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A Story from the

Sand-Hills
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This story is from the sand-dunes or sand-hills of
Jutland, but it does not begin there in the North, but far
away in the South, in Spain. The wide sea is the highroad
from nation to nation, journey in thought, then, to sunny
Spain. It is warm and beautiful there. the fiery® pome-
granate flowers peep from among dark laurels, a cool re-
freshing breeze from the mountains blows over the orange
gardens, over the Moorish halls with their golden cupolas
and coloured walls. Children go through the streets in
procession with candles and waving banners, and the sky,

lofty and clear with its glittering stars, rises above them.
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Sounds of singing and castanets® can be heard, and
youths and maidens dance upon the flowering acacia trees,
while even the beggar sits upon a block of marble, re-
freshing himself with a juicy melon, and dreamily enjo-
ying life. It all seems like a beautiful dream.

KRN EBFZY I B — g A e AR
FIFRR B9, W, AR 1R T Y VR T B DY P R AR Y iR
HEZ BN BH—IEREGRRE 23 TR, B T 7
ZFNE Y BB U o Uk W Y, S L= 35 W A 5 IR LK L 0 A iR AE AR
AR R A EERM Z [ T . — B0 U KUM L B R ke, ik
B bl BL, R BB O ON B AT 46 (5 58 THURT R 0,355 B A 4
AIRB b 70128 46 W T RN ~F 3 RO LR 715 T8 B 17 5

2N SR R A . b Ak T R — S AR R A RS L AR
BRI L AE M AL BT 0 BN T Bk B T2 D) A A AR 1Y
R L HZ B KETE R P I, SR 5 7 B BE L H 74T ki
o X—UIEER— RS

Here dwelt a newly married couple who completely
gave themselves up to the charm of life, indeed they pos-

sessed every good thing they could desire—health and
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happiness, riches and honour.
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“We are as happy as human beings can be. ” said the
young couple from the depths of their hearts. They had
indeed only one step higher to mount on the ladder of hap-
piness—they hoped that God would give them a child, a
son like them in form and spirit. The happy little one was
to be welcomed with rejoicing, to be cared for with love
and tenderness, and enjoy every advantage of wealth and
luxury that a rich and influential family can give. So the
days went by like a joyous festival.
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“Life is a gracious gift from God, almost too great a
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gift for us to appreciate!” said the young wife. “Yet they
say that fulness of joy for ever and ever can only be found
in the future life. T cannot realise it!”
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“The thought arises, perhaps, from the arrogance of
men. ” said the husband. “It seems a great pride to believe
that we shall live for ever, that we shall be as gods! Were
not these the words of the serpent®, the father of lies?”
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“Surely you do not doubt the existence of a future
life?” exclaimed the young wife. It seemed as if one of the
first shadows passed over her sunny thoughts.
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“Faith realises it, and the priests tell us so,” replied
her husband, “but amid all my happiness I feel that it is
arrogant to demand a continuation of it—another life after
this. Has not so much been given us in this world that we
ought to be, we must be, contented with it?”
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“Yes, it has been given to us,” said the young wife,

“but this life is nothing more than one long scene of trial
and hardship to many thousands. How many have been
cast into this world only to endure poverty®D, shame, ill-
ness, and misfortune? If there were no future life, every-
thing here would be too unequally divided, and God would

not be the personification® of justice. ”
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“The beggar there,” said her husband, “has joys of
his own which seem to him great, and cause him as much
pleasure as a king would find in the magnificence of his
palace. And then do you not think that the beast of bur-
den, which suffers blows and hunger, and works itself to
death, suffers just as much from its miserable fate? The
dumb creature might demand a future life also, and de-
clare the law unjust that excludes@ it from the advantages
of the higher creation. ”
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