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Abstract

Guo dian Chu Slips(¥8J& %) have been paid great attention since being unearthed in
1993. There are plentiful academic fruits that depend on hard work of many scholars. But
the research on the slips mostly concentrated on the circles of philosophy and archeology,
and the linguistic research fallen behind them.

There are great advantages to be the materials of phonetics for Guodian Chu Slips study.
On one hand, the 18 documents of Guodian Chu Slips contain plentiful materials of
“Tongjia”(B M) and “Yiwen”($£3X), and 5 of them with “Yun”(#8) can be used as
important phonetics materials of Chu dialect during the period of the Warring States. On the
other hand, Guodian Chu Slips reserved a lot of varied special “Xingsheng” (JEE )characters
in Chu dialect. These characters were created by the way of adding or replacing the
phonograms that reflect the differences between Chu speech and general language. They are
also important measures for the Chu phonetics study.

This dissertation takes Guodian Chu Tomb Slips( (FJEREEATE) ) complied by
Hubei Jingmen Museum as study object. It totally combs the materials of phonetics including
“Tongjia”, “Yiwen” and verse of the book, and compares characters in the documents of
Daoism and Confucian in Guo dian Chu Slips so that it may reveal its complexity as
linguistic materials and its distinguishing features of “Yunbu” (B83PB) in the Chu speech
during the period of the Warring States can be observed and studied . Concretely speaking,
these works have been done:

Firstly, after comparing the documents of Daoism and Confucian in Guo dian Chu Slips
with epigraphs, Chu slips, and the ancient style prose of Shuo wen from the aspect of
representative phonograms and components, this article draws a conclusion that the content
of Guo dian Chu Slips is not pure and it is a complex of the documents in different regions.
In Guo dian Chu Slips, it is kept more distinguishing features of characters of Qi kingdom
and Lu kingdom in Yu cong 1 ( (;E#—) ), Yu cong I ( (&) ), Yu congIll( (FE#
=) ), Tang Yu Zhi Dao( {jEE2 &) ) and Zhong Xin Zhi Dao( (E{5Z1E) ), while the
other writings such as three kinds of Lao Zi ( (E&F) ), Zi Yi( {(A§4K) ) reserved typical
linguistic materials of Chu kingdom.

Secondly, this article puts 565 groups of “Tongjia” characters in order, points out same
research fruits between Guo dian Chu Slips and this text though concrete example from
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aspect of initial consonant and “Yunbu”, and studies 35 groups of “Tongjia” characters that
initial consonant is far from vowel and the pronunciation connections actually exist when
they are observed from concrete explanation and “Yiwen”.
Thirdly, it makes a summary about the use of “Yiwen” and verse. on one hand, it cites

17 groups of “Yiwen” materials that reflect the distinguishing features of Chu speech to
speak in.detail, on the other hand , on the basis of the reliable rhyme examples in Guo dian
Chu Slips, the use of verses in rhyme adds up to 150 times altogether , in which the same
“Yunbu” in rthyme is singly used 112 times, the same basic vowel in rhyme (“lEBY”

(Tongyun) )is used 7 times, the different “Yunbu” in thyme( “&#)” (Heyun) )is used 30
times ,especially, it pays attention to the uses of “£#J” (Heyun) (including “&E#&y”

(Tongyun) ). _

Finally, it analyses the phonograms of special “Xingsheng” characters in the Chu dialect,
and according to the materials of “Yiwen” ,“Tongjia” and verse sums up the distinguishing
features of Chu dialect on “Yunbu” : (1)The pronunciation of the words “é4” ( You) and
“¥” ( Xiao ) is close; (2) The pronunciation of the words “= ” (Zhi) and “FA”(Yu) is
close;(3) The pronunciation of the words “42”(Qin)and “Z%”(Tan) is close. At the same time,
the article points out that the pronunciation of the words “2.” (Zhj) W @hand “2” @) are
mixed, which reflect the characteristics of “Yunbu” in Chu speech during the early and
middle period of the Warring States and the same basic vowsl in thyme of “Zhengme” GEED |

“Zhenwerl (FL30), the words “2.” (Zhi),“ #4”( You) ,and the contact of the words © fg”
(Zhi)and“f” ( Wei)are not the characteristic of Chu dialect.

Key words: Guo dian Chu Slips; characters of “Tongjia”(MR); “Yiwen”(RX); verse;

characteristics of “Yunbu” (8835)
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