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Jiujiang is a historic southern city also known as Chaisang, Xunyang, and Jiangzhou in former times. This 2200
year old city was founded in the beginning of Han Dynasty, when the famous general, Guan Ying, one of the key mili-
tary leaders in establishing the great empire, established a garrison here in the year of 201 BC. It was named as
Penkou at that time, meaning "the city where the Pen River merges into the Yangtze River", and it was known as
"Guanying City" after the name of the general.

It is true that Jiujiang is given a beautiful scenery when the southern rivers are converged near where the city
sprang up. The turbulent Yangtze River, the Poyang Lake and together with the scenic Mount Lu, create a pictur-
esque landscape of mountains and rivers. Situated to vicinity attractions, this thousands year old city acquires a
unique geographic beauty, elegant and magnificent. While her elegance sung in a number of poems and musics for
centuries, literate men in every generation found numerous philosophical essays expressing how they were inspired
by her magnificence. It is no wonder Jiujiang is claimed to be the "eyebrows of natural attractions in southern China".

Given its superb geographic advantages, Jiujiang has developed a prominent position in water transportation,
known as "thoroughfare to seven provinces". Jiujiang thus has a long established reputation in domestic trade. It was
one of the three centers of tea trade and one of the four rice trade centers in China.

Jiujiang has a very rich cultural heritage because of her numerous cultural giants and institutions in history. Here
lived the great philosopher Tao Yuanming, who wrote the essay "Peach Blossom Spring". Here poet Huang Tingjian
started "Jiangxi School of Poetry", the most notable literature school in Song Dynasty. Here also rests a series of cul-
tural relics. The Donglin Temple, built in 386 CE is the origin of Pure Land Sect of Buddhism, well known for how long
it has stood without collapsing.The White Deer Grotto Academy built in 13th century was the most influential one
among the four classic learning academies in China...

China had suffered greatly from the Britain’s invasion since the first opium war, and so was Jiujiang. The thick solid
wall, after all, can not stop the gunboats of the imperial powers. A hundred year following the Opium War, was both painful
and glorious for Chinese. There were damages, insults and sufferings, but there were also rebuilding and fighting—backs.
the Japanese warships shelled the Suojiangta, or River Locking Tower fiercely, simply because it "still stands tall". The
result of this attack is symbolic: the Japanese warships had to give up in the end while the tower still stood tall, just like this
old city.

After the founding of People’s Republic of China, Jiujiang has undergone tremendous changes especially since
the reform and opening up in 1980s. The old urban area has been kept in protection and renewal, while strategic ex-
pansion and characteristic promotion are endeavored in new districts. With her brilliant history in Gantang Lake and
Nanhu Lake, the city is experiencing a new era in the development of Balihu Lake. Integrating her historic elegance
with brand new modern characters, Jiujiang bids farewell to her sad looks in the past century.

We shall never forget our history, because it teaches us to value what we are undertaking today. Our generation
shoulders a glorious mission and an important responsibility of building a more prosperous Jiujiang in the new cen-
tury.

| wish you a better tomorrow, my beloved Jiujiang! é
Mayor of People's Government of Jiujiang Municipality: gé
June, 2012
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The tall embrasured watchtower at Jiuhua Gate
indicates the military importance of the city.
Paving stones on Dazhong Road bearing tread marks
record the prosperity of her tea and rice trade center.
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Watchtowers standing beside the Yangtze River, bustling streets, the bell pavilion in town center, houses of
gray bricks and tiles...depict her original features in former times.

Tree-lined western style streets, churches with soaring spires,many buildings in the hospitals, clean and spa-
cious campuses...exude the arrogance of western civilization in early 20th century.

Numerous firms and shops on Dazhong Street attest to the past prosperity of the city as well as her difficulty in
building economy under the invasion of Western powers and that of Japan.

Indeed, the strong will and indomitable vitality of Jiujiang national industrial and commercial business should be
admired.
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Panorama of Jiujiang City, taken in 1938.
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Urn—city (Urn-shaped outside enclosure built in front of a main city gate for the purpose of defense) of Jiuhua

Gate now on the west of HeDong water—plant, taken in 1898.
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City defense wall. Jiujiang had been a county—level administration also known as Chaisang, Xunyang, or Jiangzhou
in history. The city first had its brick defense wall at the early years of Ming Dynasty, in about 1370s, and the five de-
fense gates were built at the same time. In the year of 1553, Chen Renhe, the local governor ordered a reinforcement
of each gate, after which the city's defense system was comparatively solid.
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Wangjing Gate (facing—Capital-gate), also Jiuhua Gate, taken in 1900.
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Yueshi Gate, now on the xunyang building, taken in 1900.
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Yueshi Gate is located to the northeast of the old city, originally, Fuxing Gate (lucky-star—gate). This gate is a
necessary entrance for the ever-victorious army of General Yue Fei, the most famous patriot and military genius
in Chinese history while his troops stationed in Jiujiang. The general was later put to death on false charges, but
Jiujiang people wouldn't forget him and they tried to rename the gate as "Yueshi Gate (Yue-army-gate)" which
was officially accepted in late Qing Dynasty.
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City—gate—tower, taken in 1898
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Fences in the city, taken in 1898
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Nanmen Daoist Temple now on huan cheng Rd, in northeast side of jinhu buildings, taken in 1898
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Dutian Temple, taken in 1898
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