
FRIERS R~T36 Cif ~ will K MEMHIME)e et my friend
here and me stay together ¢ 1k7ci; MMM AR E—4E, wrong
S (LKLY MR wrong Bl the Do




Part III
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When night came, .Zhilin iand Kostuilin were taken

to a very small house. ,'-l';l,)ey—werf given some; food

and water, and the segwant-brought some clothes for
them. The servant locked the door.

Kostuilin was waiting and waiting - for the money
to come, but Zhilin knew that his letter would never
get to his mother.. Meanwhile Zhilin was making
plans to run away. \ '

Abdul wanted Zhilin to write another letter, but
he did not do it because he knew that his mother
did not .even have five hundred -rubles. The only
money she had was the money her son had sent her
from the army. v

Zhilin could do many things with his hands, and -

5 'so one day he made a doll and put it on top of the

little house. The first to see it was Dina, the daugh-
ter of Abdul. She told the women of the village
about it, and they came and laughed at it. ' Zhilin
Meanwhile (‘minhwarl] 30 ; E38§, had sent (HEEMZAD
DARLGED, GERBFAZBETRA)  on top of ~ E~ZE
(BREFE), — Dina (‘dma) HMAR) |




