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An Impresionist: Vincent Van Gogh
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Van Gogh developed a taste for personalized

brushwork and brilliant, unmixed colours.

The Youngest Painter: Pablo Picaso
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He himself remained as curious about the world
as he had been when he was young.

A Mad Man of Not Mad; Salvador Dali
WA I
BRILZ « ISF 36

“The only difference between myself and a

madman, is that | am not mad!”
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I Live Entirely in My Music: Beethoven
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From a very early age he wanted to compose
and, although he needed to earn a living, he
wrote: [love my art too dearly to be activated

solely by self-interest. ”

Gift for Music; Leonard Bernstein
HRKA
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A first-generation Jewish American, Bernstein

was born in Lawrence, Mass. In 1918.

You Are a Ture Love: Alison Kraus
PRA BFRAT % .
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As her career has progressed, she has devel
oped her skills as a producer, arranger and

finder of great songs.



An Unusual Architect: Ieon Ming Pei
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He was born in China in 1917, the son of a

prominent banker.

Childhood in Hannibal : Mark Twain
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These events dampened but did not extinguish
Twain's cheerful disposition.

The Firm Girl. Helen Keller
U538 1) 2 1%
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Many books were written about her and several
plays and films were made about her life.
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Nobel Prize Winner : Bloembergen
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| made the best possible use of the continental
academic system, which relied heavily on inde-

pendent studies.
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Van Gogh developed a taste for
personalized brushwork and brilliant,

unmixed colours.

An Impressionist: Vincent
Van Gogh

Vincent Van Gogh was a man in a hurry, an artist of
tremendous? energy and prodigious output. He killed
himself when he was only 37, but he left behind him more
than 2,000 paintings and drawings, which established his
reputation in a way he would never have

considered possible.

@ tremendous adj. . K&, E X9
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Van Gogh was born on March 30, 1835 at Groot
Zundert in the Dutch province of Noord Brabant. He was
the son of a clergyman.

His first artistic? impressions were formed as a boy,
from his uncle who was an art dealer. The motivation
bore early fruit and from the age of 12 the young Vincent
was drawing.

The interest led to an apprenticeship in an art
dealers firm, Groupil’s, in the Hague®. When he was
only 20, he was transferred to the firm's London office.

In London Van Gogh faced his first major crisis,
when he was rejected in love. After that, he turned to re-
ligion, expressed disapproval® with art-dealing and neg-
lected his work, Groupil transferred him from London to
Paris but, when his work was still unsatisfactory, dis-

missed him in 1876.

@ artistic adj. & RK#h, HE R, NiEH
@ Haguen BT GFZW P LB RMAER, ETEH

® disapproval n. 3 &,
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The young Van Gogh made religion a consuming
interest and during the next few years traveled in Britain,
Belgium and Holland, trying to establish himself as a
preacher, but without success. He developed strong
opinions on social morality. customs and church life and
alienated® those he mixed with by an uncompromising®.

In 1880, at the age of 27, he found himself drawn
back® to art. He had a job as an assistant evangelist in
the mining village of Borinage in Belgium but realized an
artistic drive which was to motivate him unceasingly until
his death 10 years later.

Although he returned to Noord Brabant and his family
early in 1881, his first recognized works were set in
Borinage and reflected the rural culture in which he was
living and his belief in order and symmetry in both society
and art. The period resulted in what became known as

the Brabant canvases.

@ alienate v. i
® uncompromising adj. R-ZWh49, RARE
® draw back v. 35A&2, 2H, HFW
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At this time he was becoming obsessed® with artistic
development. Although he was limited in practical
experience, his work showed confidence and maturity
from the start, no doubt influenced by the strength® of his
personal convictions.

It was not an easy time, however. emotionally®. There
were tensions within the family, now that he was living back
with his parents in Brabant. He was short of money and
rebelling against social and academic standards.

Late in 1881 he moved to the Hague and established a
relationship with a woman, Christine Hoornik, with whom he
lived for a time. He broke with her in 1883, however, and
never again established a significant intimate® relationship

with a woman.

obsess vt. ¥ 4E, 1 B HK

strengthn. 7, &, A&, Eh, B, RAE
emotionally adv. £ % L

intimate adj. £ %45, R vt. %, 1 8 & F n.
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