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Abstract

This dissertation attempts at portraying a social picture of rural
local system in the jlangnan delta(Gr.#) from the fourteenth to the
severiteenth century through an analysis of Liang Zhang (#&£ %) .Li Jia
(L %) & C. In my study Jiangnan refers primarily to the five prefec-
tures around Lake Tai (Tai Hu X #1): among them three prefec-
tures, i. e- , Suzhou(# M), Songjiang (#:ir), Changzhou (i #)
belonged to Southern ZhiLi(# # #), and the other two, JiaXing (&
#£) and Huzhou (M) to Zhejiang (Hiix).

I owed a great deal to those researches of the Ming-Qing Social-
economic history, which I considered it very necessary to introduce in
Chapter 1, including their titles. Points of view and their authores.
In Chapter 2 I examined the influences of Song () and Yuan ()

Dynasties to the rural local system of Jiangnan during the early period



of Ming Dynasty, In chapter 3 I discussed the [and and population
registers of the same period and a sudden growth of the state land
(Guan Tian ' ©) in the very early time of Ming , also I discussed the
evolution process of the rural local system from Yuan to Ming. After
that I put my focus on Chapter4, Which is the most important one of
my dissertation. In this chapter I discussed the circumstances of tax
chiefs (Liang Zhang #%4&), Li captains (Li Zhang ¥ %), Li elders
(Li Laoren 2. A) and Li system (Z ¥), as well as the structure
and function of rural Local system in Jiangnan during the first half of
the Ming dynasty.

At last, 1 pointed out the relations between the state land (&
B ) system and the breakdown of the rural local system in Jiangnan

during the late Ming period.
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