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Culture of China — China’s Famous Scenic Landscapes

Famous Scenic Land-
scapes in Beijing City

Impregnable Passes at the Badaling Great Wall

The magnificent Badaling towers like a giant in the lofty mountains. It is also like
a general stretching out his massive arms, a halberd in his hand, defending ancient
Beijing City. The terrain here is of great strategic importance. Roads from Badaling
lead towards Beijing to the south, Yanqing to the north, Yongning to the east, Yihua,
Zhangjiakou and Datong to the west. It is convenient for people to go to all directions,
hence the name of “Badaling”, which means “giving access to every direction”. The
Great Wall traces its history back to over 2,000 years ago. As early as the Spring and
Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, many kingdoms had built walls along
their borders to defend themselves, which became the earliest forms of the Great Wall.
When Emperor Qin Shihuang unified China in 221 BC, in order to ward off
harassment by the Huns in the north, he ordered a large-scale new wall to be added on
the basis of the walls of the Qin, Zhao and Yan kingdoms in the north. Thus was
formed the Qin Great Wall. Every Chinese person is familiar with the story of “Meng
Jiangnii Crying over the Great Wall”. It tells that Meng Jiangnii’s husband,Fan Qiliang,
was caught and sent to build the Great Wall soon after they got married. After his
departure, the couple lost contact for three years. One night she dreamed that her
husband suffered from hunger and cold, trembling in rags and crying, “I'm cold! T'm
so cold! 7 So she decided to look for him and send padded clothes to him. Starting
from Jianghuai area (Anhui Province today), she came to the north, looking for her
husband along the Great Wall and inquiring about him everywhere in vain. When she
arrived at Shanhai Pass, she was told by a foreman that Fan Qiliang had already died.
She cried and her grief was so bitter that an 800-li-long section of the Wall collapsed.

This story reflects Emperor Qin Shihuang’s cruelties he had impressed civilian
workers and had the over 10,000-/i-long Great Wall built on piles of their skeletons.

The existing Great Wall was mostly built during the Ming Dynasty. It once was roughly
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