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Author's Preface
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In recent years, | started my journey from Huafugong Hotel to the West with western adventure photographer Lv
Linglong. With the yearning and passion for nature and exploration, | felt desolation in depopulated zone and sorrowful
whistle of the wind in Changtang. Together with Mr. Lv, we are busy running and recording tirelessly for the protection of
nature and Tibetan antelopes.

| walked past the Badain Jaran Desert and saw Euphrates poplar of Ejin Banner in the morning. | saw the antelopes
running in the wildness of Hoh Xil. | saw golden monkeys playing in the Qin Mountains. | saw swans dancing in the
Yuhuangge Reservoir. These experiences made me sincerely praise the life. And all along the way, | have known Mr. Lv
better. He has poetic language, profound thought and pure soul, filling with the love for civilization of West China. He has
been fighting for protecting original ecology in West China all his life. The belief also affects me that | can’t help capturing
moments of beautiful natural scenery. The beauty of West China cannot be described with language. It is an amazing,
fascinating and magnificent beauty. The glory and vicissitudes of West China is like a history book.

At first | just shot scenery on the way as a tourist and there were few good pictures. Since | followed Mr. Lv to travel, my
photography has improved a lot under the influence of him. As a volunteer of protecting ecological environment in the West,
| show beautiful landscapes of the West in this photo album to everyone. Let’s contribute to the protection of ecological
environment in the West!

We share the same attribute with every natural person. We are together not because of getting away from the noisy city
but for the pursuit of pureness in our heart.

When | live in the noisy city, my heart is often concerned with something. A voice is always whispering by my ear...
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Who on earth is the god that burns billions of stars just to light up the way to Mount Kailash?
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In the morning glory, the continuous mountains of the Himalaya Range are composed of spectacular ice and snow scrolls. Five snow mountains above 8,000+m line up along the
skyline in a panoramic view. From left to right : Makalu, World’s 5th highest Peak ( 8,462 m ); Lhotse, World’s 4th highest Peak ( 8,516 m ); Qomolangma, World’s 1st highest Peak ( 8,844 m );
Cho Oyu, World’s 6th highest Peak ( 8,201 m ) and Shishapangma, the only above 8,000+m mountain that is entirely within Chinese territory ( 8,027 m).
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pirit of Wind
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The Qin Mountains are originated from Kunlun Mountains. It is composed of a number of great
mountains which runs east for over 1,500 km. Finally it forms a huge mountain range which lies
across Midwest China, and becomes a division between the North and South of the country.

The average altitude of the Qin Mountains is between 2,000 m to 3,000 m, with a width of 100
km to 150 km. Its body is so big and thick that it blocks up southward cold wave and northward moist
air, and provides a rich natural ecology. The mountains are home to rare animals such as giant panda,

golden monkey and so on. It supports a huge variety of plant and wildlife.
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Deep in the mountains, there are a bevy of flying spirits which fly through southward subtropical monsoon.
Their wings shine pink color, and the crown is like ruby. These birds are called crested ibis. The history of crested
ibis is older than human being, as far back as the Eocene era there existed crested ibis. The crested ibis used to be
widespread in eastern Asia. But in the 20th century the number of crested ibis fell sharply due to deforestation and
industrial pollution, at one time they were thought to be extinct. Finally people only found several wild crested ibises in
Yangxian County, Shaanxi. The species was bound to be extinct if it were not for the strong guard of the Qin Mountains
and the restraint of greed of human.
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The cruel fact makes human being stop excessive demands on nature. In order to protect crested
ibis and for self redemption, people started to enclose the hills for natural afforestation and set
protection zone. After decades of recovery, the number of wild crested ibis reaches nearly 2,000. The
tree seedlings which were planted in those years are luxuriant now. Crested ibises are flying at will deep
in the mountains, conveying to other wildlife the wish of harmony between human and nature.

16



