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Considering how far golf has come in China, | must say
that 1 find it very gratifying to have teamed with Henry
Fol, his son Timothy and Cheng Yu-tung in taking that
historic step to build the first golf course in the moderm
era there. AL the time, it was difficult to envision, 10 or
20 years down the line, what effect our efforts would have
on the game in China and so, in a sense, we probably did
not quite realize its in the of
the game worldwide.

As 50 often happened in those days, my longtime friend
and business associnte Mark McCormack came up with
the idea. That was in 1979, Two years later, after Henry
Fok made the bold decision to fund the project, | made
my memorable first trip o China. It was such a huge
difference from my normal life. As | crossed the border, |
realized that the name Amold Palmer meant absolutely
nothing to the immigration officer. The road we traveled
to Chung Shan was little more than a dirt track. What
struck not only me hut also Ed Seay, my chief course
designer, and Alastair Johnston of IMG was the
friendliness of the people, even though very few of them
had ever heard of me,

Aler another two years, | returned and saw a wonderful
goll fucility in its final stages of construction. The dinner
in Chung Shan that night with Henry and Timothy Fok,
Cheng Yu-tung and their associates was understandably
one of celebration and pride in what we had achieved
together.

1 was told the story recently that, seon after the course
opened, several children from the village adjoining the
club were allowed (o practice and oceasionally play there,
One particular village boy became well known for the
endless haurs he spent hitting golf balls there, It was
especially pleasing to me to hear that that boy, Liang
Wen-chong, wenl on to become China's top golfer, who
this year finished joint eighth and brolke the course record
in the POA Championship at Whistling Straits with o 64
in the third round, That alone justifies the work that we
all put into Chung Shan.

1 feel privileged ta have been invelved in this historic
project
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