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FOREWORD

In many Asian countries as well as in Europe and the USA,
Chinese has emerged as one of the important languages to learn.
There seems to be a sense of urgency about the need to acquire this
language due to the rapidly growing economic importance of China.
The Chinese government is also actively encouraging the learning of
Chinese as a foreign language through its international network, and
Chinese is increasingly promoted as an instrumental language in the
light of globalisation processes.

For these reasons, research and publication on the Chinese
language especially its role in Asia and beyond are essential. This
volume of papers addresses many issues concerning the Chinese
language in an Asian context. They address, in different ways, links
between language and nationalism, language and identity, dialects of
Chinese, linguistic features of Chinese, Chinese language teaching
and Chinese literature. Chinese language in different communities is
examined to look at trends in research on Chinese and the teaching of
Chinese from various viewpoints. In bringing together the different
studies in this volume, it is hoped that many will benefit from the
discussions on Chinese and that this volume will generate more
interest in this area. The editors, Chong Siew Ling and Chiah Seng,
and the contributors are to be congratulated for this important
contribution to the field of Chinese language and lin guistics.

Professor Dr. Azirah Hashim

Dean

Faculty of Languages and Linguistics
University of Malaya
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