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UNIT ]

Pre-reading Tasks

1. Do you know Harry Potter? What is it about?

2. The text is a welcome speech. What do you expect to find in such a speech? List your
expectations, compare them with those of your partner, and check them against the text.
By
To
About

With the purpose of

3. As a freshman, what life do you expect to have? How can you make the best of your

university?

Text

Three Lessons from Harry Potter
By Jeffrey S. Lehm an

This is an exciting moment for you to begin the next chapter in your lives. It is also an
exciting moment for us. Each year at this time, our school is renewed, our lives are
renewed. You bring fresh experiences, fresh personalities, and fresh ideas.

In speaking to you this morning, | have been inspired by a movie that [ saw last month:
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part II. Ever since I saw the movie, I have been
thinking about how the three main characters—Harry, Hermione, and Ron—were changed
by their school, the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

[ see many similarities between the Hogwarts School and ours. Both have beautiful
flowers and a large athletic stadium. To be admitted for study at either school, a student
must be truly magical. Harry Potter offers lessons about how you should live your lives
here. This morning 1 would like to stress three of those lessons. But I encourage you
afterwards to think about what other lessons you might draw.

The first lesson comes from thinking about Harry Potter and his voice. When the
students first arrive at Hogwarts, they are each assigned to one of four Houses—Gryffindor,
Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, or Slytherin. They are assigned by a magical Sorting Hat, which is

placed on the student’s head and then announces where the student should go.

» 1
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When the Sorting Hat is placed on Harry’s head, it starts to assign him to the Slytherin
House, but he objects. He says he does not want to be put there, and so the Hat changes
its mind and assigns him to Gryffindor.

Before you came here, it is quite likely that you took your assignments from others.
And it would be natural, while you are here, to try to continue that pattern.

I urge you to resist that temptation. Here is the place where you should begin to
develop your own voice. It is not easy to look inside yourself, to listen carefully to your
own emotions, to be thoughtful about your life goals, and to find the voice to express your
true preference. It was not easy for Harry to do that either. But that is what you must do if
you want to gain maximum value from this magical place.

The second lesson comes from thinking about Hermione Granger and how she
overcame prejudice. Most of the students at Hogwarts have witches and wizards for
parents. A few Hogwarts students, like Hermione, are children of “Muggles” who did not
have magical powers. A witch or wizard who has two Muggles for parents is called
“Muggle born”. But some call them “Mudbloods” and argue that they should be treated as
inferior.

Hermione proves all these prejudices to be completely wrong. Although she is in some
ways different from the pure blood wizards, in the most important ways she is not. In fact,
she proved herself to be the most talented student in the school—brilliant and magical and
able to accomplish heroic things.

As wonderful as modern life is, it is not immune to prejudice. Many people still believe
that some races are inferior to others, or that women are inferior to men. When you are
around such people, it is easy to allow their prejudices to go unchallenged, because it is
easier to avoid confrontation.

[ urge you to stand up against prejudice. This is a school that recruits only the most
exceptional talent. If you open your eyes fairly, you will see that exceptional talent can be
found in all races and in both sexes. This is a school that is committed to rewarding merit,
so that the Hermiones among us can flourish and achieve their full potential.

The third lesson comes from thinking about Ron Weasley and self -confidence. From
the very beginning, Ron seems to be the least talented of the three friends. Harry is
uniquely powerful. Hermione is uniquely brilliant. But Ron is... just Ron. In the final book,
the three friends have identified Salazar Slytherin’s Locket as something they must destroy.
They have acquired the locket and a sword that can destroy it, and the locket starts
speaking to Ron, “I have seen your dreams, Ronald Weasley, and T have seen your fears...”
Ron wavers, but then he finds the strength to swing the sword and smash the locket,
destroying it.

Each of you is remarkably talented. But when you arrive here where every student is
exceptional, you are almost certain to find someone smarter or more talented than you are.
There is a good chance that you will experience a crisis like Ron Weasley, and that you feel

your self-confidence wavering.
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[urge you to work past those fears. You are here because you have unique and special
abilities, and because you have the capacity to change the world. If you begin to doubt
yourself, talk with others. Talk with a friend, talk with one of your teachers, express your
worries. And let us work with you.

Your time here will be gone in an instant. It will be over before you realize it, and you
will look back and wonder where the days went. So do not waste even a second. Make
your years a time to explore new places and new ideas. Stretch yourselves physically and
intellectually. Expand your cultural horizons so that you can be effective bridges across
cultural boundaries. And leave your personal mark here, so that history will record the
special magic you brought to the University.

Welcome!

= Notes to the Text

1. Jeffrey S. Lehman (956— ) : American scholar, lawyer and academic administrator. This text is
abridged from his address on the Opening Ceremony at the Shenzhen Graduate School of

Peking University in 2011 The Title is ours.
2. Harry Potter: A series of fantasy novels by British author J. K. Row ling. First published in

1997, Harry Potter has gained increasing popularity. Up to now, it has been translated
into 67 languages and adapted into 8 films. The last film, Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, Part II, was released in 2011.

3. the next chapter in your life: the next period of time in your life.

A chapter can be a part of a book or a period of time in one’s life or history, e.g.

The Story of English by David Crystal has twenty chapters.

His youth is the most glorious chapter in his life.

The Tang Dynasty is the one of the most prosperous chapters in Chinese history.

4. Ever since 1 saw the movie, I have been thinking about how the three main
characters—Harry, Hermione, and Ron—were changed by their school, the Hogwarts
School of Witcheraft and Wizardry.

(I) Harry, Hermione, and Ron are the three main characters of Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows. At the request of Dumbledore (headmaster of Hogwarts), they leave
Hogwarts to find and destroy Voldemort’s (the Dark Iord) Horcruxes (objects that
Voldemort used to store his soul and to protect him from death).

(2) the Hogwarts School of Witcheraft and Wizardry: shortened as Hogwarts or Hogw arts
School. It is where young wizards learn to practice magic.

(3) Basically, the sentence is “Ever since I saw the movie, I have been thinking about

how the three main characters were changed by their school.”

5.how you should live your lives here.

should, would, could, must, might are all model verbs, but their functions differ.

® “Ishould do that” implies the speaker is aware of what is best, yet not necessarily
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willing to do it.
® “Iwould do that” often implies certain condition (“I would do that if I had the time).

® “I could do that” expresses possibility. It is not epistemic and does not convey
certainty, instead it reveals an option. A famous witticism goes like this: (Student) “Can
I go to the toilet?” (Teacher) “T'm sure you could, but 'm not going to let you!”

® “I must do that” is epistemic, thus implies certainty.

® “] might do that” conveys uncertainty, suggesting that the speaker is currently

undecided.
6. Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, or Slytherin: the four houses of Hogwarts named

after their founders. Each house has its distinctive features, values, house mascot, motto
and colors.

7.the Sorting Hat: a magical hat in Harry Potter series, which assigns the students to the
most appropriate house by judging their qualities.

8. It is not easy to look inside yourself, to listen carefully to your own emotions, to be
thoughtful about your life goals, and to find the voice to express your true preference.
This is an example of parallelism. The following sentences also contains parallelism to
achieve empbhasis, but function as different levels.
® The production manager has to write his report quickly, accurately, and thoroughly.
® Abraham Lincoln and Sun Yat-sun both attempted to build a government of the people,

by the people, and for the people.
@ “l came, | saw, | conquer” are often quoted in music, art, literature, and entertainment.

9. Most of the students at Hogwarts have witches and wizards for parents.

To have A for B is an equivalent of “to have A as B”, e.g.
® We’ll have David as/for our spokesman.
® Ringmar blamed [SE for having students as/for teachers.

10. Muggle: a person without any sort of magical power or magical blood in Harry Potter.
Most of them are portrayed as foolish and ignorant. There are exceptions, however, and
Hermione is one of them.

11. As wonderful as modern life is, it is not immune to prejudice.

(1) “As wonderful as modern life is” is an adverbial clause of concession whose pattern is
“as +adj. +as... 7 e.g.
® As old as she is, she can still run three flights of stairs.
® As rich as they may be, they still can’t afford this house.
® As handsome as he looks, he has problem finding a girlfriend.
(2) to be immune to/against sth: not to be affected by sth, e.g.
Fashion industry is not immune to economy recession.

2. the Hermiones among us: people among us who, like Hermione, are “brilliant and magical

and able to accomplish heroic things”.
13. Salazar Slytherin’s Locket: a piece of jewelry originally owned by Salazar Slytherin

(founder of the Slytherin House) and made into a Horcrux.
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U. There is a good chance that you will experience a crisis like Ron W easley, and that you
feel your self-confidence wavering.
There is a good chance that... : It is very likely that... (“good” can be replaced by “big,
faint, slim, slight, great” etc. according to the context), e.g.
® There is a slight chance that you will win the contest.
® There is a great chance that he will further his study abroad.

15. ... you can be effective bridges across cultural boundaries: you can serve as bridges and

help to connect people from around the world to effectively understand each other.

? Comprehension Tasks

A. Answer the following questions according to the text.
1. “This is an exciting moment for you... it is also an exciting moment for us.” Who are
“you”and “us”? Why does the author say it is an exciting moment for both “you” and
“us”?
2. Where did Jeffrey S. Lehman get the inspiration for his speech?
3. What are the three lessons Lehman purposes to his audience?
4. What does the word “magical” mean in the sentence “a student must be truly
magical”?
. Why does the author say a person must develop his voice?
. Why are the “Mudbloods” treated by some as inferior?
. Why is it easy to allow people’s prejudices to go unchallenged when living around them?
. Why can Ron finally destroy the locket?
. What are the ways that suggested by Lehman for students to deal with their lack of self -
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confidence? Do you find them applicable to you?

10. As time “will be gone in an instant”, how, according to Lehman, should students live
their life in university?

1. “Expand your cultural horizons so that you can be effective bridges across cultural
boundaries.” What does Lehman expect the students to do?

2. What does lehman mean when he says to the students: “leave you personal mark

here”?

B. Discuss the following questions.

L Lehman knew quite well that he was speaking to a group of students who had no
magical powers. However, by the end of his speech, he asked the students to “leave
your personal mark here, so that history will record the special magic you brought to the
University.” In your opinion, what special magic can students bring to the university?

2. What idea did Lehman hope to pass on to his audience? How did he structure his speech
to clearly expose that idea?

3. Did your school give you a welcome speech? Who did it? What did he/she talk about in
the speech? Did it live up to your expectation?
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4. In the speech, lehman thonght that modern life is not immune to prejudice. Do you agree?
Do you find any prejudices around you? How do people usually deal with prejudice? Do you

think it is proper to cover prejudice in a welcome speech?

Linguistic Competence

New Words and Expressions

A. Match the following words in the left column with the words or phrases in the right

column.

1. assign (Para. 4) a. complete successfully

2. sort (Para. 4) b. existing qualities that can be further developed
3. pattern (Para. 6) c. unaffected

4. accomplish (Para. 9) d. thrive

5. immune (Para. 10) e. conflict

6. confrontation (Para. 10) f. move from side to side

7. recruit (Para. 11) g. enroll/admit

8. flourish (Para. 11) h. arrange things in groups

9. potential (Para. 11) 1. send to work or study in a place

0. swing (Para. 12) j. the regular way in which sth is done

B. Look up the following words and write down their meanings according to their use in

the text.

L. chapter (Para. 1)

2. renew (Para. 1)
. voice (Para. 4)

. thoughtful (Para. 7)

3

4

5. argue (Para. 8)
6. waver (Para. 12)
7
8
9

. smash (Para. 12)
. capacity (Para. 4)
. stretch (Para. 15)
10. horizon (Para. 15)

Word Power: Basic Ideas

A. Form and significance.

Every word has its own spelling, pronunciation, lexical references, and grammar
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functions. The first two make up its forms and the last two its significance. ook up the

dictionary and fill in the following grid.

afterw ards

of

others

flo urish

witcheraft

third

unique
but
the

B. Proper words and common words.

Proper words are often proper names like the names of people, places, holidays,
nationalities, weekdays, etc. The rest are normally classified as common words. Proper
names, like common words, may have their special references and symbolic meanings.
Use any resource you have, find the implied meanings of the proper names in Lehman’s

speech and fill in the following grid.

Ho gw arts

Sorting Hat
Gryffindor
Huffle puff
Ravenclaw

Slytherin
Mudbloods

Hermione

Deathly Hallows

C.Content words and function words.

Content words include nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and numerals. Function words

are prepositions, conjunctions, and pronouns. Content and function words are equally
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