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BEETHOVEN, OP. 37
PIANO CONCERTO,N23, CMINOR

The original manuscript (in the musi-
cal section of the Prussian State Library,
Berlin) bears the year date of 1800, but
sketches for this work are to be found
earlier than this, even as far back as the
year 1797. This Concerto, frequently
altered and revised by Beethoven,
especially with regard to the solo piano
part*), must have been completed by
December 15th 1800, for, on that day,
Beethoven sent his two Concertos 0p.15
and 19 to the Leipzig publisher Hoff-
meister with the remark that he was
keeping back the belter works till he
undertook another concert tour. Op.37
must be amongst these “better works"
though it is not mentioned in his letters.
But on Nov. 237 1802 Beethoven's
brother Karl asked the publisher Johann
André, who was anxious to obtain some
of the composer’s works, the sum of
300 florins for ‘‘a grand Concerto for
the Pianoforte.”” This price and the
amount asked for the other compositions
offered to him seemed however, to
André, far too high.

The first performance with the com-
poser at the piano did not occur until

the 5th of April 1803 in Vienna. For
the second time, the Concerto was
played by Ferdinand Ries on July 19th
or 26th conducted by Beethoven himself.
The work was published subsequently.

The title of the Concerto, which was
published in parts in November 1854
runs as follows:— Grand Concerto
pour le Pianoforte, 2 Violons, Alto,
2 Flites, 2 Hautbois, 2 Clarinetts, 2 Cors,
2 Trompettes, et Timballes, Violoncelle
et Basse composé et dédié A Son
Altesse Royale Monseigneur le Prince
Louis Ferdinand de Prusse par Louis
van Beethoven op. 37. A Vienne au
Bureau d’ Arts et d' Industrie (Edition
No. 289).

The first publication of the score, not
very clearly printed was issued by Ph.
Fr. Dunst, but not until the year 1834,
The firm of C.F.Peters followed up
with an issue of the score in Leipzig in
1861, and Breitkopf & Hartel, in 1862
included it in the complete works of
Beethoven. This Eulenburg edition of
miniature scores presented the work once
more in the year 1894, and is here
reprinted with these introductory notes.

*) For the first performance this was not entirely written in. See Seyfried’s statement in
“Cicilia” 9, 1833, page 219. When Beethoven apologised to the publisher Hoffmeister on April
22nd 1801 for not having yet forwarded the op.19. he added : — “‘Perhaps the only touch of
genius 1 possess lies in the fact that my compositions are not always in good order, though
nobody can remedy that except myself. For instance, according to my general rule, the piano
part of the Concerto was not inseried in the score, and | am filling it in now."”
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CONCERTO No.3

L. van Beethoven, Op. 37

Allegro con brio 1770-1827
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