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ABSTRACT

Based on the field work in Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, this dissertation
describes and discusses the history and reality of the Corps. The discussion leads to the
conclusion that as a unique organization the Corps is one of the developing madels in border areas.
the model’s appearance is attributed to the particular elements of this area.

The dissertation’s basic frame is: In the history of china and world, there are several models of
developing border area. Factors lead to model’s appearance are the area’s geographic, social,
ethnic, cultural, economic and political environment and history. Xinjiang' development needs a
unique organization because of Xinjiang's basic circumstances and the interaction between Xinjiang
and other parts of the country . The histery of Xinjiang and the times’ circumstances supply the
condition of establishing an organization. This organization is Xinjiang Production and
Construction Corps.  To fulfill this particular task, the Corps forms a unique internal structure, the
way of movement and member's comprisal. Combining these factars, the Corps fulfills its function,
forms a sustainable — developing mode. At the same time of fulfilling its function, the Corps
brings about its own problems accompanying the changes of environment, these problems threaten
the Corps’ existing and development. Though, it's could be predicted that the Corps will continue
existing in future,

The dissertation uses the methods of qualitative research and quantitative analysis, combination
of field work and historical document research. [t mainly uses document research and interviews
about the history of the Corps. as for the present running of the Corps, the issue’s analysis based
on interview and field work.

The dissertation alse uses the combination of historical research and comparative analysis,
combination of macroscopic research and microscopic analysis. The comparison analysis is
applied to compare different methods of developing border areas at special times and remote places
of this country, the historical research is applied to analyse the experiences of the governance and
organizations in Xinjiang.

In order to examine the function and the organization of the Corps, the Corps is regarded as a
branch system of Xinjiang and the country. Compared to macroscopic research, microscopic
analysis is mainly applied to examine the system character, the way of changes and the man power
source, idea and mutual relation between the Corps and local government,

With above orientations of theory and methodology, the dissertation has five parts, the basic
ideas of each part can be as follow.

The first part is introduction, it includes literature review, theoretical framework and
methodology.  As a special organization of China, the origin of the Corps can be traced back to

Han dynasty, there is a great significance to study the corps in practice as well as in sphere of
academic research.



The second part includes the first ,5econd and third chapter. The first chapter compares some
countries’ models of developing border areas, especially the organization of the station troops to
open up wasteland, explains the terms and conditions of these models, these terms are similar to the
Corps in some way. To explain its path-dependence as a model of developing border areas, the
second chapter reviews Xinjiang's developing history. The third chapter which examines
establishing and recovering factors of the Corps, indicates Xinjiang's particular factors in contrast
with other border areas of China, these particular factors determine the existence of the Corps.

Including four chapters, the third part analyses the interior conditions of the Corps.  The fourth
chapter examines the Corps’ particular organization and system which includes varieties of sub-
systems, the character of contract, member’s mandatory, concision of organization mixed with
complication of structure on account of its especial function.. The fifth chapter discusses the
Corps'interior system which includes the process of policy decision-making, transmitting messages
inspiration and restriction at the times of garrison troops to open up wasteland, at this times,
mandatory and persuasion (o occupy important positions. The sixth chapter indicates that it's
interest inspiration mixed with mandatory and persuasion plays the main force at the time when
peasants cultivated wasteland. The seventh chapter analyses the Corps'member, explains
pluralistic relations such as consanguinity, resource distribution system and relationship with local
community and exchange networks.

The fourth part analyses the relationship between the Corps and environment, the problems of
the Corps and its function’s fulfillment. The eighth chapter analyses the relationship between the
Corps and its environment which includes central government authority , autonomy region and core
places of China. The ninth chapter analyses problems of the Corps. There are lots of reasons result in
these issues, for example, high degree's planing economics and pure agriculture and market
economics is gradually established in China.  All these lead to the Corps’ member's life style is
lower and lower than farmers living in other local communities, more and more laborers left the
Corps, which affects the Corps’ functioning. Although these problems, the Corps realizes its main
function. Its function includes safeguarding border areas, putting down rebellions, assisting to carry
out country's policy, laying a foundation of Xinjiang's industry, spreading the technology of
agriculture production, establishing Xinjiang's cities and towns system, and most important,
bringing Xinjiang absolutely into China's economic and social system.

The last part as a routine deals with conclusion. It implies two points: first, the significance of

the corps’ in the system; second, the corps model has its distinctive significance concerning the
development of border areas.
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