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Unit One

Passage One

How to Raise an A-plus Student

A recent study by Columbia University found American home-schoolers outscoring all
other groups on university entrance exams. But home-schooled children aren’t the only
ones with involved parents. Academically successful kids in traditional schools also get
lots of support at home. We met three families facing different circumstances to find out

exactly how they've managed to raise A-plus kids.
It All Begins with Books

A slim, even-tempered 12-year-old, Amrita Soon of Kuala Lumpur, has accomplished
things that would make any parent proud. She won a computer when she finished second
in the Pavillion KL. Young Inspirations Award last year and received a distinction for
science at the international educational assessment conducted by the University of New
South Wales in Australia.

But there’s one thing that truly sets Amrita apart. She and her 1l-year-old sister,
Samanta, are being educated at home. Their mother Chong Wai Leng, a music teacher,
and father, Soon Koi Koon, chief executive of an IT company, both 43, share the teaching
duties.

Chong knows what her kids should learn — as measured by a national exam that all
Malaysian students must take at the end of grade six — but she focuses much of her efforts
on something else.

Says Chong, “1 expose them to different experiences and try to keep their
inquisitiveness(If#y.{»)about the world around them alive. ”As a home-schooling parent,
she has learned to view the whole world as an educational laboratory. And it all begins
with how the home is set up.

Most critical of all, there are books — a home library with all kinds of books for
adults and children. Their parents began reading to the children when they were just a few
months old, instilling a love of books. “We are avid readers (F53£) ourselves, but we do
not force them to read,” Chong says. Nevertheless, Amrita followed her parents’ example

— her mother says she was a very early reader.

o 1.
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Taking a Hard Line

Mabel Balboa, 42, a single mother of three, lives in Tacloban on Leyte Island,
Philippines. A library administrator, she can barely afford to send her children to school.
But she hasn’t let her own economic struggles keep her three kids from succeeding.

The family’s two-bedroom apartment provides a home that is cosy and inviting. One
thing that keeps it that way is Balboa’s strict set of rules. Janella and her 16-year-old
sister, Mia, are not allowed to go out when she is working. Instead, they must stay at
home and read, and complete all school assignments on time. Her children understand that
she is strict with them only because she loves them and is concerned.

Balboa never stops watching. “I try to check on them often,” she says. “I will go
through their bags before they sleep and make sure they finish all their school
assignments. It is important to be in touch with what is happening to your children and see
their needs. ” She understands that being deeply involved in her children’s lives has made a
difference in their education. To do it, she had to swallow her pride.

Balboa knew she had to get her kids reading early on. So she took them to the local
public library. “They borrowed books after their nursery classes and read at home.” At
night, she read aloud to them despite being tired after a full day of work.

All the effort is paying off. Janella studies independently and works hard at being one
of the top students in her class. Mia has just graduated from high school and will study

education at a local college. “I am proud of my children,” Balboa declares.
Time to Take Charge

Phyllis Lee of Singapore knew something wasn’t right. Her younger son, Alex, then
six years old, was getting good grades in his private kindergarten classes. But Lee, a
deputy general manager at a food manufacturing company, realised something was wrong
when Alex came home one day, crying, with “zeroes” on his Chinese spelling test. Lee
decided to investigate.

According to Lee, the teacher would frequently describe Alex’s Chinese writing as
“ghost writings” and made him a laughing stock in class instead of helping him out.

Lee, 46, spent the next 12 months tutoring Alex and still helps him when necessary.
She not only taught him the formation of the Chinese words but also their origin so he
could understand better, often taking more than an hour to read a simple paragraph.
Visits to the library and surfing the Internet kept her up to speed on teaching materials.
Alex’s grades improved and by the end of Year One, he had become one of the top
students in Chinese in his class.

Alex is maintaining an A-plus average in all subjects, and his mother’s intense
involvement is a big reason behind it. Alex, now 11, recently wrote a book chronicling
(32 5%) his struggles with Chinese, which an international tuition centre has published to

inspire its students. He also occasionally writes for local student magazines.

“«9 s



To Lee, one of the most valuable things she does is to take turns with her husband to
drive Alex to school. “We'd talk along the way. Talking enables me to have a better
understanding of my children and alerts me about changes every now and then so that I
know when to get involved,” she says.

(887 words)
P R 43 1 EBUR 15 o 25 4
5 15 B
Exercises
T . Skimming and Scanning
Directions: Go over the passage quickly and answer the following questions.

For questions 1 ~7, select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

For questions 8 ~ 10, complete the sentences with the in formation given in the passage.

1. To achieve academic success, kids in traditional schools also need at home.
A) professional schooling B) extracurricular tutorials
C) parental support D) standardized training

2. Which subject may Amrita Soon of Kuala Lumpur be particularly good at?

A) Mathematics. B) Science.
C) Physics. D) Biology.
3. As a home-schooling parent, what does Chong Wai Leng focus on to teach her kids at home?
A) Experiences and curiosity. B) Scores in examinations.
C) Physical skills. D) A world-wide horizon.

4. How did Amrita become a very early reader?
A) Her parent forced her to read at a very early age.
B) She developed a love for books with the home library.
C) She tried to follow parents’ example to read in the library.
D) She always read adults’ books at the home library.
5. What kind of difficulty does Mabel Balboa face to support her children’s education?
A) Overburdened housework. B) A too much busy job.
C) Financial pressure. D) Short of experience in home schooling.
6. The family owes its cosy and inviting home atmosphere to Balboa’s
A) hard working B) assignments for home schooling
C) concern about children’s study D) strict set of rules towards children
7. According to Balboa, what makes a difference in children’s education at home?
A) Being deeply involved in their lives. B) Continuously watching their behavior.
C) Checking their homework. D) Caring nothing about their needs.
8. When Lee felt there might be something wrong with Alex’s score in Chinese spelling

test, she took the charge of

9. To shorten the teaching time of Chinese words formation and origin to Alex, Lee

“ig
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always got materials from

10. To get involved with children, Lee always takes turns with her husband to drive Alex
to school, and they

[l . Expanding Vocabulary
Directions: For each of the underlined words or phrases, four choices are given. Choose
the one that best explains or defines the underlined word (s).
1. A recent study by Columbia University found American home-schoolers outscoring all
other groups on university entrance exams.
A) outpointing B) outwitting C) defeating D) conquering
2. A slim, even-tempered 12-year-old, Amrita Soon of Kuala Lumpur, has accomplished
things that would make any parent proud.
A) assigned B) arranged C) achieved D) stopped
3. She received a distinction for science at the international educational assessment
conducted by the University of New South Wales in Australia.
A) criticism B) reward C) honor D) glory
4. But there’s one thing that truly sets Amrita apart.
A) distinguishes B) separates C) isolates D) outshines
5. Their parents began reading to the children when they were just a few months old,

instilling a love of books.

A) producing B) generating C) cultivating D) initiating

6. Her children understand that she is strict with them only because she loves them and is
concerned.
A) irritated B) nervous C) annoyed D) anxious

7. She not only taught him the formation of the Chinese words but also their origin so he

could understand better, often taking more than an hour to read a simple paragraph.
A) derivation B) complexity C) history D) mystery

8. Alex’s grades improved and by the end of Year One, he had become one of the top
students in Chinese in his class.
A) skipped B) dropped C) progressed D) leaped

9. Alex is maintaining an A-plus average in all subjects, and his mother’s intense
g p g ]

involvement is a big reason behind it.
A) active B) frequent C) positive D) repetitive
10. “Talking enables me to have a better understanding of my children and alerts me about

changes every now and then so that I know when to get involved,” she says.

A) now and again B) over time

C) now and forever D) at times



Passage Two

Tips for Your Last Two Years at College

Many students, when thinking about how to do well in college, focus on the first year
or two. But there are lots of things you can do in the last two years of college, which will
not only make your second half of college go more smoothly, but will put you in the very
best position for what comes next: be it a career, or graduate or professional school. Here
are our 10 best tips:

1. Take charge of your course selection. You might be used to having someone else
(often your adviser) picking your courses from your first two years at college. But now
you're a major and you should be setting your own program. Two good ideas are to cluster
your courses around some area of the major (say, British history), and to take a few
courses with a single professor whom you know to be really good. And if there’s one
professor who'’s world-famous in some field, or known to be an especially good teacher, be
sure to take something from him or her. You wouldn’t want to graduate the school
without having taken the best it has to offer.

2. Seek out seminars, One of the best features of work in a major is the opportunity to
take seminars, which are small group classes that focus on some single topic or issue and

in which students have a major role in preparing the material. Often this is where you get

the highest-level— and most hands-on — study of the material and in which you learn best

about the field.

3. Polish up your skills. As you do more advanced work in your major, you might
discover that you're coming up a little short or some required skill. If you find some
deficiency in your training, or even if some related course would just be helpful for your
training, now’s the time to sign up for what you need. Neglected areas tend to get worse
as you work your way deeper into the major.

4. Develop a research interest (or two). In the midst of the 10 or 12 courses you're
taking in your chosen major, you should be sure to develop some topic, focus, or question
of your own: something that you are thinking about, and developing your own view
about, on an ongoing basis. A major is a chance to develop your own “intellectual
identity”. And if you decide to go to grad school in that field, the first thing they'll ask
you, right on the application, is a personal statement of your research interests.

5. Write a thesis. In addition to your coursework, sign up for a senior thesis, if it’s
available at your school. This is a wonderful opportunity to work one on one with a
professor, on a topic of your own choosing, often with weekly (or at least bi-weekly)
office meetings. Just be sure to bring some written work, or at least some questions or

issues for discussion, to each of the meetings.
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