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Mouse Can Be Infected with

Emotion of Its Companion

Mice could be capable of showing empathy® for each
other. Which is similar to the action of yawn by human be-
ing.

One experiment was made to show that mice would
cause mild stomach-ache for around 30 minutes making the
creatures wriggle in discomfort if they were fed with vine-
gar.

Cage-mates that had previously spent time together
wriggledmore, and seemed to synchronize their wriggling.

But in tests where? the mice were strangers to each
other, they displayed few signs of pain.

It is thought that this masking of pain is done to avoid
revealing vulnerability? to a potential rival.

The same happened in another test in which a chemical was
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used to cause mild inflammation® of a paw, the researchers
said. They found that the mice had to see each other’s suf-
ferings for the effect to kick in. The pheromones® that ena-
ble recognition also played a role.

It is said the reactions should not be mistaken for sym-
pathy, which requires consciousness of anothers suffering.

The reactions are a kind of “empathy”, which is akin®
to collective yawning in humans and perhaps goes further
down the physiological tree than had been previously

thought, the researchers said.

@ empathy n. #44E A

@ vulnerability n. 33 %

@ inflammation n. & ¥

@ pheromones n, (445 8 %
® akin adj. Rl#&a9, %M
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Bees Can Recognize

Different Faces Actually

The very small brains of bees are still good enough to
recognize different human faces.

Scientist has trained a troupe of bees to recognize differ-
ent human faces by rewarding them with a sucrose® solution
when they visited a particular photograph.

Other photographs visited by the seven bees bore only a
bitter quinine® solution and the bees, despite having brains
the size of pin heads, were able to remember the sweet
faces, even when the pictures were mixed up and after a gap
of two days.

Five of the seven made a beeline to the sucrose faces e-
ven when the solution was removed, ruling out the possibili-

ty that their sense of smell was responsible.
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Scientist said that research had been going on into
whether or not the human brain required specialized regions
to process faces reliably.

In addition, thought that it would be interesting to
know whether a miniature brain would be able to solve a
face recognition task, adding that the scientist chose bees as
they were more motivated? and hard-working than other in-

sects.

@D sucrose n. [t HE
@ quinine n. [ ]& ;%5 T

@ motivated adj. A FHALE A B 6 e ;A AR
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