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Preface

Mr. Chen Kaixi is a friend of mine that I’'ve never met. However, it’s so strange that I always feel he is kind of familiar. This sense of
familiarity and respect derived from a mountain, or more precisely, from Mr. Chen’s love and interpretation for the mountain.

This mountain is named as Qiyun Mountain and located at Xiuning County, Huangshan City, Anhui Province. We regard it as sister
mountain of the Huang Mountain. Qiyun Mountain is crowned as one of the four famous Taoist mountains in China with thriving culture.
By appreciating Mr. Chen’s masterpiece, I started to know that Qiyun Mountain was characterized as vivid and graceful. Upon opening the
album, the elegant and picturesque mountain appeared in front of me like a charming beauty. At that moment, I finally got the meaning of “A
picture is worth a thousand words”.

Mr.Chen has always been working at the grassroots level. In my opinion, photography not only is his hobby, but also constitutes his
spiritual pursuit and sentimental ambition for more than 30 years. Ai Qin had a poem saying “why are there tears in my eyes, because I love
the land so much”. Mr.Chen’s dedication to photographic art and obsession with his homeland also come from his deep love. Because of
the love, he has kept recording the scenery of Qiyun Mountain by camera for decades. This Mountain has been integrated into his body and
become the driving force of his life.

These magnificent photos often remind me of a lonely and persistent view of back. He stepped into every corner of the mountain day
after day, shooting its varied beauty silently. He’s the real confidant and friend of the mountain.And I also know it’s great happiness in life to
live with such a haunting mountain for a selfless photographer.

Actually, it’s really difficult to express the beauty of a mountain. It'll easily turn to a simple pile of views if conducted carelessly.
Mr.Chen caught the essence of Qiyun Mountain accurately. Focusing on its vividness and elegance, he is trying to show layering of the
mountain and enliven the pictures through comparison of colors and tones. Most of the selected photos were taken in autumn, when maple
leaves were as red as fire and the semblance of the mountain appeared like cinnabar. From a professional point of view, the composition,
photographic light, matching of lines and colors and connotation of these pictures are almost perfect.

What’s the most important is that the album embodies the special cultural meaning of Qiyun Mountain. It interprets the historical and
cultural accumulation of containing three religions and shows the unique cultural ideas of harmony and peace. We can perceive Mr.Chen’s
excellent skills in both literature and photography from the album.

Obviously, this album is dedicated to revealing the vividness and beauty of Qiyun Mountain. Four parts of the album related to each
other, expressing its gorgeous landscape scenery and offering readers pleasing aesthetic enjoyment and meaningful aftertaste.

Huizhou is a fairview on the vast land of China and Qiyun Mountain is a peatl on the glorious land of Huizhou.

This album is bound to be a rewarding book.

Wang Wenlan
Jul 5th, 2013 Beijing

Wang Wenlan: Vice Chairman of China Photographers Association.
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Preface

Qiyun Mountain scenic area, historically called Bai Yue, is located in Xiuning County, Anhui Province. With Huang Mountain on its
north, it embraced fairly beautiful scenery, which is crowned as "the most gotgeous view in the south of the Yangtze River”. Named after
the highest peak that stood as high as clouds in the sky, Qiyun Mountain got its name naturally. Emperor Qianlong praised it as "the unique
view and the most honored mountain in the south”. Magical and beautiful scenic landform, rich and mysterious Taoist culture, an array of
cliffs, graceful and restrained Huizhou pastoral composed a gorgeous and grand landscape painting in the scenic area.

For thousands of years, mountains and rivers at Qiyun Mountain have attracted numerous Taoist priests. To name just a few, Gong
Qixia, Yu Taoyuan and Zhang Sanfeng, They opened up and inherited Taoist culture and history of 1300 years at Qiyun Mountain. And they
built a spiritual home for us common people. Therefore, Tang Bohu would come to Qiyun Mountain to seek spiritual consolation after “the
Examinations fraud”. Xu Xiake visited Qiyun Mountain twice for both the natural scenery and the Taoist culture. The mountains and rivers
have also attracted lots of men of letters and dignitaries, such as Li Bai, Zhu Xi and Tang Bohu. They left more than 1500 painted stones
for us. Although, after holocausts, there are only 573 carved stones left, Qiyun Mountain possesses the most carved stones in the south of
the Yangtze River. Qiyun Taoist culture began in early Tang Dynasty. In Song and Yuan dynasties, the foundation was consolidated. In 1532
AD, Emperor Jiajing appointed his officials to visit Qiyun Mountain to pray for offspring and succeed. He was so ecstatic that he financed
the construction of Tai Su Palace and ordered the 48th, 49th and 50th masters to reside at Qiyun Mountain in charge of Taoist affairs. Since
then, Qiyun Mountain has not only been included on the list of China’s four Taoist shrines, but also become one of the two royal ashrams
together with Wudang Mountain.

Historically, this renowned Taoist center has not only achieved reputation in the south of the Yangtze River because of its
providentially beautiful scenery and century-long cultural tradition, but also attracted common people owning to its efficacious blessing
experience. 19 champions in Xiuning and 2996 successful candidates of Huizhou District in Ming and Qing Dynasties who came to Qiyun
Mountain praying for academic success all made their dreams come true, which let Mengzhen Bridge becomes the Holy Land of the
learners. The Chinese Character “Shou” meaning longevity inscribed by Zhu Xi let each visitor to Qiyun enjoy the fun of “living longer”.
The fulfillment of Emperor Jiajing’s pray for children undoubtedly helped Tai Su Palace gain more and more reputation. Inside Xiaohutian
scenic area, officials would find a paradise for momentary seclusion and scholars might realize their dream of servicing the country.

Qiyun Mountain has always been an inclusive mountain for its coexistence with the three religions of Taoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism. The most significantly, appearing as a mellow, silky and linear mountain, it perfectly exhibits the true meaning of Taoism,
which attaches great importance to harmony, peace and benignity. With the Huang Mountain standing on its north, Qiyun Mountain holds
its unique characteristics. Zhan Ruoshui, one of the outstanding scholars in Ming Dynasty once composed a couplet for Qiyun Mountain.
He said that the mountain got its name because of the skyrocketing rocks which stretch to a far distance, thus creating a special view in
South China, and Xinan River was named for its clear and clean streams at the crossing of two waters, winning reputation all over the
country. As one of China’s Taoist resorts, Qiyun Mountain has been listed as key units of protection by national authorities. It was crowed
as National Forest Park, National Key Scenic Area, National Geo-park and 4A-level National Scenic Spot in the chronological order. Such
a marvelous scenic area deserves an exquisite album. I am honored to have been living and working at Xiuning, a treasure on the foot of
Qiyun Mountain wand at the source of Xinan River. I have been engaged in the work of photographing for Mount Qiyun for decades and
enjoyed varied tastes brought by all my work. It’s great fortune for me to finish this album!

Chen kaixi
Jul 8th, 2013
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Scenic spot of Bai Yue: Qiyun Mountain Scenic Area is historically called Bai Yue.
With Huangshan Mountain on its north, it embraced fairly beautiful scenery, which is crowned
as  “the most gorgeous view in the south of the Yangtze River” . Emperor Qianlong praised
it as "the unique view and the most honored mountain in the south” . Magical and beautiful
scenic landform, rich and mysterious Taoist culture, an array of cliffs, graceful and restrained
Huizhou pastoral composed a gorgeous and grand landscape painting in the scenic area.

Qiyun Mountain is floating among green mountains and rivers and white walls with
black tiles, composing a colorful piece of painting. The peaks, ridges, rocks, valleys, holes,
gullies, streams are all round, soft and tender, embodying the Taoist philosophy of loyalty,

peace, smooth and kindness. Moreover, the warm color of red is favored by almost everyone.

'F* Scenic Spot of Bai Yue
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