Since nd 3 rity over his fellow men, and since force is not the source of right, conventions remain as the basis of all lawful authority among men.

If an indivi¥ Pcan alienate his 1iberty and become the slave of a master, why should not a whole people be able to alienate theirs, and become subject to a king? In
this there are many equivacal terms requiring explamation, but let us confine ourselves ta the word alienate. To alienate is to give or sell. Now. a man wha becomes another s slave
does not give himself, he sells himself at the very least for his subsistence. But why daes a nation sell itself? So far from a king supplying his subjects with their subsistence, he
draws his from them, and, according to Rabelais, a king dees not live on a little. o subjects, then, give up their persons on condition that their property also shall be taken? I de
not see what is left for them to keep.

It will be said that the despet secures to his subjects civil peace. Be it so; but what de they gain by that, if the wars which his ambition brings upen them, together with his insatiable

greed and the vexations of his administration, harass them more than their own dissensions would? What do they gain by it if this tranquillity is itself one of their miseries? Men
live tranquilly alse in dungeons, is that enough to make them contented there? The Greeks con fined in the cave of the Cyclops lived 'peacefully until their turn came ta be devoured.
To say that a man gives himself for nothing is te say what is absurd and inconceivable, such an act is illegitimate and invalid, for the simple reason that he who performs it is not
in his right mind. To say the same thing of a whole nation is to suppese a nation of foals, and madness does not confer rights

Even if each person could alienate kimself, he could not alienate his children, they are born free men, their liberty belongs to them and no one has a right to dispese of it except
themselves. Before they have come to years of discretion, the father canm, in their name, stipulate conditions for their preservation and welfare, but not surrender them irrevecably

and uncenditienally, for such a gift is contrary to the ends of nature, and exceeds the rights of paternity. In order, then, that an arbitrary government might be legitimate, it would

be necessary that the peaple in each generation should have the optien of accept:

g ar rejecting it, but in that, a gavernment would na lon,

Te remounce one's liberty is to remeunce ome s quality as a man, the rights and alse the duties of humanity. For! re nounces everything thel ossible campensation.

Such a renunciation is incompatible with man s nature, for te take away all freedom from his will is to take aw; lity from his actions. In sl au which stipulates

absolute authority on the one side and unlimited obedience on the other is vain and comtradictery. Is i: we are under no obli, a man from

whom we have a right to demand everything? And does not this single condition, without equivalent, wit es Pullity of thelae 1d my slave
y

have against me since all that he has belongs to me? His rights being mine, this right of me against m

Grotius and athers derive from war anether erigin for the pretended right of slavery. The victer hav. tal ‘A right of - Watter may

purchase his life at the cost of his freedom, an agreement sa much the more legitimate that it turns to th
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