A GLIMPSE OF MOUNTAINS
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FOREWARD

Gao Ertai

For those who have never set foot on China’s northwest highlands, I don’t know what kind
of feeling Du Yuan’s paintings evoke. But to someone who has lived there for thirty years,
the bald mountains, meandering paths, desolate hamlets, and sparse trees of his works are
able to touch the subtle chords of my heart. I am brought back to the expansive landscapes
which I call my second hometown, and to the melancholic nostalgia intertwined with sand,
dust, manure, and the smoke from village chimneys. Du Yuan’s brush creates a bitterness
overflowing on the broad territories of China’s neglected Northwest. This achievement is
possible only for him, a man born and bred on this land, which, in turn, has endowed him
with the vision and technique essential for the greatness of his art. In other words, his art
springs forth from his life. Therefore, when the sages say, “Thick soil and deep water breed

profound art,” Du Yuan comes to mind.

August 14, 2009






B
Trees
2008

Lncised, 68cmX68cm






AR ALY 1

Spring Arrives in Western Mountain
2008

Lncised, 68cmX68cm






=A
March
2008

Lncised, 68cmX68cm






LIEAN
The Willows

2008
Lncised, 68cmX68cm






10

ik,
The Ridge
2008

Lncised,

68cmX68cm



