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NOTES ON SOME EARLY CHINESE AND JAPANESE
BLOCK PRINTS IN THE EAST ASIAN LIBRARY

OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA

WOLFGANG FRANKE

The Chinese Library — now East Asian Library — of the University of Malaya
was established in late 1962, In spite of an initial agreement that the (new) Univer-
sity of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur should receive a considerable share of the Chinese.
books acquired by the (old) University of Malaya in Singapore — later University of
Singapore —, actually the new library got only a few duplicates and other books
considered dispensable at Singapore. Thus, in fact, the new Chinese Library had to
be built up from scratch. This has been done in a very competent way by the erst-
while Chinese Librarian Ms. T.T. Wang T-2#3{i . Besides a great number of current
editions, the Library acquired a few early and/or rare editions too. In addition, a
number of early Japanese prints of Chinese works, particularly those pertaining to
the history of Chinese science, were purchased in Japan by Professor Ho Peng Yoke
{aJF/ fif , Head of the Department of Chinese Studies from 1964-1974.

The standard as to which kinds of Chinese books are considered as rare editions,
shanben 3 Z varies. Up to the early 1960 some Japanese librarians classified in
principle only pre-Ming editions, ie. those prior to the 15th century, and a few
particularly precious and rare editions of the Ming and early Qing period, i.e. up to
the middle of the 18th century as shamben. Chinese librarians, however, classified



in principle almost all Ming editions as shanben. Soon after the foundation of the
Peoples’ Republic the export of principally all block-print editions from China was
prohibited.  The rarity of such editions cutside of China has invarably increased
their value. In China itself, the arbitrary destruction of great number of private
libraries during the Cultural Revolution in later 1960s has badly deminished
the stock of extant block-print editions outside’ the major public and university
libraries. Therefore it may be justifiable for the present writer to include in these
Notes all editions printed in China or in Japan up to the first decade of the 19th
century.

Due to the limitations of reference works available to the present writer at
the time of preparing the Notes, the bibliographical and biographical data given may
not be consistent. For items the writer is familiar with and/or has sufficient referen-
ces at hand detailed entries are given. For others, only few data and insufficient in-
formation can be provided. It is a particular handicap that the present writer'is un-
able to check the original books in the Chinese Library of the University of Malaya
and has to rely only on his own notes and on the photos he has made of some pages
of some of them.

There are more than a dozen further titles which should have been included in
these Notes, but have omitted because the present writer does not feel competent
to deal with them. These are mainly Japanese reprints or re-editions of Chinese works
in mathematics and related sciences. Notes on these works will be published — it is
hoped — in the not too distant future by a more competent authority.

The titles in the Notes are listed following the traditional Chinese classification
system as used by the Imperial Catalogue of 1782. The system gives four main divi-
sions: (1) Confucian Classics, jing bu #8 ¥ ,(2) History, shi bu 52 & (3) Non-
canonical authors, =i bu -5 , (4) Collected Writings, ji bu 15

List of Abbreviations

Bibliographical References

Buzheng Hu Yujin Z1E# and Wang XinfuEfR K, Siku quanshu zong-
mu tiyao buzheng POl 2 #pk B IEEFE 2 vdls, Peking
1964.

Fanshu Sun Diangi {f#rdd , Fanshu owji WS (®EE  , Peking
1959.

Fanshu xu Sun Diangi FEMt#E , Fanshu ouji xubian  Bigsi {830 $4R
Shanghai 1980.
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Imperial Catalogue: Siku quanshu zongmu tiyao FIFEE % 3 {1
H & |, ed. in4 vols., Shanghai, Shangwu 1933.

Wolfgang Franke, An Introduction to the Sources of Ming

History, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore 1968.

Shao Yichen &%/ and Shao ZhangfR 3%, (Zengding)

Siku jianming mulu biaozhu (¥ {7 ) PIEEMIOAH & #E

Peking 1959.

Kyoto daigaku jimbun-kagaku kenkyuho kanseki bunrui moku-

roko EAAE B RESHEREHSKES  2vs,

Kyoto 1963-65.

Sun Dianqi FFWydc , Qingdai jinshu zhijian lu 5145 H R
Fl4% Peking 1957.

Mo Youzhi B 2% , Luting zhijian chuanben shumu |B55= 4
% A5 H Shanghai, Saoye shanfang, 1923.

Nagasawa Kikuya =5 #1 5 t1, Wa kokuhon kanseki bunrui
mokuroku  FE| A7 g H# Tokyo 1976,

Naikaku bunko kanseki bunrui mokuroku W% 3 B 3 #5 47

41 H 5 Tokyo 1956.

Revue Bibliographique de Sinologie

University of Malaya, East Asian Library

Zhongguo congshu zongly P 3 F £54% | Shanghai

tushuguan bian, 3 vols. Peking 1959-1962.

Biographical References

L. Carrington Goodrich and Chaoying Fang, ed. Dictionary
of Ming Biography 1368-1644, 2 vols., Columbia University
Press 1976.

Arthur W. Hummel, ed., Eminent Chinese of the Ch'ing Period
{1644-1912), 2 vols, Washington, D.C. 1943/44.

Index to Thirty-three Collections of Ch'ing Dynasty Biogra-
phies =t =Fii (UL §7 45148 Harvard Yenching
Institute, Peiping 1942.

Index to Forty-seven Collections of Sung Dynasty Biographies
Wt R i R A 51%F |, Harvard Yenching Institute,
Peiping 1939.

Combined Indices to Eighty-nine Collections of Ming Dynasty
Biographies A+ AFEW LA IR 3 vols, Har-
vard Yenching Institute, Peiping 1935.



Jingbu #2 #[

Lidai zhongding yiqi kuanzhi fatie FE{\ 515 #3350 05 20 juan in 4 ce,
by Xue Shanggong A¥fizh (12th ct. «¢7-Index p. 105a).

A study of inscription on ancient bronzes newly edited by Ruan Ruan
1764-1849 (ECCP 1, 399402) with a preface dated 1797, printed in the same
year. The UM Library has a copy of this edition. See Imp. Cat. 41, pp. 861-
862; Buzheng pp. 273-274; Jimbun p. 426.

Libian 3% #¥ 8 juan by Gu Aji B 75 (late 17th, early 18th ct. 33-Index
p. 238b).

A study of ancient characters. The copy of UM Library with a preface by
Huang Sheng i j dated 1743, is a reprint of the original Wangyuan-
tang Eifi %5 edition. See Jmp. Cat. 41, pp.878-879; Jianming p. 174.

Shibu % 3

{Xingie Li Zhowu xian sheng zengbu pidian) Huang Ming zhengxu hobing tongji

tongzong (& E L ESEAEBAILE, ) BHIE 14 0F #5713 juan

in 12 ce, by Chen Jian B 1497-1567 (DMB I, 148-151) with the supple-

ments by Yuan Huang % 3 1533-1606 (DMB IT, 1632-1635) and Bu Dayou
hAX AT a metropolitan graduate of 1547, and with marginal notes by Li Zhi,
4 H 1527-1602 (DMB 1, 807-818).

An early Japanese edition of a history of the first two centuries of the Ming
period from the first beginning of the dynasty in 1351 up to the end of the
Longging period, 1572. This work was most popular from its first appearance
in 1555 up to the early 18th century when it was listed for suppression by the
Qing authorities. The authorship of Chen Jian has been disputed. The present
writer has ascertained as many as eleven different editions published in China
between 1555 and 1644, some in several prints. There may be, however, ac-
tually have been more. Thus it is possible that the present Japanese edition,
kept in the UM Library, has been based on a no longer extant Chinese original.
Li Zhi, with tzu Zhowu was a most popular unorthodox thinker and prolific
author during the late Ming period. But his writings were soon officially banned.
Publishers liked to use his name as advertisement for their publications, and it is
difficult to ascertain in each case whether the notes and comments attributed
to Li Zhi are authentic or not. This applies to the present Japanese edition t0o.
Anyhow it shows, that Li Zhi's name was likewise popular in 17th and 18th
centuries Japan. The present edition has Japanese reading aids (kunten and

Kaeriten) and a postecript by Kitamura Yoshiaki 1t%f 7] £ dated Genroku



JC itk bingzi, 1696. It was printed in the same year by Hayashi Kuheie
#hL fEfifat Kyoto. (Fig. 1) * See Introduction 1.2.12 (and references given
there); Nagasawa, P.75

{Hoko) Yanping si xiansheng nianpu( 5 %1 ) $E4F W4 5542 4255 2 ce, by Mao
Nianshi FX {% , 1594-1677.

Chronological biographies, nianpu, of four Song scholars originating from for-
mer Yanping Prefecture, Fujian Province: Yang Shi #3} I 1053-1135: Lo
Congyan FEft & 1072-1135; Li Tong 2= {s 1093-1163; and Zhu Xi %4
1130-1200. The UM Library copy has prefaces by Xiao Liang # 27 dated
1667, and by the editor of the new edition Zhang Yuan Gf 8 dated 1745,
See Zonglu 1, p. 652,

Dong xi yang kao HPH#FE# 12 juan by Zhang Xie 5§ % 1574-1640 (DMB
1, 77.78).

One of the most important sources on the countries of Southeast Asia and on
their relations with China during the 15th and 16th centuriesThe work presents
information on the different sea-routes (dongyang and xiyang) from China to
Southeast Asia and on the maritime trade with maps and documentary materials
and long quotations from earlier works on the subject.

The work has been completed in 1617 and first been printed in the following
year. During the last decades it has been reprinted several times. The last
collated and annotated edition including a list of the geographical names in the
text with their modem equivalents has been published by Zhonghua shuju, Pe-
king 1981. UM Library owns a complete copy of the rare original edition of
1618. (Fig. 2) See Imp. Cat. 71, 1545-1546; Luting S, 30b; Jianming p. 324;
Introduction 7.7 4 (and references given there).

(Zengding) Guangyu ji (3T ) BBLZE 24 juan in 16 ce, by Lu Yingyang
fafE e (16th ct. 89-Index 11, 194 d).

Geography of the Ming empire and of adjacent countries with maps, based on
earlier geographical works. The UM Library copy is a revised and enlarged edi-
tion of the original work prepared by Cai Fangbing %5 i with a preface
dated 1686, printed in 1717 by Jujintang 5% See Imp. Cat.72,p. 1556;
Introduction 8.1.6 (and references given there).

Rixig Jiuwen HT #[H 42 juan in 20 ce, by Zhu Yizun 4288 1629.
1709 (ECCP 1, 182-185).



An historical description of the city of Peking and of its environments, comple-
ted by the author’s son Zhu Kuantian 4:E2H and first printed in 1688, The
work has been later partly superseded by the larger Rixia jiuwen kao &
published upon Imperial order in 1774, The UM Library copy is printed at Liu-
fenggo 7S] with prefaces by Jiang Zhenying #% # Zhang Peng 3E i
and Feng Pu %5 # and probably the original edition of 1688. See Imp. Cat. 68,
P. 1476, Luting 5, 20a; Jignming p. 293; Jimbun p. 310; [ntroduction 8.4.2
(and further references given there);

Queli zhi BIBELE 12 juan in 6 ce, by Chen Hao B #8 metropolitan graduate
of 1487 (89-Index 111, 2224, revised and enlarged by Kong Zhengcong FL&5 #
descendant of Confucius in the 63rd generation.

Monograph decling with Confucius, his family and his native area of Qufu il B
Shandong province, as well as with his followers, with the cult and the temple
of Confucius there, and with the Imperial honours bestowed on him and his
descendanis including detailed documentation. This edition has to be distingui-
shed from the more popular one in 24 juan prepared by Kong Yinzhi fL i i&,
descendant of Confucius in the 65th generation. The 12 juan edition has pre-
faces by Li Dongyang % & @, dated 1505, and by Huang Kozan # & ¥,
dated 1609. This edition has been reprinted in Japan, first in Kambun # =
12, 1672, at Kyoto, and again in Hoei 3 7 6, 1709, at Osaka by Kawachiya
Kiheie {79 Z & £ #f . This latter reprint is in the possession of the UM
Library. (Fig.3)

See Imp. Cat. 59, pp. 1298-1299 (refers to 24 juan ed.); Naikaku p.89 12;
Nagasawa p. 77.

Zibu

{Xinkan tai li zheng) Xingli daquan ( FHHZHIE ) B LS 70 juan in
20 ce, compiled under the direction of Hu Guang #f g 1370-1418 (DMB 1,
627-629).

A compendium of Song Neo-Confucian philosophical texts compiled upon
Imperial order and completed in 1415. The edition of the UM Library copy
could not be ascertained in any of the current catalogues. It is printed on
yellow paper and has occasional marginal notes; the text is punctuated. The
paper used for the cover is printed on one side with a Japanese Kambun text
which may lead to the conclusion that the | t copy is an early Japanese or
Korean reprint. No Japanese reprint, however, is mentioned by Nagasawa.

See Imp. Cat. 93, p. 1925; Li Jinhua ZFE 4  Mingdai chizhuan shukao HEj

#7 1 & % , Peiping 1932, p. 35.




10.  Daxue yanyi bu KB {i7# i, 160 + 1 juan in 24 ce, by Qiu Jun Ff % , 1418

1418-1495 (DMB I, 249-252).

A manual on ‘important matters for good government’, according to the
model of the Daxue yanyi of 1229 by Zhen Dexiu % The author
quotes precedents from Chinese history for application by the Ming emperors,
adding his own remarks which give much information on political, social and
economic conditions of the first hundred years of the Ming period, as well as
on Confucian political thought of the author’s time. Qiu Jun is one of the
two famous Ming scholar-officials originating from Hainan - the other bein g
Hai Rui 7 %, 1514-1587 (DMB 1, 474-479) - and to this day well known
among Malaysians whose ancestor came from Hainan, as evident from his
portraits andfor calligraphies displayed in many local Hainan associations
(huignan). The work is arranged in twelve sections as follows: (1) Adjustment
of the Imperial Court; (2) Adjusiment of official dom; (3) Consolidation of the
foundation of the state, that is, measures for the welfare and for the discipline
of the masses; (4) Administration of taxes and other public resources; (5)
Elucidation of rites and music; (6) Proper arrangement of offerings; (7)
Exalting of education and instruction; (8) Provision of regulations for build-
ings, clothing, seals, measures, ete. (9) Carefulness in laws and punishments;
(10) Strictness in military preparation; (11} Management of barbarian peoples;
(12) Moral perfection of the emperor and of the government. The work was
completed and officially presented to the emperor in 1487, and first printed
in 1506. The UM Library copy is a reprint prepared at Yangzhou 551,
modern Jiangsu province, with a preface by the prefect of Yangzhou Zhu Jin
4 &%, dated 1605. See Imp. Cat.93, p-1926; Jianming p. 401; Introduc-
tion 9.2.1 (and references given there).

Xianshi bian 8 |, 6 juan in 16 ce, by Tang Hezheng FEE2% , 15381619
(89-Index II, 318a)

Collected biographies of and studies on Neo-Confucian scholars with quotations
from their works. Juan 1 covers Confucius and his early followers up to Mengzi,
juan 24 the famous Song scholars, juan 5 the Ming scholars Xue Xuan B
1389-1464; Chen Xianzhang [igk £ 1428-1500; Wang Shouren J:5F{= 1472
1528, and Wang Gen £ R 1483-1540. Juan 6 by far the longest one, covers
further Ming scholars Lo Hongxian Kt 52 1504-1564; Tang Shunzhi |65 2
1507-1560; Lo Rufang i3 1515-1 588, and Wang Shihuai aling: !
1522-1605. The UM Library copy is the original first edition, with a preface by
the author, written by Chen Yuansu [i5¢ # dated 1614 and printed at Chun-
bai zhai B,  See lmp. Cat. 96, p. 1985; Naikaku p. 175,
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