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Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Allan Poe (19 January 1809-7 October 1849)
was an American writer, editor, and literary critic. Poe is
best known for his poetry and short stories, particularly
his tales of mystery and the macabre. Widely regarded
as a central figure of Romanticism in the United States
and American literature

Poe and his works influenced literature in the United
States and around the world, as well as in specialized
fields, such as cosmology and cryptography. Poe and
his work appear throughout popular culture in literature,
music, films, and television. A number of his homes
are dedicated museums today. The Mystery Writers of
America present an annual award known as the Edgar
Award for distinguished work in the mystery genre.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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PREFACE

n placing before the public this collection of

Edgar Poe's poetical works, it is requisite to
point out in what respects it differs from, and is
superior to, the numerous collections which have
preceded it. Until recently, all editions, whether
American or English, of Poe's poems have been
verbatim reprints of the first posthumous collection,
published at New York in 1850.

In 1874 I began drawing attention to the fact that
unknown and unreprinted poetry by Edgar Poe was
in existence. Most, if not all, of the specimens issued
in my articles have since been reprinted by different
editors and publishers, but the present is the first
occasion on which all the pieces referred to have
been garnered into one sheaf. Besides the poems
thus alluded to, this volume will be found to contain
many additional pieces and extra stanzas, nowhere
else published or included in Poe's works. Such
verses have been gathered from printed or manuscript
sources during a research extending over many years.

In addition to the new poetical matter included
in this volume, attention should, also, be solicited
on behalf of the notes, which will be found
to contain much matter, interesting both from
biographical and bibliographical points of view.

John H. Ingram.



MEMOIR OF EDGAR ALLAN POE

D uring the last few years every incident in
the life of Edgar Poe has been subjected
to microscopic investigation. The result has not
been altogether satisfactory. On the one hand, envy
and prejudice have magnified every blemish of
his character into crime, whilst on the other, blind
admiration would depict him as far "too good for
human nature's daily food." Let us endeavor to judge
him impartially, granting that he was as a mortal
subject to the ordinary weaknesses of mortality, but
that he was tempted sorely, treated badly, and suffered
deeply.

The poet's ancestry and parentage are chiefly
interesting as explaining some of the complexities of
his character. His father, David Poe, was of Anglo-
Irish extraction. Educated for the Bar, he elected to
abandon it for the stage. In one of his tours through
the chief towns of the United States he met and
married a young actress, Elizabeth Arnold, member of
an English family distinguished for its musical talents.
As an actress, Elizabeth Poe acquired some reputation,
but became even better known for her domestic
virtues. In those days the United States afforded little
scope for dramatic energy, so it is not surprising to
find that when her husband died, after a few years of
married life, the young widow had a vain struggle to
maintain herself and three little ones, William Henry,
Edgar, and Rosalie. Before her premature death, in
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December, 1811, the poet's mother had been reduced
to the dire necessity of living on the charity of her
neighbors.

Edgar, the second child of David and Elizabeth
Poe, was born at Boston, in the United States, on the
19th of January, 1809. Upon his mother's death at
Richmond, Virginia, Edgar was adopted by a wealthy
Scotch merchant, John Allan. Mr. Allan, who had
married an American lady and settled in Virginia, was
childless. He therefore took naturally to the brilliant
and beautiful little boy, treated him as his son, and
made him take his own surname. Edgar Allan, as
he was now styled, after some elementary tuition
in Richmond, was taken to England by his adopted
parents, and, in 1816, placed at the Manor House
School, Stoke-Newington.

Under the Rev. Dr. Bransby, the future poet spent a
lustrum of his life neither unprofitably nor, apparently,
ungenially. Dr. Bransby, who is himself so quaintly
portrayed in Poe's tale of William Wilson, described
“Edgar Allan,” by which name only he knew the lad,

“a quick and clever boy,” who “would have been a
Very good boy had he not been spoilt by his parents,”
meaning, of course, the Allans. They “allowed him an
extravagant amount of pocket-money, which enabled
him to get into all manner of mischief. Still I liked the
boy,” added the tutor, “but, poor fellow, his parents
spoiled him.”

Poe has described some aspects of his school days
in his oft cited story of William Wilson. Probably there
is the usual amount of poetic exaggeration in these
reminiscences, but they are almost the only record
we have of that portion of his career and, therefore,
apart from their literary merits, are on that account
deeply interesting. The description of the sleepy old
London suburb, as it was in those days, is remarkably
accurate, but the revisions which the story of William
Wilson went through before it reached its present
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perfect state caused many of the author’s details
to deviate widely from their original correctness.
His schoolhouse in the earliest draft was truthfully
described as an “old, irregular, and cottage-built”
dwelling, and so it remained until its destruction a few
years ago.

The soi-disant William Wilson, referring to those
bygone happy days spent in the English academy,
says,

"The teeming brain of childhood requires no
external world of incident to occupy or amuse it. The
morning's awakening, the nightly summons to bed; the
connings, the recitations, the periodical half-holidays
and perambulations, the playground, with its broils,
its pastimes, its intrigues—these, by a mental sorcery
long forgotten, were made to involve a wilderness of
sensation, a world of rich incident, a universe of varied
emotion, of excitement the most passionate and spirit-
stirring, ‘Oh, le bon temps, que ce siecle de fer!””

From this world of boyish imagination Poe was
called to his adopted parents' home in the United
States. He returned to America in 1821, and was
speedily placed in an academy in Richmond, Virginia,
in which city the Allans continued to reside. Already
well grounded in the elementary processes of
education, not without reputation on account of his
European residence, handsome, proud, and regarded
as the heir of a wealthy man, Poe must have been
looked up to with no little respect by his fellow pupils.
He speedily made himself a prominent position in
the school, not only by his classical attainments, but
by his athletic feats—accomplishments calculated to
render him a leader among lads.

"In the simple school athletics of those days, when
a gymnasium had not been heard of, he was facile
princeps,” is the reminiscence of his fellow pupil,
Colonel T. L. Preston. Poe he remembers as "a swift
runner, a wonderful leaper, and, what was more rare, a



4 EpGAR ALLAN PoE's CoMPLETE POETICAL WORKS

boxer, with some slight training.... He would allow the
strongest boy in the school to strike him with full force
in the chest. He taught me the secret, and I imitated
him, after my measure. It was to inflate the lungs to
the uttermost, and at the moment of receiving the
blow to exhale the air. It looked surprising, and was,
indeed, a little rough; but with a good breast-bone, and
some resolution, it was not difficult to stand it. For
swimming he was noted, being in many of his athletic
proclivities surprisingly like Byron in his youth."

In one of his feats Poe only came off second best.

"A challenge to a foot race," says Colonel Preston,
"had been passed between the two classical schools
of the city; we selected Poe as our champion. The
race came off one bright May morning at sunrise, in
the Capitol Square. Historical truth compels me to
add that on this occasion our school was beaten, and
we had to pay up our small bets. Poe ran well, but his
competitor was a long-legged, Indian-looking fellow,
who would have outstripped Atalanta without the help
of the golden apples."

"In our Latin exercises in school," continues the
colonel, "Poe was among the first—not first without
dispute. We had competitors who fairly disputed
the palm, especially one, Nat Howard, afterwards
known as one of the ripest scholars in Virginia,
and distinguished also as a profound lawyer. If
Howard was less brilliant than Poe, he was far more
studious; for even then the germs of waywardness
were developing in the nascent poet, and even then
no inconsiderable portion of his time was given to
versifying. But if I put Howard as a Latinist on a
level with Poe, I do him full justice." "Poe," says the
colonel, "was very fond of the Odes of Horace, and
repeated them so often in my hearing that I learned
by sound the words of many before I understood their
meaning. In the lilting rhythm of the Sapphics and
lambics, his ear, as yet untutored in more complicated



