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Chapter 1
The Storm

Wandering has always been, and still is, what I love to do, the
joy of my heart, the very sunshine of my life. As a child, as a boy,
and as a man, I have been a wanderer throughout the length and
breadth® of the wide, wide world.

My father had been captain of a ship, and when I was about
twelve years of age I went to sea. For some years I was happy in
visiting the seaports, and in coasting along the shores of England. But,
while engaged® in the coasting trade, I met with many seamen who
had travelled to almost every quarter of the globe. Of all the places of
which they told me, none pleased my thoughts so much as the Coral
Islands of the Southern Seas. They told me of thousands of beautiful
islands that had been formed by a very small creature called the coral
animal; islands where summer reigned® nearly all the year round; yet
where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty® savages®. These
accounts had so great an effect upon my mind that, when I reached the
age of fifteen, I resolved® to make a journey to the South Seas myself.

I had much difficulty in persuading my parents to let me go; but
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when I urged on my father that he would never have become a great
captain if he had remained in the coasting trade, he saw the truth of
what I said, and gave his consent. My father placed me under the
charge of an old friend of his, a merchant® captain, who was about to
sail to the South Seas in his own ship, the Arrow.

It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her
sails to the wind and sailed for the regions of the south. The captain
shouted; the men ran to obey?; the noble ship bent over to the wind,
and the shore gradually faded® from my view, while I stood looking on
with a kind of feeling that the whole scene was a delightful® dream.

There were a number of boys in the ship, but two of them were
my special favourites, Jack Martin was a tall, broad-shouldered youth of
eighteen, with a handsome, pleasant, firm face. He had been to a good
school, was clever and lion-like in his actions, but mild® and quiet by
nature. Jack was a general favourite, and had a special fondness® for
me. My other companion® was Peterkin Gay. He was little, quick,
funny, and about fourteen years old. But Peterkin’s fun was almost
always harmless, else he could not have been so much liked as he was.

“Hallo, young man!” cried Jack Martin, touching me on the
shoulder the day I joined the ship. “Come below, and I’ll show you
your bed. You and I are to be companions, and I think we shall be
good friends, for I like the look of you.”

Jack was right. He and 1 and Peterkin afterwards became the best
and truest friends that ever sailed together on the stormy waves.

I shall say little about the first part of our voyage. We had the
usual amount of rough® weather and calm; also we saw many strange
fish rolling® in the sea, and I was greatly delighted one day by seeing a
number of flying fish come out of the water and fly through the air

about a foot above the surface.




: 37 % ¥¢ The Coral Island :

Notes
R @y

R

M

@ fade ferd/ v. & ,5H |

X, A%

SAMRE, STEN

® mild /maild/ a B %
59,536, BN

BY.EBE

@ companion

/kam'panjan/ n. BfE, E
LR DT—AMERNEB—ARRITHEE,
L CBRETE, REREBRNK, RAIRAER
L RIRET, RIVFHE—RIE, RERIMT—E R
R

RE

HRAH

s ER

R, ARREERX, BERT, FHEREMS
D — B R . R AR, BITE
L HCHMERIRE R, AMEEN HRST.

® merchant /'ma:tfont/ a. !

HE—MRMTEKNEFE, RITMMTER

| RPGHILELL, BRES. AFITARRITH
LR ERS. RITEKKTRIBR . k%
| HTERMMEFE Rk, RN YL
2 obey rrber v B0 | HIRTER, BUAE —FOERHE, BEOTORX — IR —

| IR

i EREAIIABET, HFERTRT

D REFRAR, AR -STRABATREBNT+
® delightul [dv'latulla. + -\ wgmay )|, f — R, BERER
| BMXEAER. LR ENEE, HEHT
L REEENEE, ERRMHRBTR, HEAA
DG, KEERERM, FEARRIEHIF. RE
L B IREWEL B, TG, +
@mmmfmmyng@ygﬁ,awmﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ%o@%wﬁﬁm

| RERRAERN. BUNERITHERSEH
| R

“WRiF! ERAY AERB K EMERE,

RIRIH) . AR EFEHRSFRERTHE

| ERBEFNE L RS O RE . B
51y
rough /raf/ a. ¥ F 8, :

Xt FHATIT— T HMATRAE LR £

D —EIEARIER, X EERRAELRNME W,
@ rolt /roul/ v. FE, fF--- ':

P RAWELEAEANBERZ T, RIVER T
P ZABRASHAEEEE . F-RXREETH




o i 42 M SR - T UM IR O R TERR)

At last we came among the coral? islands of the Pacific, and I
shall never forget the delight with which I gazed—when we chanced to
pass one—at the pure white shores, and the green palm? trees, which
looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we three wish
to be landed on one, thinking that we should certainly find perfect

happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected.

A Wreck®

One night, soon after we entered the tropics®, an awful storm
burst® upon our ship. For five days the storm continued in all its force.
Everything was swept off the decks except one small boat, and we all
thought ourselves lost. The captain said that he had no idea where we
were, as we had been blown far out of our course; and we were much
afraid that we might get amongst the dangerous coral reefs, of which
there are so many in the Pacific.

At daybreak® on the sixth moming of the storm we saw land in
front of us. It was an island circled by a reef™ of coral, on which the
waves broke with great force. There was calm water within this reef,
but we could only see one narrow opening into it. This opening we tried
to reach, but before we reached it a great wave broke over the back of
the ship, damaged it, and thus left us at the mercy of the waves.

“That’s the end of us now! ” said the captain to the men. “Get the
boat ready, we shall be on the rocks in less than half an hour.”

The men obeyed in silence, for they felt that there was little hope
for so small a boat in such a sea.

“Come. boys,” said Jack Martin, in a grave tone, to me and

Peterkin. as we stood on the deck® awaiting our fate. “Come, boys; we
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can reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to turn over; so
I mean rather to trust myself to a large oar®. I see through the telescope®
that the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves® break
into® the quiet water inside, so, if we manage to keep hold of the oar
till it is driven over the waves, we may perhaps reach the shore. What
say you, will you join me?”

We gladly agreed to follow Jack, although I knew by the sad tone
of his voice that he had little hope; and indeed, when I looked at the
white waves that broke on the reef and boiled against the rocks as if in
anger, I felt that there was but a step between us and death.

The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with
the boat, and the captain beside them giving orders, when a great wave
came towards us. We three ran forward to lay hold of our oar, and had
only just reached it when the wave fell on the deck with a sound like
thunder®. At the same moment the ship struck, the mast® broke off®
close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and the men
along with it. Jack seized an axe to cut our oar free, but, owing to the
motion of the ship, he missed and struck the axe deep into the oar.
Another wave, however, washed the oar free. We all seized hold of it.
and the next instant we were in the wild sea. The last thing I saw was
the boat turning over, and all the sailors® in the angry waves. Then I

lost my senses.




