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Unit | Flying Abroad

Scene 1

It was July 23, 2007. In the line before the customs officers, at
the Shanghai Airport, in China, a pretty Chinese girl was waiting. In
the purple skirt and purple shirt and with the beauty spot over her
left eye, she was very attractive in the airport. She was Ding Rui
and her English name was Jane Ding. She was flying to New York,
the USA. She was admitted by Columbia University six months ago
and got the visa last month. Her future major was bioscience to
have her daddy’s dream come true.

Ding Rui was next to a girl in one-piece black skirt and with
shoulder-length hair. It was her turn to check in.

“My Goodness, you have so many soft drinks with you,” A
Chinese lady customs officer suddenly shouted:

“I am sorry. | like the soft drink -Wang Lao Ji so much because
of its Chinese flavor. | am going to study in Germany for two years.
A friend of my daddy Arvo told us it was hard to buy the soft drink
in Germany,” said the girl,

“l am afraid you should drink them before you get on the
board or throw them into garbage cans,” said the officer, “All drinks
bought outside the airport can’t be taken on to the plane because
of the danger of terrorist attacks,”

“I will do it,” said the girl disappointedly.

After checking in, Ding Rui saw a lot of duty-free shops one
after another in the international part of the Pudong Airport in
Shanghai. Since there were more than two hours before the flight

took off, she went window shopping. She found everything in
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the duty free shops is high quality, very expensive and must be
paid for with hard currency. Out of duty-free shops, she checked
the information board. Her flight was at gate 36. On her way to
gate 36, she saw the girl in one-piece black skirt was giggling and
talking with the people around her. There was a tin of Wang-Lao-Ji
in everybody’s hand. She suddenly saw Ding Rui. She came up with
a tin of the drink.

“Beauty. You were next to me. | am Li Yi, a student now in,
Munich University’s Medical School. My major is surgery. Will you
like to enjoy the motherland taste? Last tin and last time,” said
she in English:

Ding Rui took the tin.

“Ding Rui. A freshman of Columbia University. Bioscience
Major. Please call me Jane, it’s my English name. How do you know
| speak English?” said she.

“l heard you talking with the American couples in the line
before customs,” said Li Yi.

They two talked and walked toward the airport seats.

“When will you board?” asked Ding Rui.

“In three hours. My flight is delayed. How about you?”

“I should stay for another one and half hours.”

“Why is there nobody to see you off?” asked Li Yi.

“My parents have done it too many times. This time | told
them, ‘Your baby eagle should learn to fly herself. | should learn
to be independent in a country of individualists. If you follow me
to the airport, | will refuse to leave China. You know me’,” Ding Rui
said.

Li Yi giggled again. “Interesting! Sit down please. My
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independent Girl. | really expect somebody should have seen
me off. But my daddy and mummy are both in Germany and my
grandparents are too old to see me off at the airport,” said she.

“Your English is so good.”

“Thank you. My grandparents are both English Professors in
Fudan University. They said many Germans can speak English very
well.”

“Well, a lucky bird should be together with us. Here is my
email address, please contact me later.”

“I'will. Here’s mine.”

At the moment, Ding Rui just felt her eyes being covered by a
pair of hands. “Who?” shouted she. “Oh, | know. Sarah Xu.”

Sarah Xu loosed her hands and said, “How do you know it’s
me?”

“By your smell, my friend.” said, Ding Rui.

Sarah laughed and said, “You have a dog’s nose.”

Ding Rui introduced them: “Sarah, this is Li Yi. She is now
studying in the Munich University, a future surgeon. This is Sarah
Xu. A student of the Mid Sweden University. She’s a Science
Major.”

Sarah Xu and Li Yi said “How do you do!” to each other.

“l am so lucky to run into both of you. My flight’s been
delayed 4 hours and | don’t know what to do with the time,” said
Sarah.

“I am afraid there is not so much. | have to say Bye Bye about
an hour,” said Ding Rui.

“My flight is delayed, too. We will be together at least for two

and half hours. God bless us. English, German and Swedish are
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sisters in the same Language Branch, Indo-European Language
Family3. We sisters get together here,” said Li Yi.

“I have learnt much about Swedish People. People with short
power distance4. The people there have a very harmonious and
peaceful life,” said Li Yi.

“But there are still quite a lot of drinking fish,” said Sarah Xu.

Li Yi giggled again.

“l hope you won’t drink,” said she.

“No” said Sarah,“We have long winter times, and the hardest
side of it is the darkness or the short daylight in that part of the
year.”

“So you love Summer days very much,” said Ding Rui.

“In Sweden, sunny days are not found every season,” said
Sarah.

“My daddy transferred planes in Moscow airport last year.
He said it was necessary to take off your shoes for a safety check,”
said Ding Rui.

“What they are doing is checking all shoes in American and

European airports.” said Li Yi.
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Scene 2

It is time to get on the flight. Ding Rui said good bye to Li Yi
and Sarah Xu. She walked downstairs at the sign of Gate 36 and
walked into a corridor. There are free China Daily and New York
Times. She took one China Daily and one New York Times. When
she got on the plane, the airhostess directed her to her seat that
was an aisle one. There was an announcement:

“Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The crew of United Airlines, Flight UA716 has the pleasure
of welcoming you aboard. Would you please put your seat in the
upright position, fasten your seat belts and lock your table in
place. We will be taking off in a few minutes. You are reminded
that smoking is not permitted at any time during flight. Use of
all electronic equipment is banned during taking off and landing.
Please make sure your telephone is switched off for the duration
of the flight. Please use your ‘call button’ if you require assistance,
our crew will attend to your needs. Thank you for choosing the
United Airlines.”

Ding Rui fastened her safety belt and looked out of the
window. The airplane was taxiing to its runway. Suddenly her
ears felt a little uncomfortable and she knew the airplane was
taking off. She opened her bag and took the book“Harry Potter
and the Order of the Phoenix”. She started to read. She felt it was
necessary to go to restroom. She unfastened the belt and stood
up. She walked to the restroom. A stewardess extended her two

hands in parallel with two palms facing floor, then raised one
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slantingly. Ding Rui understood the gesture. She indicated that she
should go back because the airplane was still taking off. Ding Rui
followed her order.

Time went quickly. Now they were near Japan and it was
lunch time. Two stewardesses serviced rice, Japanese sashimi,
coffee and other soft drinks. The girl in the window seat put her
share of sashimi into Ding Rui’s plate.

“Please help me. | can not enjoy it,” said she.

“Thank you,” said Ding Rui.

“It is interesting to enjoy another country’s meal when the
airplane flies near her, ” thought she.

Ding Rui had a nice sleep. When she woke up, she was over
the USA. She was very excited. She looked out of the window and
saw thousands of cars along the roads. The cars were one after
another. They were so small that they seemed like toy cars.

Ding Rui thought aloud: “The USA is nothing but cars.”

The stewardess handed her a customs form to fill out.

Another announcement: “Ladies and Gentlemen, the airplane
is about to land. Please fasten your seatbelt.”

That was San Francisco Airport. Ding Rui walked out of the
gate towards the USA customs officers. After she answered
guestions such as “Where will she go?” and her passport and visa
were checked, she had her thumb print recorded and her photo
taken against a blackboard with numbers on it. After checking out,
she walked with crowds. She suddenly saw Anna and Jennifer who

came to pick her at the airport.
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