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Unit 1

Natural Resources

Lesson 1 Natural Resources:Priceless
Gifts from the Earth

Earth has been blessed with an abundant supply of natural resources. Natural
resources are those elements that exist on the planet for the use and benefit of all living
things. Scientists commonly divide them into distinct groups for the purposes of studying
them. These groups include agricultural resources, plants, animals, energy sources,
landscapes, forests, minerals,and water and atmospheric resources. One thing we humans
have learned is that many of the important resources we have come to depend on are not
renewable. Nonrenewable means that once a resource is depleted it is gone forever. The
fossil fuel that gasoline is produced from is an example of a nonrenewable resource. There
is only a finite supply,and once it is used up,that is the end of it.

While living things such as animals are typically considered renewable resources,
meaning they can potentially be replenished, animals hunted to extinction become
nonrenewable resources. As we know from past evidence, the extinctions of the dinosaurs,
the woolly mammoth, and the saber-toothed tiger were complete. Sometimes, extinctions
like this may be caused by natural factors,such as climate change, drought, or flood, but
many extinctions are caused by the activities of humans.

Overhunting caused the extinction of the passenger pigeon,which was once plentiful
throughout North America. The bald eagle was hunted to the brink of extinction before it
became a protected species,and African elephants are currently threatened with extinction

because they are still being hunted for their ivory tusks. Overhunting is only one potential

.
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threat, though. Humans are also responsible for habitat loss. When humans change land
use and convert an animal’s habitat to a city, this destroys the animal’s living space and
food sources and promotes its endangerment.

Plants can also be endangered or become extinct. An important issue facing us today
is the destruction of the Earth’s tropical rain forests. Scientists believe there may be
medicinal value in many plant species that have not been discovered yet. Therefore,
destroying a plant species could be destroying a medical benefit for the future.

Because of human impact and influence all around the Earth, it is important to
understand our natural resources, protect them, use them wisely, and plan for future
generations. The environment—Iland, soil, water, plants, minerals, and animals—is a
marvelously complex and dynamic system that often changes in ways too subtle to
perceive.

Today ,we have enlarged our vision of the landscape with which we interact. Farmers
manage larger units of land, which makes their job more complex. People travel greater
distances more frequently.

The pace of change in our society has accelerated as well. New technologies are
always being developed. Many people no longer spend all their time focused in one place
or using things in traditional ways. People now move from one place to another and are
constantly developing and using new and different resources.

A sustainable society requires a sustainable environment. Because of this, we must
think of natural resources in new ways. Today, more than ever, we must dedicate our
efforts to conserve the land. We still live in a beautiful, largely natural world, but that
world is quickly changing. World population growth and our desire to live comfortably

are exerting pressures on our soil,air,water,and other natural resources.
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In order to be responsible caretakers of the planet,it is important to realize that we
humans have a partnership with the Earth and the other life that shares the planet with
us.

“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors—we borrow it from our children.”

vvvvvv
S

% Vocabulary

2
(3

S
%
A
S

nnnnnnnn

bless [ bles] ot YA ; DA ;7836 n. (Bless) A% (38 3 18 &) A 3

distinct [ di'stipkt ] adj. B2 A4 JRRR A9 VE B 19 s A X ) 9

landscape [ 'lendskerp | n. XUEE; XUBHI 5485 LK, £ F XUSE I BT o, X6 --eeee 63
WAL, 45 R MR SEA s N E R TT i 640 (RBEAF) st B NS 5t
FATAE , fuzE bl 30

mineral [ 'mmoral] n. B (F) FRAK; T HFTK (FHERER)  adl. TP,
il

atmospheric [ &tmos'ferik] adj. KK, KSJZH)

renewable [ ri'njuobal] adj. AT FAERY ; AT EHTY) s P AREEY)  n. FRAEPEREIR

replenish [ ri'plentf] ot b0, FRBETH  #2-- - W 3 e IS

extinction [ 1k'stipk/n] n. W TH K R 1R

dinosaur [ 'damoso:(r)] n 2p ;i YA ALY

mammoth [ 'memad] n KEBLMBLERKY  adj. BRI, TER I 5EI5LH

brink [ bripk] n. (WHEERY)H%Z  n. (Brink) A4 ; (15 B fof FF Hw ) K58

habitat [ 'habrtet ] n. [ 422 [ HIE H 71

dynamic [ dai'nemik ] adj. ShA0); 3100 9 12200 BIE 10 n 3138800

subtle [ 'satl] adj. LA EY  KEANE 3 SO s A 1Y)  F S 1)

accelerate [ ok'selorert ] vt ffi----- VPR i HGBE  or L R E S 3N

dedicate | 'dedikert | v 27 HREr ; REER

1. Earth has been blessed with an abundant supply of natural resources. {3 & It 5] 71 “ abundant
natural resources” I FH% , BIAJUNF .
(DThis is a country blessed with abundant natural resources.
XN AATEEENER,
(@Russia has abundant natural resources and also has the broadest land distribution in the

world.
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2. Because of human impact and influence all around the Earth,it is important to understand our

natural resources, protect them ,use them wisely,and plan for future generations.

H T NSRS BR A0 52 sl B2 ST, TR FARBEIR DR AR BRI, W1 s B AT,
JE R F IV R AR B2

ARt is EIE X ETE, HIE A F 152 to understand our natural resources , protect them , use

them wisely,and plan for future generations,

. fossil fuel W PRk} LA BARE

. saber-toothed tiger &4 & (—Fh ik A=3h4))
. the bald eagle 3k & ; 5/

3
4. woolly mammoth i34 ; KE4
>
6

I . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the forms where

necessary.
supply divide impact require dedicate bless with
conserve desire continue isolate replenish

1. We will effectively resources and protect the environment.

2. How will the war on his generation?

3. The question is can they to do that. If you run out of money,you run out

of money.
4. The teacher the class and took one section to the library and left the other to

write an article.

5. In biotechnology we use enzymes that we from nature to link together

pieces of DNA in the same manner that occurs in nature.
6. All students are to have a medical examination.
7. As generally known, China has natural resources, which equip it with good

conditions for the development of its industry and agriculture.

8. They themselves in a seaside sanatorium(J7F2PE) for two weeks.
9. “The real challenge is matching with demand,” Jacobson says.

10. As soon as a is requited , it is always replaced by another.

11. He himself to conserving our natural resources.

II. Read the article and answer the following questions.

1. What are natural resources?
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2. We should conserve the natural resources because it is nonrewable. How to understand

nonrewable?
3. What kind of factors will lead to extinction?
4. Some animals are on the brink of extinction,can you give some examples?

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. An important issue facing us today is the destruction of the Earth’s tropical rain forests.

2. New technologies are always being developed. Many people no longer spend all their time

focused in one place or using things in traditional ways.

3. A sustainable society requires a sustainable environment. Because of this,we must think of

natural resources in new ways.

4. World population growth and our desire to live comfortably are exerting pressures on our

soil , air, water , and other natural resources.

5. In order to be responsible caretakers of the planet,it is important to realize that we humans

have a partnership with the Earth and the other life that shares the planet with us.

BAFIR. BT HIKMENZE

WRBAEFFTOORAR, ARKRAIEAE T L TARIA L WERF%

AOMELE, HFRBFRBALDOORRARIRENSRRRAFE, BEHEOLIER
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YR MY S R T AT RFRATR, BNMAETT BEH—NFE
AHFSEMERENEZLTREARTHRAN, FTHREZAE L FRELCHARLZH
%, MBI T A Fe)ABRE—FRTEERT RGO T, RAARGEHE, -2 T,
AR

BRREGEDB hesh il T AR A R RRGTHETR, XL ERFCNTHRLFE
AN AR DI BEFRAERBEAELBRARTHRETR, BENKE XGIEHRT B2 09,
Bk Il FAn 8] B R R AMRN , AR, ZHORLETREORB T IR, i
12 T FFRBEK ALHF Z YA REZGARXEDEZRN,

HERBEFEGLEENERZTEFT SORBRE, OKEERA—NZET Y
TR IR DG AT RN T, EMNBERAERE E@ERLEH AR, REiT
BB AR—ANBEGEM, ANEEZHEB LI T, SAERKE LHAR e
BB H AR AR TR AR T S A FZ A Fe Rt RIB , XM T EREGEE,

LAWK, S RIBAERNGAT 69—/ T2 B2 IR Rk IR, #
FRAVINA T HeA 25 MNALE 35 S At AP s RACK I, B b, HEGR L At 77 7T s 3t
DRI KRG ENETABF]

B TAXG Y i BILRENFE, T BRAMNG 8 RTR, FFEMN,AEREREN,
AR RIUARABIT R AR EEL, FI% £ EX: 2 K A 4 Fa
N R—FF YW I LTI RAE, CFFA—FBERYAMNIREERZG T XL
rE,

SR, EMEET KT HERMNEZHHTUNE, REEEE K6 L4, XM RAT09 T4
PR, AMIBREHBITFTRIRNIES

AR H TR R b, AR —AMITL, R EATREIIA 6 E £ P E—A
W BIAEGRGH XA A FY , LEAMMK—A T ) B — AN, 5 R W& A i A #7
) Fo R B 09 TR

—ANTHRELEARLFTE-NTHELEGIRSE, BB Aot RATL IR A —F
T RERARTR, AR, CABEEMIIREEEFZRMNEA—F AT LH L, ZANBR
AFE—NETWHERG ARER X AN#RELERE LA THL, HRATHE KL
MNABE A FEFEGRE, EETEMG LE 2R Kfo Lt § KT RYRIES

AT R RAZINBRELEN TAL AR RNA LA HA R b3 F sk og A4
AL ZREF TN, “CRANVEA MALE IR L 2R R IR T2 R RATE AR IR B R T X
ANER

[.1.conserve 2. impact 3. continue 4. divided 5. isolate 6. required 7. been blessed

with 8. replenished 9. supply 10. desire 11. dedicated

II. 1. Natural resources are those elements that exist on the planet for the use and benefit of all

v4
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living things.

2. Nonrenewable means that once a resource is depleted it is gone forever.

3. Sometimes, extinctions may be caused by natural factors,such as climate change,drought,or
flood ,but many extinctions are caused by the activities of humans.

4. The passenger pigeon,the bald eagle and African elephants.

I 1. A RABAEFATT T AT A — 4 22 [ R b R PR R AR AR

2. B ER—HBIF Kk . IRZ N FHEFTA B[R] 8 rh7E— A4 J7 | 5 DAL Ge i )5 =X fd
Y,

3. — RIS AT — AT RR LR R AYIREE . 1E PO antl , FRATT 26 20 LA — Tl
475 75 i A SRR

4. TSN T ASE I AN F A TAR B A 16 75 i B, IEZERS AT A0 L R KA A 4%
T LT

5.8 TR R B ERE FE 1 5T, DR B FRATA A3k LA S Ho A 3 =2 b R 4 A i
Je K HESC F AR W H Y,

Lesson 2 China’s Natural Resources

Natural resources are an important component of natural conditions. They include
mainly land resources, water resources, climatic resources, biological resources and
mineral resources. China has rich natural resources.

Being a vast country, China first of all has rich land resources. The country’s
farmland covers 122,400 sq. km, about 10% of its total land area, and is distributed
mainly in plain areas in northeast China,north China,the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze, the Sichuan Basin and the Pearl River Delta. Agriculture is highly developed in
these areas, which are major producers of wheat,corn, rice and cash crops. The country
has 67,500 sq. km of fresh water lakes—production bases for fish, shrimps and other
aquatic products.

With regard to water resources: China’s average total rainfall in a year amounts to 6
trillion cubic meters;the total runoff of its rivers is 2.7 trillion cubic meters;and its total
water resources reach 2. 8 trillion cubic meters, to rank sixth in the world, after Brazil,
Russia,Canada, the United States and Indonesia.

China has deposits of every one of the 150 minerals found so far in the natural world.

China has fairly rich plant and animal resources. It is home to 32,800 higher plant

L'
- 007 -
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varieties and 104, 000 animal varieties. Among them are some that are quite rare,
including the giant panda, the golden monkey, the Yangtze alligator , white-flag dolphin,
the metasequoia and the dove tree—all are “living fossils” that are found nowhere else.
To protect wildlife and its ecological environment,China has built a fairly big number of
nature reserves, including fourteen that are part of the United Nations’ “Man and
Biosphere” nature reserve system.

In absolute terms,China indeed abounds in natural resources of various kinds. But,
owing to its huge population, its per-capita natural resources, such as land, water and
mineral resources, are not rich. Besides, the geographical distribution of its natural
resources is not even. Take coal for example: of more than 760 billion tons of total coal
deposits, more than 70% are concentrated in Shanxi, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia,
whereas only 1. 4% is found in nine provinces in southern China. Of proven recoverable
oil deposits, most are found in northeast China, northwest China and coastal areas of
north China. 70% of natural gas deposits is concentrated in Sichuan and Shaanxi. The
geographical distribution of water is also extremely uneven: in southern China—areas
south of the Huaihe river and the Qinling range , while farmland accounts for only 36. 3 %
of the national total, water resources make up 82.3% of the national total; whereas, in
northern China, farmland accounts for 63.7 % of the national total, water resources make
up only 17.7% of the national total;in northwest China, water is even more scarce : while
it has one third of the national land area,its water resources account for only 5% of the
national total. The distribution of hydropower is also uneven:70% of the national total is
concentrated in southwest China. The Chinese government has been taking measures to
deal with the problem. Researches on the issue have been strengthened and overall
planning conducted. Concrete measures include the construction of railways to transport
more coal from the north to the south and the building of a giant water diversion project
to channel water from the Yangtze to the Yellow River to quench thirst in north China

and northwest China.

component [ kompounont | n. B4 B [ B BR A0 adj. AL ;S R ¥ ALY
Rzt

climatic [ klarmeetik ]  adj. SR ; KA 3 2 SAE 2R HY

biological [ baralod31kl]  adj. ZEWIA00 s W) S A1) A MLE R R n. [ 25]
A=Wl AR R

vast [ vaist] adj. JREP); EOREY; KERN;ERW o 358 KIGH 2SR

farmland [ farmlend] n. A< H , #fh

4
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distribute [ di'stribjust] or. 23EC, B ; UK, 0Kk 48 Ak

plain [ plem] n. “FJ 4 ; [ 974800 ] F5F ANETRAR IR TVE  ad). 105 R 09 ; T AY ; AH
BV adv. TEREHL, W E ;72 4 [ HRAINGRIE ] 4K 5 58 2

reaches [rirtfiz] n. JEZ; il (b AR ) UE; (A8 B (G ) Ab s (S Y ) B9

wheat [ witt | n. /NE

corn [komn] n [HE]BY,[H]EHE

cash crops n. [ AEYI (cash crop A TRIE L) s MEAEY), & 0AEY , B AEY

fresh water [ fref worto(r) ] n. JRIK, WK ; Bk

shrimp [ [rimp]  n. #F, /NGRS B/NN 0. FHEF

acquatic [ okweetik | adj. JK A K= 1) K BB K P (A7) B9 ne ZKAESHAE Y K
sz

rainfall [ remnfo:l]  n. [, FERN ; BT

trillion [ triljon] n. J74Z; 0K [T H IR, KiE  adi. HACH)  num. BOT/C

runoff [ 'rano:f ] n. JeEREEE FEINSE ;4200

deposit [ di'pozit] n. &, fF 30 RIE S UUIEY) ; 2P 47, B fE i ot & vl & T A7 K
BRE MRS i TUTE

alligator [ 'eeligerto(r) ] n. WS MWy i 62101 TR

nature reserve [ neit[o rizorv] n. HIR{EIX

abound [ o'baund] wi. FE &7 AR L2, KEAATE; ik

proven [ 'pruivn] adj. L IESGESLR o & vi. IEB (prove Rt 2240 K5, AR

recoverable [ ri'’kavorobl] adj. 7] ALY

uneven [ An'izvn]  adj. AR M1 R — B, 2225000 AN R [ 4k
ALY

scarce [ skeas| adj. BRZ 0, FILH  adv. TR UL JLFA ; 7 5A

hydropower [ 'haidrovipava] n. /K J1 & H AL T KH

1. Among them are some that are quite rare, including the giant panda, the golden monkey, the
Yangtze alligator,,white-flag dolphin, the metasequoia and the dove tree—all are “living fossils”
that are found nowhere else.

BT — LR IR, AR R RRA B 22k YT B IK, KAZ AR
Tl BT FRA A T A7

2. Take coal for example :of more than 760 billion tons of total coal deposits, more than 70% are

T

concentrated in Shanxi, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia, whereas only 1.4% is found in nine

provinces in southern China.

LARE S Ry 191 < 53¢ i B2 7 600 A2 LA |, 70% LA b £E h e 1L v BRPGFI N Sty T RS 7
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® RN EE &
U HA 1. 4% Rk,

3. Concrete measures include the construction of railways to transport more coal from the north to
the south and the building of a giant water diversion project to channel water from the Yangtze to
the Yellow River to quench thirst in north China and northwest China.
(Dthe construction of railways to transport more coal from the north to the south JUAFF Iz . 1 [H
A6T7 1l DX A= 7= B RE ¢ i) R 5, TR B AR AR I R T v e DX s i, 2 v R o il A A
ML . JEBEREIZ IR N 1 N 3 28 T R SR R AR R e B IR AR B e iR T, B
FE R T IR 22 A TP A LL PG (BRY Ke A St o T R BE < R AR ip AR AR AR TR X
PRI IS Jefimgis” W E 25 kK R HE %
the building of a giant water diversion project to channel water from the Yangtze to the Yellow
River to quench thirst in north China and northwest China §§/K L1 . J& 2% A H [ I 5 K 9 R
R R R SR T ) R P TR, R WAL KA TR e R ) K BT U P
B RORG MR E AT K G ™ B s AR, (2 gh R AL 7 &2 57 A 5 A0 B R
PR A

rcisesgi

Y~

I . Match the following English words or phrases with their Chinese equivalents.

1. (  )natural resources A A Bk

2. (  )land resources B. W= B IR

3. ( )water resources C. AR

4. ( )climatic resources D. +Hi IR

5. ( ) biological resources E. /K%EIR

6. () mineral resources F. A= %R

7.( )farmland G. SRR

8. ( )fresh water lakes H. /KH,

9. ( )rainfall L. ¥RIK 0

10. () hydropower J. B

II. Review the text and translate the following phrases into English or Chinese.

1. /N 9. the giant panda

2. EXK 10. the golden monkey
3. IKHH 11. the Yangtze alligator
4. ZHAEY) 12. white-flag dolphin
5.ff1 13. the metasequoia

6. I 14. the dove tree

7. K75 15. living fossils

8. cubic meters
4
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IIl. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Natural resources are an important component of natural conditions.

2. They include mainly land resources, water resources, climatic resources, biological resources

and mineral resources.

3. Agriculture is highly developed in these areas,which are major producers of wheat,corn,rice

and cash crops.

4. To protect wildlife and its ecological environment, China has built a fairly big number of
nature reserves,including fourteen that are part of the United Nations’ “Man and Biosphere”

nature reserve system.

5. Besides, the geographical distribution of its natural resources is not even.

551X

PER B AR

BRAFTRZORFIOEZHRIY, CMEZOELITR KEFR AEFR A
YR BRI FRR, FTERAFSHAERTR,

FPEA-ARRAIEGER, ALLAFSTHOLTR, YEILEZLT 122400 F75
NE, B EBRNG 0%, 2R EFEALFELFR Kizd FTHELE W) &k
T =AM, AXEMWRERRLZEELLE XLEFR2A T E 2R RKBFRE54EH, PE
PAA 67 500 F 7 A Bk KA—— R BIFF K= Suby £ = KM,

EFAKR . PRAGFHAERST—FK6 FTILIH K, TARGBAELESTH 2.7 FILLF
K EKFREZTE2S FILLF K HELHRE S, BEOH BT mEX EBPER
BEZ)E,

F AR AL GRER P LI 150 A7, PEEMNHA, PEMAMLEFEHD
HAFR, X EZ 32 800 A HEH A 104 000 AR E, €MNPH— 2245 F L
0, OREREM L% BT 8K, K BR—A A LR T E KRB 6 FN
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