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Abstract

Robert Dahl is an outstanding representative of democracy theoreticians in the
contemporary western countries. However, in domestic politics we paid little attention to his
democratic theory. This dissertation, based on analyzing the concrete content and the
methodology of Dahl’s pluralist democracy theory by the numbers, especially clarifies the
society's positive effect and disadvantageous influences toward national democratic
institution construction, compares his democratic theory with western classic democratic
theories and other diverse contemporary democratic theories in order to get some
understanding about the status of the pluralist democracy theory in the whole democratic
theories, and then makes an overall evaluation on above foundation. Finally, the pluralist
democratic theory is criticized according to Marxism and author’s some comprehensions of
weak link about the mode of nation-society study is elaborated in this dissertation. Chapter 1
mainly explains why this topic is chosen.

Chapter 2 mainly introduces the methodology background of Dahl’s research on
democratic theory. After WW I, the western world strongly cherished the value of
democracy, and especially in America, society changing greatly, economy and science and
technology developed quickly at the same time, which aroused some thinking what
democracy was and how democracy was guaranteed. With the social change of a kind of
anti-traditional anti-authority increasingly appearing at that time, the revolution in the
academic research method also came into being, which was incarnated by the prevailing of
behavioral approach. But because of its proper blemish, science method must combine
together with traditional political philosophy method. Power study method was the core of
the behavioral approach applied by Robert Dahl, while his thinking pattern of political
philosophy circumfused the spirit of equality, which meant some difference between his
pattern and previous pattern that stressed liberty in political philosophy.

Chapter 3 analyzes Dahl’s polyarchy theory. After criticizing Madisonian democracy
and populist democracy, Robert Dahl concluded that the old theories could not give the real
world scientific explaining. According to the value of equality, he thought that democracy
should be regarded as a series of procedures such as effective participation, voting equality,
enlightened understanding, control of the agenda, inclusiveness, etc. Since those procedures
can be infinitely realized, Dahl alleged that polyarchy meant real democratic institution.
Subsequently, Dahl analyzed another three important problems, i.e. majority rule, which
kind of unit democracy should practice in, and whether or not democracy could attain the
satisfied result.

Chapter 4 analyzes Dahl’s pluralism theory concerning the social organization and
culture. In our comprehension, pluralism is usually mixed with pluralist democracy.
Actually as to Dahl, he means different thing when using different terms and pluralism
indicates various society organizations. These organizations play the function of the power
check and supervision, which is the necessary but the inadequate condition that carries out
democracy. When there exists various society organizations, modern democracy does not
surely come into being. So, we need to notice the damage of democracy these organizations
possibly bring and remediable measure. Among these improvement suggestions; Dahl puts



forward the economic democracy theory specially. In western democratic nations, the
. devotional present condition of people has influence on the realization of the democracy, and
we need to notice insalubrious trend, too. .

Chapter 5 introduces and analyzes the third part, his treatise on the democracy system
in the real world. This includes status of the traditional constitution mechanism.
Compared with the society organization, constitution is secondary in importance
but still useful. Dahl emphasizes the influence of size, especially of national organization
structure, on realization of the democracy. Dahl’s research on American constitutional
system shows how that system was not democratic with history developing. Even though he
offered proposals for it, to strengthen democracy, the formal system construction of one
nation did not leave too much space. In addition, Dahl is also 'very interested in the
opposition in a democratic system.

Chapter 6 reviews and analyzes the academic position of Dahl’s democratic theory, by
which we could see how he inherits and criticizes and develops the classic democratic
theories and how his theory is different with other contemporary democratic theories. This
chapter makes a total comment on his theory, presenting us the skeleton, spirit and
contribution of Dahl’s theory. All explains how DahP’s theory is important in western
democratic theories. '

Chapter 7 is a conclusion. The author, insisting the position of the Marxism, criticizes
Dahl’s theory again to explain applicability problem of the western theories for our actual
democracy construction. We should not only notice beneficial places among them but also
pick and get rid of its scum. At last, I will clarify my comprehension about the weak links of
the nation-society study method in the political academic theories, compactly point out some
trends of research of democratic theory in the contemporary politics, and bring forward a
question how we should treat the democracy: forbear or extend democracy? This problem
will cause the people’s more thorough thinking about the democracy.

Key words: Dahl Democracy Polyarchy Pluralism Nation Society
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