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John Bunyan

John Bunyan (baptised 30 November 1628-31
August 1688) was an English writer and preacher best
remembered as the author of the religious allegory
The Pilgrims Progress. In addition to The Pilgrims
Progress, Bunyan wrote nearly sixty titles, many of
them expanded sermons.

Bunyan came from the village of Elstow, near
Bedford. He had little schooling and at the age of
sixteen joined the Parliamentary army during the first
stage of the English Civil War. After three years in the
army he returned to Elstow and took up the trade of
tinker, which he had learnt from his father. He became
interested in religion after his marriage, attending first
the parish church and then joining the Bedford Meeting,
a nonconformist group in Bedford, and becoming a
preacher. After the restoration of the monarch, when
the freedom of nonconformists was curtailed, Bunyan
was arrested and spent the next twelve years in gaol as
he refused to undertake to give up preaching. During
this time he wrote a spiritual autobiography, Grace
Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, and began work on
his most famous book, The Pilgrim’s Progress, which
was not published until some years after his release.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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PREFACE

[t may seem a very bold undertaking to change
even a word of the book which, next to the
Bible, has been read by more people, old and young,
than any other book in the English language.

But, it must be remembered that, although the
Pilgrim's Progress has come to be a children's book, and
is read more often by young people than by those who
are older, it was not in the purpose of John Bunyan to
write a book for children or even for the young.

The Pilgrim's Progress was a book for men and
women; and it was aimed to teach the great truths
of the gospel. Hence while most of it is written in
a simple style,—as all books should be written,—it
contains much that a child cannot understand; not
often in the story, but in the conversations and
discussions between the different persons. Some of
these conversations are in reality short sermons on
doctrines and teachings which Bunyan believed to be
of great importance. But these are beyond the minds
of children and give them great trouble when the
book is read. They do not like to have them left out
of the reading, thinking that they may lose something
interesting. Many a young person has stumbled
through the dull, doctrinal parts of the book, without
understanding them; and even grown people find
them in our time somewhat of a blemish upon the
wonderful story, valuable as they were supposed to be
in Bunyan's own time.



2 THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS

For many years it has been in my mind, not to re-
write the Pilgrim's Progress, for that would destroy
its greatest charm, but to change the words here and
there to simpler ones, and to omit all the conversations
and arguments concerning subjects belonging to the
field of doctrine; in other words to place the story of
the Pilgrim's Progress in such a form that every child
ten years old can understand it. My purpose is to
make it plain and interesting to children, leaving the
older form of the book to be read by them when they
become older.

Perhaps a short account of Bunyan's own life may add
to the interest of his book. John Bunyan was born in 1628
at Elstow, a small village near Bedford, which is in the
heart of England. His father was a poor man, traveling
on foot from place to place mending pots and pans and
the simple furniture of country kitchens, and the son
followed the same trade, and was known as a "tinker."
He tells us that he lived a wild life, and was especially
known as one of the worst swearers in the region.

When the great Civil War broke out in England,
in 1642, between King Charles the First and the
Parliament, Bunyan became a soldier on the side of
the Commonwealth, as the party against the king was
called. He served in the army between 1644 and 1646.

In 1648, at the age of twenty years, he married a
good young woman, who led him to prayer and to a
new life. But it was hard for one who had led such
a life as his had been to turn to God, and it cost the
young man a great struggle. It seemed to him that
his past sins were like a load upon his back, just as
he afterward wrote of his "pilgrim," and it was long
before he found peace.

He became a member of a little Baptist society,
and soon began to preach. Crowds came to hear him,
drawn by his earnest spirit and his quaint striking
manner. But when Charles the Second became king,
no religious services were allowed except those of
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the Church of England, and all other meetings were
forbidden. Bunyan however went on preaching, until
he was sent to prison in Bedford. In Bedford jail he
stayed twelve years. To find a means of living in jail,
he made lace, and sold it as a support for himself and
his blind daughter.

If the prison was hard for Bunyan his sufferings
were made a blessing to untold millions, for while
in Bedford jail he wrote the Pilgrim's Progress. This
story was intended to be a parable, like many of our
Saviour's teachings; that is, it put into the form of a
story the life of one who turns from sin, finds salvation
through Christ, and in the face of many difficulties
makes his way through this world to heaven. Even
a child who reads or listens to the book will see this
meaning in part; and he will understand it better as he
grows older.

In 1672 Bunyan was set free, and allowed to begin
again his work as a Baptist minister, and he soon
became one of the most popular preachers in all
England. He died quite suddenly in 1688, when he
was sixty years old, and is buried in an old graveyard
now near the center of London, called Bunhill Fields
Burial-ground. In the same ground is buried another
great writer, Daniel DeFoe, whose story of "Robinson
Crusoe" ranks next to the Pilgrim's Progress in the
number of its readers; also Isaac Watts, the author
of many hymns sung in all the churches, and Mrs.
Susanna Wesley, the mother of the great John Wesley.
Four people who have left a deep mark upon the
world, all lie near together in this small cemetery in
London.

Every child should read the Pilgrim's Progress as a
story if no more than a story; should read it until he
knows it by heart. And the older he grows the deeper
will be the meaning that he will see in it.

Jesse Lyman Hurlbut



