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Getting to
Know the Ship



Familiarization with a Ship’s
Manning System

Subtask One Greetings and Introductions

on Board a Vessel

Learning Objectives

Upon completion of this Subtask the students will be able to

1. Distinguish different personnel on board vessel in English orally;

2. Get familiar with and answer the listening comprehension questions correctly;

3. Start conversations with the others using the terms and phrases they have learnt in this
Subtask.

Part One: Warm-up

Activity One: Vocabulary and Watching

Look at the picture, who do you think they are? And where do you think they work? Try

to tell your partner in as many words as you can.
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Activity Two: Vocabulary and Listening

Circle the words or phrases that you’ve heard.

seaman seafarer sailor mariner

captain chief officer third officer chief engineer
third engineer crew member cabin pump

expect Japanese nervous Watch your step

Activity Three: Vocabulary and Speaking

1. Match the definitions w ith the new words. First do it by yourself and then m ake up

sentences using the new words.

1. expect short, brief, temporary

2. determined to do my best to wait for to look forward to something
3. nervous worried, uneasy

4. watch your step disgrace, loss of honor

5. get into trouble have or cause problems

6. saying be careful, look where you are going

7. momentary proverb, adage, motto

8. shame act as if, make believe

9. lifetime throughout your life

10. pretend will try hard to do the best I can

Part Two: Listening and Speaking

Activity One: Preparation for Listening

Study the following sentences and translate them into Chinese, paying attention to the
language structure.

1. I’ve been expecting you.

2. I"d like to introduce you to Third Mate.

3. I am 22 years old and I am determined to do my best.

4. Nice to meet you, sir. I’'m Third Engineer Manuel Santos.

5. Welcome aboard The Perian Adventure.
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Activity Two: Factual Recall

Listen to the passage for the first time and then tell whether the following statements
are true (T) or false (F).

1. The Third Mate Conrad Cruz is from China. He is 22 years old.

2. The Third Engineer Manuel Santos is from Manila. He is 23 years old.

3. This is the first time for the third mate to work on a Japanese ship.

4. Everyone is nervous the first time.

5. We’ll keep that in mind, sir.
Activity Three: Listening with a Purpose

Listen to the passage for the second time and fill in the blanks according to what you
have heard.

1. The Conrad Cruz and the Manuel Santos are here.
2. The has been expecting the third mate and the third engineer.
3. Cruz was a little . He has never been on such a large ship

4. The captain expects everyone to work hard, but if the crewmember doesn’t
something, they can just ask.
5. The worst situation is when you that you understand when you really don’t,

and then you to do your work right.
Activity Four: In-depth Listening

Listen to the passage for the third time and finish the following two exercises.
1. Introduction to the third mate and the third engineer.

Name Rank Nationality Age Feeling

Conrad Cruz

Manuel Santos

2. The Captain’s advice for the Third Mate Conrad Cruz.

The captain told the third mate the following.

a. Not to . Everyone is the first time.

b. Just and don’t get into any trouble.

c. I expect everyone to work hard, but if you don’t understand something, just

d. In Japan, we have a saying: “Asking for help is , but never asking for help
is ”?

e. The worst situation is
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Part Three: Reading and Speaking

Dialogue A

Self-Introduction on a Passage

Santos:
2/Eng:
Santos:
2/Eng:

Santos:
2/Eng:

Santos:
2/Eng:

Santos:

(To a Japanese crewmember passing by) Hello! I’'m Third Engineer, Manuel Santos.
I just came on board.

Hi. Nice to meet you. I’'m Second Engineer, Suzuki. I was checking a pump so I
couldn’t come to the Engine Control Room when the Chief Engineer introduced you.
Boy, I was surprised by the size of the engine. It’s the first time that I’ve seen such a
big one!

This ship keeps us busy and she’s a good one to learn many different jobs on.

I’m sure I’ll learn a lot. The small number of crew also surprised me.

Well, it means that each crewmember takes on a lot of responsibility. I do hope
you’ll become familiar with the ship quickly, and do your job well. We all count on
each other. I’ll help you whenever there’s something that you don’t understand. Your
hands, feet, and body. You know, hands-on experience. That’s the way Japanese
people work.

I see. I was told the same back home.

It’s important to work hard. Doing a good job helps you gain confidence. Oh, by the
way, I should tell you more about myself. I'm 30 years old. I'm single and I come form
Yamaguchi. I like fishing. Pretty handy when you work on a boat, don’t you think?

Sure. I'm 23 years old and I come form Manila. I don’t have any hobby. I just like

reading.

1. Read the above dialogue with your partners, and match the words with the definition.

Term Definition
1. crewmember a. a member of a crew (all the people working on a boat, airplane, train, etc.)
2. Chief Engineer b. the highest-ranking engineer on a ship
3. responsibility c. to come to know something well
4. become familiar with d. depend on, rely on, expect somebody else’s help
5. count on e. a book that shows or teaches things, procedures, etc.
6. instruction book(s) f. be slow to act, speak or decide, for example, as a sign of uncertainty
7. hesitate g. learning by doing or through active participation
8. hands-on experience h. trust, feeling sure, feeling of assurance
9. confidence i. convenient, easy to use or apply
10. handy j. duty, work a person has to do
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2. Read the above dialogue again, and fill in the blanks with proper words.

Manuel Santos, who is the , just came on board. The Second Engineer, Suzuki
who was checking a so he couldn’t come to the when the
introduced him. Santos was surprised by the of the engine. It’s the first time that

he has seen such a big one! This ship keeps everyone busy and she’s a good one to learn many
different jobs on. On board, each takes on a lot of . They will
become

the ship quickly. They all each other. It’s important to work hard
because doing a good job helps you gain

Dialogue B

(A talk about ranks)

Jim : Hello, Michael! It’s so nice to see you again! Do you still work on board?

Michael: Yes, I do. I’'m a chief officer now.

Jim : Good for you! That’s pretty fast, isn’t? Are you the head of the ship?

Michael: No, no, no. The Chief Officer is only the head of the deck department. I’m under
the captain’s command. He is the head of the ship.

Jim: Oh, I see. Who else works in the deck department?

Michael: The second officer, third officer and some sailors.

Jim: What do you do on board then?

Michael: Well, as a chief officer, I’'m responsible for making out the stowage plan before
loading. I also handle the cargo work.

Jim: Do the second officer and third officer have different responsibilities?

Michael: Oh, sure! The second officer corrects the charts and some other marine publications
and maintains the navigational aids regularly. The third officer takes charge of the
fire-fighting and life-saving apparatus and keeps them in good condition.

Jim: I never knew there was so much work to do on board! May I go and visit your ship one day?

Michael: Of course, just wait till we call at this port next time!

Read the above dialogue and do the note-making
Michael’s rank:

The Chief officer’s responsibility:

The mariners who work in the deck department:

The second officer’s responsibilities:

The third officer’s responsibilities:
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Part Four: Learning Outcomes

Now it is your chance to practice what you have learned from this Subtask. Put your
textbooks away and make a short dialogue with your partners:
Topic One: Greetings and introductions on board vessel.

Name Birthday Marital state Vessel’s name Rank
Hanford Loo 17" of April 1973 married Blue star 4™ engineer
Bright Harworth 7" of April 1947 Single Ocean passage Pumpman
Leon Chan 4™ of June 1976 Divorced Gloria Gold A.B

Topic Two: Please say something about your hometown.

(a) The geographical position, population and features of your hometown.
(b) The environment and customs of your hometown.

(c) The specialties of your hometown.

Topic Three: Please say something about yourself.

(a) Your name, age, rank, working experiences, hobbies.

(b) Your daily work.

(c) Your spare time activities.
Part Five: Subtask File

Make a summary of what you have learnt in this Subtask, note it down and tell your
partners in English about the following:

Vocabulary

Sentences

[ Topic Talking ]—[ ]




