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Preface

Schistosomiasis is a parasitic disease seriously threatening people’s health in China.
Since the mid 1950s, with given high priority on schistosomiasis prevention and control
by the central committee of the communist party of China, schistosomiasis has been
effectively controlled. Especially since the 21th century, the prevalence rate of
schistosomiasis in China has been reduced to the lowest level. In order to conduct the
national schistosomiasis planning and enhance the control efforts, the national standard
of schistosomiasis control and elimination has been revised and updated several times.
Thanks to The National Criteria of Schistosomiasis Control and Elimination (GB15976 —
2006 ) officially implemented in March 2007, the assessment and evaluation of
schistosomiasis control programs have been carried out in a scientific way. Moreover,
the criteria has played an important role in the guidance and advance of schistosomiasis
control practices. However, with the development of the sociaty and economy, as well
as the changing of ecological environment, some indicators in the criteria cannot meet
the current situation and control needs. In order to further improve the criteria,
scientific analysis is needed to determine some indices of schistosomiasis elimination. In
this context, authorized by the Burecau of Disease Control and Prevention, National
Health and Family Planning Commission (NHFPC) and led by its advisory committee
for schistosomiasis control, the national schistosomiasis retrospective investigation in 9
endemic provinces (autonomous regions) was carried out in 2009.

Based on 3 years of the national retrospective investigation on schistosomiasis, a
great amount of data was collected. As a result, systematic analysis was carried out in
23 counties, electronic databases were established, and control efforts and
achievements during different control stages were sorted out. These valuable data and
outputs not only provide evidences for future control and elimination, but additionally
build up cases database for schistosomiasis surveillance. These data also guide future
development of surveillance and forecasting system for schistosomiasis, which lays basis
for policy making in the schistosomiasis elimination program.

The compile of national schistosomiasis retrospective survey (hereinafter referred
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to as The Compile) is a collective summary of this investigation, with data collected
from 31 reports, i.e., 1 national report, 7 provincial reports and 23 county-level
reports. The national report mainly documents the results of 23 surveyed counties,
including endemic situations in human beings, livestock and intermediate hosts,
influence factors with detailed analysis conducted according to the prevalence, year of
achieving transmission control or interruption stages and rebounds. Provincial reports
and county-level reports focus on endemic situations, process of control and
prevention, trend of epidemiology, influence factors and the implementation of
retrospective investigations. The Compile clearly shows representative schistosomiasis
endemic trends with rich content and detailed analysis in different endemic areas during
the various stages of control, which provides typical cases for the front technicians and
professors in colleges and universities. It will also promote the standardization to
evaluate the process of schistosomiasis control and elimination at county level.

It took over 3 years for the national survey, involving 23 counties (cities, districts)
in 9 provinces (autonomous regions). We sincerely thank the professionals, experts and
technicians who participated in the survey. Special thanks are addressed to other
experts who contribute themselves for revising, formatting and proof-reading of
various manuscripts.

The Publication of The Compile was supported by China — UK Global Health
Support Programme (Grant NO. GHSP-CS-OP1-01).

Due to the haste and knowledge limitation, there might be some mistakes and flaws

in this book. We encourage you to comment on and contribute to The Compile .

Xiaonong Zhou
December, 2015
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