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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare (26 April 1564 - 23 April 1616)
was an English poet, playwright and actor, widely
regarded as the greatest writer in the English language
and the world’s pre-eminent dramatist. He is often
called England’s national poet and the “Bard of Avon”.
His extant works, including some collaborations, consist
of about 38 plays, 154t sonnets, two long narrative
poems, and a few other verses, the authorship of some
of which is uncertain. His plays have been translated
into every major living language and are performed
more often than those of any other playwright.

Shakespeare was born and brought up in Stratford-upon-
Avon. At the age of 18, he married Anne Hathaway, with
whom he had three children: Susanna, and twins Hamnet
and Judith. Between 1585 and 1592, he began a successful
career in London as an actor, writer, and part-owner of
a playing company called the Lord Chamberlain’s Men,
later known as the King’s Men. He appears to have
retired to Stratford around 1613 at age 49, where he died
three years later. Few records of Shakespeare’s private
life survive, and there has been considerable speculation
about such matters as his physical appearance, sexuality,
religious beliefs, and whether the works attributed to him
were written by others.

In the 20th century, his work was repeatedly adopted
and rediscovered by new movements in scholarship
and performance. His plays remain highly popular
today and are constantly studied, performed, and
reinterpreted in diverse cultural and political contexts
throughout the world.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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Gl
The Bedside Classics
of
Wearkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychalogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
sixth set of The Bedside Classics are:

The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Vol. I by Edgar Allan Poe 30.00

Common Sense by Thomas Paine 20.00
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 58.00
Confucian Analects translated by James Legge 38.00
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

Vol. I by Edward Gibbon 28.00
Essays of Mongtaine Complete Vol. [

by Michel de Montaigne 45.00
Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte — Complete Vol. 1

by Louis de Bourrienne 46.00
Paradise Lost by John Milton 16.00
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 35.00
The History of Herodotus — Vol. I by Herodotus 26.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume III) 30.00
The Moon and the Sixpence by W. Somerset Maugham 16.00
On War by Carl von Clausewitz 20.00
All's Well That Ends Well by William Shakespeare 30.00
The World as Will and Idea by Arthur Schopenhauer

(Volume II) 28.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http://
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

KING OF FRANCE

THE DUKE OF FLORENCE

BERTRAM, Count of Rousillon

LAFEU, an old lord

PAROLLES, a follower of Bertram

TWO FRENCH LORDS, serving with Bertram

STEWARD, Servant to the Countess of Rousillon

LAVACHE, a clown and Servant to the Countess of
Rousillon

A PAGE, Servant to the Countess of Rousillon

COUNTESS OF ROUSILLON, mother to Bertram

HELENA, a gentlewoman protected by the Countess

A WIDOW OF FLORENCE.

DIANA, daughter to the Widow

VIOLENTA, neighbour and friend to the Widow

MARIANA, neighbour and friend to the Widow

Lords, Officers, Soldiers, etc., French and Florentine



