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Chinese Writers Association and Literary Movements
during the Period of the War of Against-Japanese

Abstract

With a close watch on the mission of Chinese Writers Association to lead and organize
literary movements nationwide as its fundamental historic feature, structured by an overall review
of the Association’s historic existence and evolving process, and focusing on those important
literature and art movements led by the Association, this dissertation, through a deep investigation
into the historic facts of the Association, presents special explanations and understandings on the
disputes over “national style,” on the constitution of literature and art tradition in military units, on
the crisis of remuneration system, on the intervening of party politics into New Literature, on the
constitution of New Literature tradition and other critical issues.

Due to the insufficiency of accurate knowledge on the Association’s basic historic facts and
main features in current academic circle, the first section of this dissertation is based on the
discussion of the Association’s organizing system, and with reference to the construction and
evolving process of the Association’s ability to lead and organize writers and artists all over the
country, takes an overview of the Association’s basic features and evolving process by tracing and
examining historic events concerned with the Association. The first chapter, started with a
discussion of the Association’s organizing style, activities in theoretical exploration, and efforts in
seeking for policies to regulate literature and art, and with a consideration of the New Literature
tradition in the background, reaches the conclusion that the ultimate historical characteristic of the
Association is that it is an organization purposefully aiming to lead and organize literature and art
movements nationwide. .On this basis, chapter 2 traces the Association’s history from its
pre-founding stage to its foundation, and points out the social and historical reasons for which the
Association was founded and acknowledged by writers and artists nationwide. With an inspection
of the personnel structures in different sessions of the Association’s council and standing council
in chapter 3, and an account of Lao She’s contribution to the Association in Chapter 4, this
dissertation makes further study on the history of the Association.

Structurally, the above four chapters function as a general introduction, which makes an
outline of the Association’s history and paves the way for our analysis on the relation between the
Association and wartime literature and art movements with logic support and historic evidence. In
logic consideration, the above four chapters are categorized in the firs section.

The second section studies further the contents of anti-Japanese literature and art movements
organized by the Association in the call of “literature to the countryside, literature to the army.”
This section gives new explanations on some critical issues in anti-Japanese literature and art
movements through examining the Association’s role in those movements as an organizer and
participator.

In more detail, this section consists of three chapters. Chapter 5 concentrates on the
organizational function of the Association through reexamining the reasons for which the debate
on the idea of “literature unrelated to the Anti-Japanese War” happened, and also the reasons for
which the disagreement between the two sides of the debate originates. This chapter points out
that the unseen truth of this debate is not that Liang Shiqiu presented an improper idea, but that the
members of the Association claimed publicly the leadership of the Association in literature circle



through a collective practice of rebutting Liang’s idea. Chapter 6 discusses the popular literature
and art movements initiated by the Association in the early period of the Anti-Japanese War, as
well as some theoretical disputes engendered. Beginning with an analysis in historic context of the
reasons for whic;h the Association-led popular literature and art movement won support from
writers and artists nationwide in such a short period, this chapter then describes in detail this
movement and analyzes different understandings of different participants on the value of this
movement, and then turns to examine the disputes over “national style” engendered by these
differences. Around the topic of the Association’s efforts in theoretical promotion and the
activities concerned with “Battlefield-visiting writers” under the guidance of the Association,
chapter 7 acknowledges the Association’s contribution to the construction of wartime battlefield
culture and the development of literature and art tradition in military units.

In a chronological view, the two or three years before 1940 is the main period during which
the Association initiated Anti-Japanese War literature and art movement. In this sense, what we
discuss in the second section is actually the activities of the Association in its early period.

The third section comes out with a consideration of the Association’s reexamining and
criticizing of Anti-Japanese War literature and art movement in the previous period. Topics in this
section are mainly concerned with the Association’s activities in an aftempt to develop New
Literature, which include the re-orientation of literature and art values, guarantying writers’
subsistence, and explanation of New Literature tradition. With a view of the evolvement of
literature values, chapter 8 analyzes the historical significance of the Association’s Anti-Japanese
War literature and art movement and the expiration of that movement. On this basis, the
re-orientation of New Literature development is taken into consideration. Chapter 9 concentrates
on the Association-initiated “guarantying writers’ subsistence” movement, which evolved from a
movement of defending the independence of New Literature to a movement of democratic politics.
Thus the social background of the Association’s evolvement is clarified, which helps to outline the
Association’s development in its last few years. Chapter 10 is a case study of the rewriting of New
Literature tradition by party politics, which includes social activities such as commemorating Lu
Xun, celebrating Mao Dun’s and Guo Moruo’s birthdays, and the like. This study illustrates how
the Association lost its leadership in the literature circle while participating in rewriting New
Literature tradition.

From a chronologi'cal perspective, the third section is a study of the last period of the
Association’s existence, In view of the Association’s evolvement, it is a period during which the
Association was deprived of its leadership in the literature circle and involved in national
democratic movements. In other words, the Association transformed from a literature organization
aiming to develop New Literature to a pan-political organization striving for democracy.

That is to say, the first section is a general introduction of the Association’s history, which
discusses the construction and evolving process of the Association’s cultural power. The second
and the third sections are two branches, in which the Association’s historical significance in the
development of New Literature is acknowledged through examining those literature and art
movements under the Association’s direction, and also in which this dissertation gives new
understandings and explanations on several critical issues in the development of New Literature in
the 1940s through examining the Association’s activities.

Keywords: Chinese Writers Association, Lao She, Against-Japanese literature and art, Folk
literary movement, Battlefield literature, New Literature tradition
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