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HOW TO MAKE
AN ORIGINAL PATTERN
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WOMEN'S PATTERN
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The original pattern serves as the basis for
dressmaking which uses the plane- drawing
method. If you have a original pattern, you
will be able to draw patterns of any design
quite easily. So make the original pattern as
accurately as possible. Measurements used in
drawing the original pattern explained here
are calculated from the bust and neck-waist
measurements and adjusted by adding allow-
ances common to everybody. The same
applies to the original pattern for children.
Henceforth the metric system will be used
for drawings and inch equivalents will be
given within brackets.
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HOW TO DRAW

AN ORIGINAL PATTERN
BASIC LINE

1. Draw a vertical line A-B equivalent to
the neck-waist length. Then draw a horizon-
tal line A-D which is equivalent to % of bust
measurement plus Scm (2 inches) allowance.
2. Draw bust line E-F which is equivalent
to 1/6 of bust measurement plus 7cm (2%
inches) allowance.

3. Mark on the bust line from back center a
distance equivalent to 1/6 of bust measure-
ment plus 4.5cm (1% inches) allowance.
Also mark on the bust line a distance
equivalent to 1/6 of bust measurement plus
3cm (1'/g inches) from front center. Then
draw back width line G-H and bust width
line I.J.

4. Divide the horizontal line E-F equally
into two and draw side line K-L from a point
0.5cm (% inch) to the left.

FINISH LINE
BACK BODICE

1. Mark the neck point as shown in Draw-
ing and draw a curved neck line. Draw the

~

shoulder line, marking on the back width
line a point for making a necessary slant.

2. Draw a 45-degree slant line from the
point where the back width line and bust
line intersect and draw the armhole in a
beautiful curve as shown in Drawing.

3. Draw side line from a point on the waist
line 2cm (% inch) to the back.

FRONT BODICE

4. Mark the neck point and draw neck line
in a beautiful curve. Draw the shoulder line
2¢m (% inch) shorter than the back shoulder
line. 2cm extra in back shoulder width will
be used to take a dart or for contraction.

5. Armhole of front bodice is drawn in a
sharper curve than that of back bodice.
Make sure that the armhole of the front
bodice and that of the back bodice meet in a
natural curve. !

6. Mark the bust point on the bust line at a
point 0.7cm (% inch) to the side from center
of bust width and 4cm (1° /4 inches) below.
7. Extend the front center line by the
amount of front hang and draw a line
parallel to waist line from the tip of the
extended line as far left as the line per-



HOW TO DRAW PATTERNS
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In case material with one-way patterns or with hair lying in one
direction is used, allow extra amount necessary to fit patterns or
for the lie of hair.
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In drawing dress patterns, copy the base patterns on sheets of paper
and draw lines according to the measurements given in the “How
To Draw Patterns” section. For women’s dresses, the Size 12
measurements in the chart are used. For children’s dresses,
standard measurements for each age are used. However, since the
length of dress and the length of skirt change according to fashion,
the lengths of life-size dresses are entered in the patterns. Since the
volume of material necessary is estimated to make a life-size dress,
make sure how much material you will need to make a dress of
your favorite length before you buy fabric.
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