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The decline in moral standards — which has long concerned social analysts — has
captured the attention of average Americans. And Jean Bethke Elshtain, for one, is glad.
(ERIE)

The fact that ordinary citizens are now starting to think seriously about the
nation’s moral climate, says this ethics professor at the University of Chicago, is reason
to hope that new ideas will come forward to improve it. ( 1: f[})

But the challenge is not to be underestimated. ( 1 #]) Materialism and individu-
alism in American society are the biggest obstacles. “The thought that ‘I’m in it for me’
has become deeply rooted in the national consciousness”. Ms. Elshtain says.

i f thi b ibu disi ation of traditi c niti
which neighbors looked out for one another”, she says. (¥ /) With today’s greater
mobility and with so many couples working, those bonds have been weakened, replaced
by a greater emphasis on self.

Moral decline will not be reversed until people find ways to counter the material-
ism in society. She says, “Slowly, you recognize that things that matter are those that
can’t be bought.” (45 EL)

MRS . BB FORRY SCEEAy 1, R A SRR 2 0 BT A0 1
JE TR BEACHE T BRI ) M5 F | 1 30 25 1 A i T TR A fn sk 9 i R ik
RGN IAT IR A R £ R KO 2 BT O BB A6 But the
challenge is not to be underestimated ({H/2, X —#kdk kAT T4G) LB EdiA),
I AT R R ), i LR ). SEPUBLASS 045 Some of this can be at-
tributed to the disintegration of traditional communities, in which nei ghbors looked out for
one another, she says.(JE[H AEMACHE R F It SERERRE F i1 FALSEFLE A R 4,
LA B (L 0 RE LI 0 A C R . ) % 4 B p WA, SR TR R e
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Like many of my generations, I have a weakness for hero worship. At some point,
however, we all begin to question our heroes and our need for them. This leads us to ask:
What is a hero?( 5| {1555 )

Despite immense differences in cultures, heroes around the world generally share a
number of characteristics that instruct and inspire people. CH H{H )

A hero does something worth talking about. A hero has a story of adventure to tell
and a community who will listen. But a hero goes beyond mere fame.

Heroes serve powers or principles larger than themselves. Like high-voltage
transformers, heroes take the energy of hlgber powers and step it down so that it can be
used by ordinary people.
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life with new depth, enthumasm.andmmmg T UE M R A YY)
Heroes are catalysts for change. They have a vision from the mountaintop. They
have the skill and the charm to move the masses. They create new possibilities... | 1

A 5 AN N

(Passage 1, CET-4, January 2003)
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Thousands of years ago man used handy rocks for his surgical operations. Later he

used sharp bone or horn, metal knives and more recently, rubber and plastic. And that
> was where we struck, in surgical instrument terms, for many years. | /In the 1960s a
new tool was developed, one which was, first of all, to be of great practical use to the

}- armed forces and industry, but which was also, in time, to revolutionize the art and
science of surgery.
The tool is the laser and it is being used by more and more surgeons all over the

world, for a very large number of different cump]amts The word ]aser means: Light

ﬁf&’-’ i"ﬁ'ﬂ- 24 N i)
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4 Amplification by Slimlllaléd Emission of Light. As we know, light is hot; any source of
F light — from the sun itself down to a humble match burning — will give warmth. But
light is usually spread out over a wide area. The light in a laser beam, however, is .
F ) concentrated.  This means that a light with no more power than that produced by an ;
* ordinary electric light bulb becomes intensely strong as it is concentrated to a pinpoint-"",
- sized beam.
Experiments with these pinpoint beams showed researchers that different energy 4
i ,., sources produce beams that have a particular effect on certain living cells. It is now
[ possible for eye surgeons to operate on the back of the human eye without harming the ]

front of the eve, simply by passing a laser beam right through the eyeball. No knives, no
stitches, no unwanted damage — a true surgical wonder.
& Operations which once left patients exhavsted and in need of long periods of <

recovery time now leave them feeling relaxed and comfortable. So much more difficult

4. operations can now be tried. &
.+ The rapid development of laser technigues in the past ten years has made it clear é
| that the future is likely to be very exciting. Perhaps some cancers will be treated with )
" laserina way that makes surgery not only safe but more effective. Altogether, tnmurrow4
P may see more and more information coming to light on the disease which can be treated *i
> medically. !
| N S : -
\,7. basic B. extraordinary
C. wonderful D. particularly effective

~> medical care became accessible for industrial workers
~B/ more and more surgeons began using laser as a surgical tool
C. man’s whole approach to surgery has changed completely
D. the study of art went through a complete revolution
A. it is produced from a certain energy source

B. its heat is increased by the sunlight

C. it sends out heat in many directions



