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ABSTRACT

Petroglyphs in Ningxia are famous for their outstanding look of human
faces and animals. Experts and scholars have done deep research from
different dimensions on their characteristics, therefore, proposed some
unique and penetrating annotations. However, scholars neglect a phenomena
that petroglyphs found in Ningxia, with different forms, unique style and rich
annotation, have clear and distinct regional characteristics.

Apart from using animals as subject, anthropomorphic figure is another
important subject of petroglyphs. This kind of petroglyph mainly describe
people’s action and their behavior, such as hunting, riding, shooting, dancing,
fighting, blessing, and etc.. Under such a circumstance, petroglyphs describing
anthropomorphic figure only use circles to represent persons’ heads; use lines
to represent persons’ bodies. Fingers and costumes are not showed, and only a
few of them have headwear or tailpieces.Anthropomorphic figures are mostly
self-descriptions, which shows that people’s ego were greatly promoted,
that show us people’s inherent space, including their beliefs, traditions, life
taboos and customs. Moreover, anthropomorphic figure has also been found in
colored pottery such as the ancient painted pottery of Majiayao culture. Hence,
anthropomorphic figures can be seen as a culture identity of petroglyphs found
in Ningxia. Although research has been done on this kind of petroglyph, their

scope is relatively limited, and most importantly, this they lack comprehensive



analysis on petroglyph’s regional feature.

Researches done before just show squatting anthropomorphic figures,
either focused on a world-scope or culture symbol, and lacks concrete analysis.
Furthermore, the theory analysis mainly place emphasis on discovery of “the
original thinking mode” and “symbolization of image language and signs”.

The paper focuses on three representative sources of Ningxia’s
anthropomorphic figures, and comprehensive research on the related image
types (including research on its distribution and revolution process, its
historical process and background reasons of formation; its cultural inherence
and back reasons; influence from geographical environment and production
mode). With the existing research fruits gathered, also with back-up of the
comparison of the anthropomorphic figures and colored pottery, the paper
verifies the relevant age and clan of petroglyphs found in Ningxia. We know
that due to lack of resource it is still hard to obtain a concrete conclusion of
the age of petroglyphs found in Ningxia. Thus, this paper only, based on single
cases, focuses on research of motivation and function of the petroglyphs. The
author wishes that others can, by making use of the gains, make a deeper
research on this perspective.

By focusing on three main petroglyphs in Ningxia, i.e., in the Helan
mountain, in the East Lingwu mountain and in the Zhongwei north mountain,
this paper tends to analyze and compare the three locations via iconology,
anthropology and archaeology, in order to draw a conclusion on distribution
characteristic, changing rule and cultural inherence of anthropomorphic figures
found in Ningxia.

Analysis and comparison result show that single or couple
anthropomorphic figures are most likely to appear in the Helan mountain
areas. Its meaning mainly imply frog lines, god lines and reproductions, which
belongs to the products made at the end of the Neolithic Age. As for the East

Lingwu mountain area, the anthropomorphic figures elements are often
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appeared with animals (or surrounded with animals). Some think this is “logo
of the clan or sign of the reproduction”, which belongs to the products of the
end of the Neolithic Age to the Bronze Age. By contrast, the anthropomorphic
figure in the Zhongwei north mountain is realistic representation of the life of
semi-horde of the Bronze Age. Based on the above analysis, the development
of the three petroglyph-areas is from abstract to concrete, and is different on
both time and culture. These differences come from the difference in the local
economy. Although the economic type in these three places is the combination
of farming and herding, factor such as local weather, plant and landform is still
different. As proportion of economic type is different in the three areas, each
anthropomorphic figure has their unique meaning. This also proves that similar
image does not always equal to the same meaning, thus it is too simplify only to
do the basic analysis.

Owing to Ningxia’s special geographical location, its culture inevitably
received shock from the outside, and therefore blended with others. This can
be showed on the petroglyph. Apparently, living environment, living mode
and culture difference has altogether determined different connotation of the
petroglyph, which, in turn, verifies that petroglyph is product of the multi-
factors such as the related geographical environment, the then economic

production tradition, the cultural structure, original religion mode, and etc..
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