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Unit 1

@ Family and Children

In some socicties people want children for what might be called familial

reasons: to extend the family line or the family name, to propitiate the

ancestors; to enable the proper functioning of religious rituals involving the

family. Such reasons may seem thin in the modern, secularized society but
they have been and are powerful indeed in other places.

In addition, one class of family reasons shares a border with the
following category, namely, having children in order to maintain or improve
a marriage; to hold the husband or occupy the wife; to repair or rejuvenate
the marriage; to increase the number of children on the assumption that
family happiness lies that way. The point is underlined by its converse: in
some societies the failure to bear children (or males) is a threat to the
marriage and a ready cause for divorce.

Beyond all that is the profound significance of children to the very

institution of the family itself. To many people, husband and wife alone do

not seem a proper family—they need children to enrich the circle, to
validate its family character, to gather the redemptive influence of offspring.
Children need the family, but the family seems also to need children. as the
social institution uniquely available, at least in principle, for security,
comfort, assurance, and direction in a changing, often hostile world.

To most people, such a home base, in the literal sense, needs more than

one person for sustenance and in generational extension.
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Words and Expressions

1. familial [fo'miljel] a. typical of or connected with a family &/, ¥ &
K HEW

2. propitiate [ pro'pifiert ] v¢. to do something to please someone who is
angry or unfriendly $E/&; BN 5 {852

3. secularize [ 'sekjoloraiz] vt. make somebody lose connection or not
religious f# AR Ak ; i AN 32 SR 252 i

4. rejuvenate [r1'd3uivenert | vt. to make somebody look or feel young and
strong enough i 28 {9 4R 55 ; ffi ¥k 52 1% )

5. converse [ kon'vais] n. a change from one purpose or system to another A
EHE 7/ (E N N 37 )

6. redemptive [ri'demptiv] a. in the state of being saved from evil which
Christians believe was made possible by the death of Christians I [F] # ; I
R0 s PREY

7. a ready cause for divorce: a proper reason for divorce i it 1E 24 B

8. in a changing, often hostile world: in a world which is changing fast and
which is often full of hostility 7&—~£& & 70 i TR | 284k 2 v i tH 7 L
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@ More Harmonious Family Life

The evidence for harmony may not be obvious in some families. But it
seems that four out of five young people now get on with their parents,
which is the opposite of the popularly-held image of unhappy teenagers
locked in their room after endless family quarrels.

An important new study into teenagers’ attitudes surprisingly shows that

their family life is more harmonious than it has ever been in the past. “We

were surprised by just how positive today’s young people seem about their
families,” said one member of the research team. “They are expected to be
rebellious and selfish, but actually they have other things on their minds:
they want a car and material goods, and they worry about whether school is
serving them well. There is more negotiation and discussion between parents
and children, and children expect to take part in the family decision-making
process. They don’t want to rock the boat. ”

So it seems that this generation of parents is much more likely than

parents of 30 years ago to treat their children as friends. “My parents are

happy to discuss things with me and willing to listen to me,” says 17-year-old
Daniel Lazall. “I always tell them when I'm going out clubbing. As long as
they know what I’'m doing, they’re fine with it.” Susan Crome. who is now
21, agrees. “Looking back on the last 10 years, there was a lot of what you
could call negotiation. For example, as long as I had done all my homework,
I could go out on a Saturday night. But I think my grandparents were a lot
stricter with my parents than that.”

Maybe this positive view of family life should not be unexpected. It is
possible that the idea of teenage rebellion is not rooted in real facts. A
researcher comments, “Our surprise that teenagers say they get along well
with their parents comes because of a brief period in our social history when
teenagers were regarded as different beings. But that idea of rebelling and 3
breaking away from their parents really only happened during that one time

in the 1960s when everyone rebelled. The normal situation throughout



_—

history has been a smooth change from helping out with the family business

to taking it over, ”

Words and Expressions

1. harmony [ 'harment] n. compatibility in opinion and action P ; Fl i ; @l
G s VA

2. negotiation [ nugovfi'etfon] n. talks in which people with different views
try to agree ¥, Pr g

3. rebellion [ri'beljon] n. opposition to some authority il ; 2 $it

4. to rock the boat: to spoil a good or comfortable situation B3R K o &7 16
HY J= T

5. to go out clubbing: go to night clubs & M2

6. taking it over: assuming control of sth #245 ; il be responsible for a task

in succession to another #{F
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@ My Mother

My mother is a kind and gentle woman. She is very busy from morning
till night. As a teacher she works diligently and efficiently. As mother, she
takes good care of us and gives us every comfort. I have an elder brother.
He and I both love her dearly, as she loves us.

My mother has been teaching maths at a middle school in my home
town. She goes to the school early in the morning and does not return home
until late in the afternoon. She loves her students and cares for them. She

treats them with patience and teaches them well. For her excellent qualities

and very good teaching results, she is always praised and respected by both

her students and colleagues alike. And she has been chosen or elected as a

model teacher several times.

My mother is a thrifty and industrious woman. She never buys expensive
or fancy dresses for herself; she goes occasionally to buy some inexpensive
and high-quality clothes for us. She never goes to luxurious restaurants to
enjoy expensive meals. She merely eats a humble meal outside when she is too
busy. She lives a busy yet simple life, without any complaints. As soon as she

comes back from school, she sets about doing housework: sweeping the

living room and bedrooms or cleaning the furniture, and putting everything

in good order. Besides, she prepares nice dishes for us to eat. She seems to
be always on the go all the time. As she has been very busy working hard
every day, she looks older than she really is. Her face is wrinkled. and her
hair has turned silver white. But she looks as cheerful and happy as ever.
Often she says to us, “Work while you work, and play while you play.
That is the way to be happy and gay. If you do not work, you will become
lazy and of no use to society.” What a piece of good advice this is! I never 5
forget it and always bear it in my mind. This advice of hers will always serve

as a guide to my action. My mother is great indeed, and I always feel proud
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of her.

Words and Expressions

1. gentle ['d3entl] adj. kind and careful in the way you behave or do things
so that you do not hurt or damage anyone or anything {&ZZ 09 . B A

2. dearly ['doli] adv. very much W% Hb, & Hi;in a way that involves a lot
of suffering, damage, trouble, etc. & U3 Hb

3. elect [1'lekt ] vt. to choose someone for an official position by voting 2%
B2, L s elect to do sth = decide to do sth fE £, e 8 =

4. thrifty ['0rifti ] adj. using money carefully and wisely {6 (1), 54 1Y

5. luxurious [1ag'zjvores | adj. very expensive, beautiful and comfortable 5%
R EE

6. wrinkle [ 'rmkl] vt. to form lines or folds {i i 4% £¢

7. affectionately [o'fek[onotli ] adv. in a way that shows love or fondness
towards people £ UJHb , % b , 26 %

8. a humble meal = a simple meal {H%&

9. without any complaints : without expressing annoyance or unhappiness
about something Z JGAL F . WA 4R

10. be always on the go = be always very busy B2 Tk Ak, SR IT N AE

11. bear it in mind = keep it in mind ZEiC7E .0, 8510 T O
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