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Foreword
Jonathan L. Hart

Xinhui Liu has put together a set of textbooks about learning English that is composed of
four volumes aimed at students who are aspiring to attain a level of English found at the
university. Professor Liu has revised her earlier work of 2002 and has added to it. She has
produced these helpful texts with Gansu Culture Publishing House. In my view, this set of
books will help you to learn English.

Learning English or any other language is no easy task, but the rewards in intellectual and
cultural growth are many. There can also be other practical benefits at work and for your
social benefit because English, like Mandarin, is spoken by a large number of people. English
is the second language of people in the European Union outside of the United Kingdom, and
is spoken as a first or second language in many places in the former British Empire (now the
Commonwealth) like India, South Africa, Nigeria, Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica and
Canada. The fact that India has English as one of its official languages and that many
universities in the European Union teach courses in English means that you will have many
opportunities. Being from such an important culture and state as China, whose language is
ancient and prominent in the world, you bring a great deal to other cultures and to the learning
of English. Just think of your opportunities to meet people, to be wise and cultured, and to
have interesting jobs if you know Mandarin and English.

And there is the United States, which has extended the use of English as Britain did,
because of its economic, social and cultural power. Hollywood is just one way the United
States has further spread the use of English. Until recently, the United States, like China, was
often isolationist. Both these countries are big and apparently self-sufficient in so many ways.
But people have been migrating since we all moved out of Africa long before more complex
human societies started emerging about fifteen thousand years ago. The world has had global
movements of peoples, and we are all cousins, however we look on the outside, and whatever
languages we speak. Much more joins us than divides us.

The story of the Tower of Babel is about the fall into many languages from one language
that humans understood. The diversity of languages is a great blessing but also taxes us

because our lives are short and the world is changing ever more rapidly. Who knows what



languages will be important to study? We can only project from present circumstances. Part
of this choice rests with the individual and can be personal, aesthetic, historical and practical.
For anyone in China wanting to study other languages for pragmatic reasons, it looks as
though Hindi, Arabic, Japanese, German, Spanish, Portuguese and English, by sheer numbers
and economic and geographical reach, would join Mandarin and Cantonese as good languages
to study. Probably if a Martian had to pick two practical human languages to learn in the
twenty-first century he or she would select Mandarin and English. So you have Mandarin and
are learning English, so you are one step ahead of the Martian or any other extraterrestrial.

There are social and practical reasons to learn English, but it is also a language with a
vast vocabulary and a rich history and literature and expresses the thoughts and feelings of
people of many different backgrounds and beliefs across the globe. This has been true for
centuries. You can meet a huge variety of people in your travels, virtual and actual, if you
study English and it should open many doors to you and give you a great deal of pleasure and
satisfaction. But learning English is, like learning any language, hard work. It takes patience
and understanding, and while you should study hard, you should realize that all you can do is
your best and that each person learns differently and at his or her own pace. Sometimes
something will come easily, sometimes it will not, but if you are patient and keep trying,
success will be yours.

Professor Liu has worked hard to present you with helpful books and aids that include
many good features in your quest to improve your English. Speaking, writing, hearing and
reading are all important. Use all your senses to learn English.

This set of text books will have three versions — a book, CD-ROM, and on-line
courseware. The three parts of this set of textbooks should help you to learn and strengthen
your English, to meet the standard of the Language Proficiency Test required of you, and to
enjoy learning a new language.

This set has ten units in each volume, with each unit having a different topic. Each unit is
composed of the following parts. First, there are warm-up questions, relevant to the content of
the text but more extensive in scope. Second, there is text that is formatted as text on the left
hand and the phonetic and semantic explanations of the unknown words on the right hand.
This set-up allows you to read and understand the text coherently without seeking definitions
in the dictionary. Third, there is a reflective summary or questions after the text to help
develop your ability to read efficiently. Fourth, there are more detailed explanations of the

grammar to help you consolidate what you have learned and to increase your knowledge of



English. Fifth, there are exercises, including vocabulary, structure and translation that are
deigned to meet the requirements of the Language Proficiency Test. Sixth, there are other
elements that help you to enjoy English, including clips of movies, fieldwork videos, songs,
humor, and proverbs. Seventh, there is a focus on grammar that builds linguistic strength.
Eighth, there is a concentration on writing skills to increase your linguistic ability in English.
As you are part of a rich and ancient culture with one of the world’s most important
languages, you can draw on this heritage when you come to translate English and to build
your skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing English. Over the past thousand years,
English has changed a great deal, and it is only in the past three or four hundred years that it
has stabilized somewhat. It is so different from Mandarin in all ways, but part of the
accomplishment you will feel is comparing these two significant languages and the cultures
they represent. You have accomplished so much by mastering your own intricate language,
and now you can add to your accomplishment by learning English, which began at the other
end of Eurasia. I wish you the best as you do your best to learn English and congratulate you
for what you have done and will do to improve your command of English. Those of us who
speak English are always fortunate to have others learn our language and to enrich it and us

when they do so.
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Warm-up

1. Is your living environment noisy or quiet?
2. Can you list some bad effects of noise?
3. Do you have any suggestions for noise control?

Text >> audio E;@

@

Difficultiesin Noise Control

The 'roar of *traffic, the screech of *brakes, the click of

typewriters, the *howl of transistor radios, the chug-chug of

machinery! It is noise, noise everywhere and all the time.
How often we hear someone say, “I wish I could get away
from all this noise.” But he cannot get away. He has to live
with noise day after day and hour after hour. Noise has

become the >curse of modern times.

Who ‘is responsible for all this noise? Nobody ’in

particular. Man has been busy Pinventing things for
hundreds of years now, such as the train, the car and the
aeroplane, besides machines of various kinds. Each of these
inventions added its share of noise when it came. Thus the
noise of modern times has come to us gradually over a long
period of time. It is, therefore, difficult to put the *blame on
anyone in particular.

But how are we to control noise? It is not easy. There
are difficulties in finding ways to control noise. "’In the first

place, "though noise makes people deaf or partly deaf,

deafness is not the same as, say, blindness. You can easily

see that a man is blind, but you cannot “find out that a man

is deaf until you talk to him. Besides, a man can continue to

work after he has gone deaf. Blindness, “on the contrary,

roar [ro:|n.&v. My %
traffic ['treefik]n. 3 1M
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