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Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Allan Poe (19 January 1809-7 October 1849)
was an American writer, editor, and literary critic. Poe is
best known for his poetry and short stories, particularly
his tales of mystery and the macabre. Widely regarded
as a central figure of Romanticism in the United States
and American literature

Poe and his works influenced literature in the United
States and around the world, as well as in specialized
fields, such as cosmology and cryptography. Poe and
his work appear throughout popular culture in literature,
music, films, and television. A number of his homes
are dedicated museums today. The Mystery Writers of
America present an annual award known as the Edgar
Award for distinguished work in the mystery genre.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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The Bedside Classics
of
Wearkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychalogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
sixth set of The Bedside Classics are:

The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Vol. I by Edgar Allan Poe 30.00

Common Sense by Thomas Paine 20.00
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 58.00
Confucian Analects translated by James Legge 38.00
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

Vol. I by Edward Gibbon 28.00
Essays of Mongtaine Complete Vol. [

by Michel de Montaigne 45.00
Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte — Complete Vol. 1

by Louis de Bourrienne 46.00
Paradise Lost by John Milton 16.00
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 35.00
The History of Herodotus — Vol. I by Herodotus 26.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume III) 30.00
The Moon and the Sixpence by W. Somerset Maugham 16.00
On War by Carl von Clausewitz 20.00
All's Well That Ends Well by William Shakespeare 30.00
The World as Will and Idea by Arthur Schopenhauer

(Volume II) 28.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http://
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.
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EDGAR ALLAN POE An Appreciation
By W. H. R.

Caught from some unhappy master whom
unmerciful Disaster

Followed fast and followed faster till his songs
one burden bore—

Till the dirges of his Hope that melancholy
burden bore

Of "never—never more!"”

HIS stanza from "The Raven" was recom-

mended by James Russell Lowell as an
inscription upon the Baltimore monument which
marks the resting place of Edgar Allan Poe, the most
interesting and original figure in American letters.
And, to signify that peculiar musical quality of Poe's
genius which inthralls every reader, Mr. Lowell
suggested this additional verse, from the "Haunted
Palace":

And all with pearl and ruby glowing
Was the fair palace door,
Through which came flowing, flowing, flowing,
And sparkling ever more,
A troop of Echoes, whose sweet duty
Was but to sing,
In voices of surpassing beauty,
The wit and wisdom of their king.
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Born in poverty at Boston, January 19, 1809, dying
under painful circumstances at Baltimore, October 7,
1849, his whole literary career of scarcely fifteen years
a pitiful struggle for mere subsistence, his memory
malignantly misrepresented by his earliest biographer,
Griswold, how completely has truth at last routed
falsehood and how magnificently has Poe come into
his own. For "The Raven," first published in 1845,
and, within a few months, read, recited and parodied
wherever the English language was spoken, the half-
starved poet received $10! Less than a year later his
brother poet, N. P. Willis, issued this touching appeal
to the admirers of genius on behalf of the neglected
author, his dying wife and her devoted mother, then
living under very straitened circumstances in a little
cottage at Fordham, N. Y.:

"Here is one of the finest scholars, one of the most
original men of genius, and one of the most industrious
of the literary profession of our country, whose
temporary suspension of labor, from bodily illness,
drops him immediately to a level with the common
objects of public charity. There is no intermediate
stopping-place, no respectful shelter, where, with the
delicacy due to genius and culture, he might secure
aid, till, with returning health, he would resume his
labors, and his unmortified sense of independence."

And this was the tribute paid by the American
public to the master who had given to it such tales of
conjuring charm, of witchery and mystery as "The Fall
of the House of Usher" and "Ligeia"; such fascinating
hoaxes as "The Unparalleled Adventure of Hans
Pfaall," "MS. Found in a Bottle," "A Descent Into a
Maelstrom" and "The Balloon-Hoax"; such tales of
conscience as "William Wilson," "The Black Cat"
and "The Tell-tale Heart," wherein the retributions
of remorse are portrayed with an awful fidelity; such
tales of natural beauty as "The Island of the Fay" and



