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P College English Integrated Course

Listening and Speaking i

/4

v

Information Inquiry ] [n] {5 &

Before You Listen

Think about the following questions.

1. What kind of questions do you think you will need to ask while studying at a university?

2. What has your experience been like in the past when you asked questions? Did you get the answers
you needed?

3. What advice can you give to new students?

Useful Expressions

Asking for information Giving answers

What is your academic interest? I am interested in business administration /
international relations. . .

Do you have any other interests? I have lots of other interests. . .
Yes, | am also interested in. . .

What kind of job do you have in mind? Id like to be a teacher / an engineer / a
businessman. . .
I want to be a photographer / accountant. . .

What courses are you going to take this term? I'm going to take cultural studies, political science

Where can I find this book? I bought it at the university bookshop.
You can get it at. . .

Can you tell me where the library is? i o
It is the tallest building in the centre of the campus.

Do you know the way to the language laboratory? Yeah, it is on Hill Street. You can. ..
I wonder whether I could ask you a question. Sure, what is it?
I wonder whether you could spare some time for me. Yes, my office hours are 4 —6 p. m. on
I need to discuss with you. . . Wednesday afternoon.

\(

While You Listen

counselor Jif |7]

geology i Jfi %

I. Listen to the conversation and decide whether the . "
biological anthropology 4 41 A %%
Midland k&2 (B3 )
dinosaur A%

Michigan % AR (£ EM 4)

\

following statements are true ( T) or false ( F).

( ) 1. The student Karen went to the counselor to

inquire what courses to select for next term.




( ) 2
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Karen is not interested in business and economics anymore because she does not like to

travel all over the world.

( ) 3. The counselor suggested that Karen take three courses in the respective aspects she

( ) 4.

mentioned so that she could explore her interests further.
The counselor played a very important role in helping students to select appropriate

courses to accommodate their interests and to satisfy the university’s requirements.

II. Listen to the conversation again and complete the outline below.

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

Karen:

Counselor:

I see that youTe from Midland Michigan.
Yes, (1) , like 40 minutes from here.

Okay, you say that youd like to discuss with me ( 2) for next

year, right?

Yes. 1 was (3) business and economics when I entered

college. But now I am not sure of myself.

Okay, so what, what (4) and what had it changed to?

But I dont know if I wanna spend my time behind a desk, not really enjoying where 1
am, you know.
Well,do you have any other interests?

I have lots of other (5) like international relations, geology

and biological anthropology.
Have you done any digs or anything like that?
No. I really like dinosaurs, that stuff fascinates me, but I dont know if that’s like ( 6)

You know, you might wanna (7) this biological anthropology

course. . . These courses can give you the ( 8) of those areas

that you are interested in.
Okay, right, 1(9)
(10)
Nice meeting you, too. Bye-bye.

Bye.

After You Listen

Make up a new conversation based on one of the following situations.

A B

Tom is a new student at an American Julia is interested in joining the Public
TN T0 S R PR TR I  Speaking Association. She asks one of

and wants to get advice the students recruiting new members

on what courses to select for about the purposes and activities

the first semester. of the association.
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Text A

Education Does Count £)
Bill Gates

Nowadays , quite a few students lose themselves in computer games or other kinds of hobbies ,
and thus forget their school work. They may think that education is not that important as some
successful people did not even finish college. Do you agree with them? What kind of role do you think

education can play in your life?

1 Hundreds of students send me e-mails each year asking for advice about education. They want to know
what to study, or whether it’s OK to drop out of college since that’s what I did.

2 A smaller number of parents send messages, often poignant, seeking guidance for their son or daughter.
“How can we steer our child toward success?” they ask.

3 My basic advice is simple and heartfelt. “Get the best education you can. Take advantage of high school
and college. Learn how to learn. ”

4 It’s true that I dropped out of college to start Microsoft, but I was at Harvard for three years before
dropping out — and 1'd love to have the time to go back. As I've said before, nobody should drop out of
college unless they believe they face the opportunity of a lifetime. And even then they should reconsider.

5 Kathy Gridland, a sixth grade teacher in Ohio, wrote to say, “Several of my students claim that you
never finished high school. Since you are a success, my students perceive that as a reason not to care about
getting a good education. ”

6 1 finished high school!

7 The computer industry has lots of people who didnt finish college, but I'm not aware of any success
stories that began with somebody dropping out of high school. T actually dont know any high school
dropouts, let alone any successful ones.

8 In my company’s early years, we had a bright part+time programmer who threatened to drop out of high
school to work full4ime. We told him no.

9  Quite a few of our people didnt finish college, but we discourage dropping out. Having a diploma
certainly helps somebody who is looking to us for a job.

10  College isn't the only place where information exists. You can learn in a library. But somebody handing
you a book doesnt automatically foster learning. You want to learn with other people, ask questions, try out
ideas and have a way to test your ability. It usually takes more than just a book.

11 Education should be broad, although it’s fine to have deep interests, too.
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12 In high school there were periods when I was highly focused on writing software , but for most of my high
school years I had wide—ranging academic interests. My parents encouraged this, and I'm grateful that they
did.
13 Although I attended a lot of different kinds of classes in college, I signed up for only one computer class
the whole time. I read about all kinds of things.
14  One parent wrote me that her 15-year-old son “lost himself in the hole of the computer”. He got an A
in website design, but other grades were sinking, she said. This boy is making a mistake. High school and
college offer you the best chance to learn broadly — math, history, various sciences — and to do projects
with other kids that teach you first-hand about group dynamics. It’s fine to take a deep interest in computers,
dance, language or any other disciplines, but not if it jeopardizes breadth.
15 In college it’s appropriate to think about specialization. Getting real expertise in an area of interest can
lead to success — unless the specialty ends up being a dead end or youTe not good at it. Graduate school is
one way to get specialized knowledge, although extended college education isnt always a good investment
from a purely economic standpoint.
16 Choosing a specialty isnt something high school students should worry about. They should worry about
getting a strong academic start.
17 There’s not a perfect correlation between attitudes in high school and success in later life, of course.
18 But it’s a real mistake not to take the opportunity to learn a huge range of subjects, to learn to work with
people in high school, and to get the grades that will help you get into a good college.

(683 words)

T "
New Words and Expressions ji]j]. 3 {@’i

drop out leave school or college without finishing & 1 , i& %

dropout / dropaut/ n. someone who quits school before graduating £ i # , 8 % 2

poignant / poignont/ adj. keen or pertinent in mental appeal #47 8 , 7 7 #y

steer /’stig/ vt. direct the movements or course of ( a person, conversation,
etc.) # %

opportunity /opo tjurniti/ n. a chance or prospect #l&

perceive /pa’siiv/ n. become aware of, recognize or observe & |, A ¥

be aware of get to know %13



P College English Integrated Course

programmer / prougreema/ n.

diploma /di’plouma/ n.

foster /“fosta/ v.

academic /xko’demik/ adj.

dynamics /dai’neemiks/ n.
discipline /“disiplin/ n.
jeopardize /’dzepadaiz/ v.
appropriate /o proupriot/ adj.
dead end

specialization/ spe [olai zei[on/ n.

specialty /“spe[oalti/ n.

specialized / spe[alaizd/ adj.

extend /iks’tend/ vit.
economic /ikonomik/ adj.

correlation /kori‘leifon/ n.

--------------------------------------------

a person who writes a program so that data may be processed
by a computer #2 )7 7

a document conferring a qualification, recording success in
examinations or successful completion of a course of study X
to promote the growth or development of % 3=

belonging or relating to a place of learning, esp. a college,
university, or academy 2 K #y

forces that produce change in any field or system ¢ &; #l f¢
a branch of learning or instruction = #}; % W

put in harm’s way; endanger & %; & &

suitable & 3&; & ¥

a situation in which no more progress is possible # # [ , % #
the act of specializing or the process of becoming specialized

14

a special pursuit, occupation, aptitude, or skill %
developed or designed for a special activity or function % W 1k,

Hy, FE TR LBy
stretch or pull out # k&

of or relating to an economy % 7 t

a mutual or reciprocal relationship between two or more things

Bk &

Proper Names EH4%ia

Harvard / ha:vod/ o k2%

Kathy /'ka0i/ ¥L#( & F 4%, Katherine 19 % %)
Ohio /ou’haiou/ #Z&MN (£E)

Culture Notes {448

Harvard University is a private vy League university located in Cambridge , Massachuseits. It was established in 1636 and is
the oldest institution of higher learning in the United States. "AHp K F , ¥R ELKRF , FBRFTXOKRFE, “FTAKRER
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zercises

Comprehension

Answer the following questions according to what you have read in Text A.

Why did the author write this essay?

What is the author’s attitude towards education?

What is the author’s attitude towards dropping out of high school?

Does the author know any successful stories of high-school dropouts?

What is the difference between learning from books in a library and learning in school or college?
What’s the author’s idea about issue of breadth versus depth in education?

According to the author, when should students consider specialization?

What are the questions that the author tries to answer in this essay?

SN O N

What is the author’s advice to high school students?

10. What is your point of view on education?

Text Organization

II. The text can be divided into three parts. Write down the main idea of each part.

Part 1 Paras. 1 -3 —
Part II Paras. 4 - 10 J—
Part 11T Paras. 10 —18 7

II. Fill in the following table with the examples and details that the author used to support his

points.

a. [ finished high school!
There is no possibility for high school dropouts to be

successful.

a. I studied a wide range of academic subjects in

high school and read widely.
The relationship between breadth and depth



