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THESIS: The Ethics and The Politics of The Qin and The Han Dynasty
SPECIALIZATION: Chinese Ancient History
POSTGRADUATE: Wang Jian
MENTOR: Professor Wei Liang Tao
ABSTRACT

The concept of ancient political ethics dates from the chiefdom society of remote times
and the Western Zhou dynasty is the foundational period of the early form of classical ethical
politics. During the Spring-Autumn and Warring States Periods, there existed a booming
phenomenon of academic freedom----a hundred schools of thought contend: Confucianism
advocating the pattern of ethical politics of virtuous ruling; the Taoist school contriving the
tradition of political ethics of Puzhiism and the Legalists establishing in tradition of political
ethics of totalitarianism, all of which exert tremendous influence on the politics of the Qin
and the Han Dynasty. {(cf. Chapter One)

The course of the political culture of the Qin involves two stages: Zhouize and
Legalistize. Following the example of the politics of the Western Zhou Dynasty, Qin
Mugong sought the hegemonical cause in the Spring-autumn Period. During the Warring
States Periods, the Legalists became the leading spirit of the politics in the state of the Qin
and played the decisive role in the magnificent cause of the Qin’s uniting all the six states
and establishing the first centralized monarchy in Chinese history. The alienation of Shi
Gong tradition and the powerlessness of the ethics restriction are the internal causes of the
Qin Dynasty's doom.( cf. Chapter Two)

The regional culture background of Liu Bang Foundmg Group is the main reason for the
early Han Dynasty’s accepting Huang-Lao Thought. The combination of the tradition of
Huang-Lao’s Puzhiism with the Han’s politics is the motive force for the Shi Gong politics
to run on the course of ethical politics. Such tendency of ruling the state begins with Han
Gaodi's age and arrives at a high tide in the Han Wendi's age. The Wen Jing’s civilization is
established on the basis of both the dominant Huang-Lao Thought and the mixing ethical
politics of the Confucianism with the Taoist school. Yet, there are many clashes between
ethics and politics during the early stage of the Han Dynasty. ( cf. Chapter Three)

In the middle and the late of the Han Dynasty, the Confucianism became the ideology of
the Dynasty. The patiem of Confucius ethical politics with a series of features of
systematization has formed gradually. The ethics restriction has achieved great success in
both broad and narrow senses. Great progress has been made both in the politicalized ethics
control and in the ethics construction over its subjects. Because of the Han Dynasty's
adopting the filial piety in ruling the country, new order between the monarch and its
subjects and the political and moral view in following-official group has been established.
From then on, after the historical changes of the negation of negation, the ethical politics
tradition initiated from the age of the Western Zhou dynasty gained its revival.

Abandoning the tradition of Wu Wei political principle, Han Wudi adopted the
Confucius” ethical principle of You Wei politics and applied it to his imperative achievement
complex. Establishing the systems and expanding land as the two kinds of achievements
pursuing has been put into effect. Therefore, the middle of the Han dynasty has become a




political era that flaunts the banner of the ethics as well as the achievements. The tension and
the clashes between the ethics and the achievements and the conflicts between the ideal of
virtuous ruling and autocratic politics are both visual angles to the analysis the Han Wudi's
age. The political contradiction in Yuan Cheng Ai Ping's age centered on the contlicts and
clashes between Confucius’ ethical ideas and the politics in decaying empire. (ct. Chapter
Four)

There is an intimate relation between the ethical politics and the rising and doom of the
Xin Dynasty. Wang Mang succeeded in taking the place of Han Dynasty by following ethical
politics which won over the people. Meanwhile, it is the deception and the ossification of the
concept of ethical politics that causes the failure of Xin Dynasty’s system reform. However,
the rulers of the Dong Han Dynasty dedicated themselves to rehabilitate Confucius’ ethics
by drawing a lesson from the passing Dynasty. They lay emphasis on the tendency of
concrete matters with work, strengthening the ideas of loyal and reputation of the Shi Da
Fu's class. In the late years of the Dong Han Dynasty, different parties fought together with
great loftiness against the dark politics, which prevented the process of political weakening.
The ethical code that was deeply approved of played special part in the strengthening the
power of the Dong Han Dynasty (cf. Conclusion).

The three ethical traditions, the Confucianism, the Taoist School and the Leaglism,
fought off or assimilated and syncretized with each other in the process of their evolvement.
which left striking theoretical track in the Han Dynasty’s ethical trend of thought. The
integration between the three traditions and the politics of the Qin and the Han Dynasty
promoted the alternation of the achievement's politics to ethical politics. The history of the
Qin and Han Dynasty shows that the interaction and syncretism of the affinity as well as
inconsistent features of the tension and conflicts coexists both between Confucius’ ethics and
the Han's politics. The soul of Confucius’ democratic ethics derives from the ethics
restriction which comes from Shi Da Fu’s class. With the help of the power of morals and
public opinion of morals, the ethics restriction on the emperors’ political morals and power
performing has made up for the inherent malpractice of autocratic, which can be viewed as
efficient modulation mechanism in absolutism system. The ethics control in the eras of the
Qin and Han Dynasty, which were carried out in the forms of education and legal systems
has maintained the politics estate order, reflected the social civilization and promoted the
stable development of the states. But it has set off a serious question on the alienation of
morals and moral obscurantism.

Since the ethical politics of the Han Dynasty is the running form of the absolutism
system in essence, which inevitably carries the tension and conflicts between ethics and
politics. The prospect of conflicts between the Qin and the Han Dynasty is not only the
conflicts between the attitude of moral idealism and the approach that deals with concrete
matters but also the contradiction and the antithesis between ethics and history. In addition, it
also reveals the contraction and antithesis between democratic ethics as well as political
rationality and absolutism power as well as autocratic will. In the Han Dynasty, the ethics
restriction on the loyal power was less or weaker than that on its subjects. The ethics control
is abused because of its effectiveness in control over its subjects. The unbalanced situation in

ethics control brings many problems which are the intrinsic evils of the politics in the Middle
Age (ctf. Conclusion) .
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