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The Small Yellow Dragon and
the Big Black Dragon

Long, long ago a rich man lived in a village near
Tali, in Yunnan. The rich man had a young maid-
servant, One day when the maid was washing vege-
tables in the valley she saw a green peach carried
along by a hillside stream. She picked it up and ate
it. A few weeks later she was pregnant. Why?
Because the peach was not a peach at all, it was a
dragon pearl.

The rich man’s wife was enraged. “How shock-
ing!” she shouted, “an unmarried girl pregnant!
Shame on you!” She drove the girl out.

The unfortunate girl, wandering on the roads from

day to day, could not find a place to shelter and rest.

The rich family had an old servant who did the
domestic work. She was very kind-hearted. Moved
by the suffering of the girl, she asked a farm-worker
to put up a temporary shed in an isolated place out-
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side the village. She kept it a secret from her master.
Later the girl gave birth to a baby in the shed.

At the hour of childbirth a phoenix perched on
the shed. It outstretched its coloured wings to shield
the shed from wind and rain. When the young mother
had carefully wrapped the baby the bird took wing
and disappeared.

The young mother and her baby lived a hard life
in the shed. Fortunately, a wealthy family nearby
had a horse that ate only the grass reaped by this
young woman. Thus she made a living for herself
and her baby from this daily task.

While the young mother cut grass in the field she
would leave the baby sleeping on a nearby ridge,
covering him with a reed raincoat. As she was busy
with her work she naturally had no time to attend to
the baby. Whenever the baby cried a huge snake
would creep to the ridge and nurse him. And that
was how the baby was brought up.

So life went on for two years. In the third year
the child was able to help his mother cut grass.

About this time the Big Black Dragon in Lake Erh
near Tali realized that a precious robe of his was
missing.

“Where’s my robe?” he asked his wife, impatiently.

“I don’t know,” answered his wife.

The truth was that the Black Dragon’s wife was in
love with the Small White Dragon and she helped the
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latter take away the robe. The Big Black Dragon
worked himself into a great fury about his missing
robe. He blocked the outlet of Lake Erh to search
for it. As the water in the lake could not escape
they rose sharply, inundating vast stretches of farm-
lands and causing the loss of countless lives. Despite
all this, the Small White Dragon kept the robe and
refused to divulge its hiding place. The water level
rose so high that even Black Dragon Bridge at Hsia-
kwan was submerged. .

One day when mother and child returned from the
field the child.remarked: “The Big Black Dragon is
crazy. His actions are resulting in so much damage
and disaster that the people are panic-stricken. A
notice, posted up in the county seat, says that anyone
who can tame the Big Black Dragon will be highly
awarded. Well, I'm going to have a try.”

The young mother was greatly troubled at the
rashness of her child. She tried to block the door,
but he eluded her and ran away along the road.

When the child arrived at the county town he tore
the notice from the board. The officer in charge was
angered by the child’s action and was going to
chastise him, when the bystanders interposed. One
said: “Don’t beat him. Bring him to the magistrate
and let us see whether he can really bring the Big
Black Dragon under control.” ’
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When the child was brought to the court the county
magistrate was favourably impressed by his pre-
cocity,

“But you're so young, my child,” he said. “How
can you hope to tame the dragon?”

“I can do that, if you will prepare for me the things
I need.”

“What do you want?”?

“I want a bronze dragon head-mask, two pairs of
iron gloves with claws, six sharp swords, three hun-
dred iron dumplings and three hundred steamed flour
dumplings.”

The child considered for a while and then added:
“I need also three huge dragons made of straw. With
all these things I'll surely capture the Big Black
Dragon.”

The magistrate ordered all these things to be got
ready.

The child donned the bronze dragon head-mask,
drew the gloves with iron claws on his hands and feet,
held one sword in his teeth, fastened three on his back,
and clenched a sword in each hand.

Then he addressed the crowd: “Throw the three
straw dragons into the lake. Let the Big Black
Dragon fight them until he is worn out.”

He went on: “I will now plunge into the water.
When yellow water comes up, throw me the flour
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dumplings; and when the black water appears, throw
in the iron dumplings. After the Big Black Dragon
is tamed, throw a tuft of grass into the lake, and erect
a temple for me at the place where the grass drifts
ashote.”

As soon as the child leaped into the lake, he was
instantly transformed into a small, yellow dragon and
the battle started.

Waves and spray were thrown high up in the air.
The local inhabitants of Tali rowed many boats in the
wake of the surging waves. They shouted encourage-
ment to the Yellow Dragon.

As a result of this effort the Yellow Dragon was
hungry. No sooner had yellow foam gathered on the
surface than he appeared, raised his head and opened
his mouth as a sign that he wanted food. The people
on the boats dropped flour dumplings into his mouth.
The food gave the Yellow Dragon renewed strength.

Meanwhile, black foam began tc appear on the
water. The Big Black Dragon was also hungry.
As he came to the surface, he raised his head and
opened his big mouth. The people on the boats hurled
in the iron dumplings. Needless to say, his hunger
was not in the least appeased. Instead, he suffered

acute pains in the stomach.
The fighting continued for three consecutive days,

and the same process was repeated again and again.
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At last, the Black Dragon was exhausted. For a long '
time he kept his mouth open looking for food. It
was at this moment that the Yellow Dragon, agile as
a snake, slipped into the belly of the Big Black
Dragon. Armed with his six sharp swords, he slashed
about him. The Black Dragon could not stand the
pain and turned and twisted convulsively in the lake.
The people in their boats kept after him and cast iron
dumplings into his open mouth from time to time.
Eventually the Big Black Dragon gave in and pleaded
for mercy:

“My dear Yellow Dragon, please come out! Ican't
bear the pain any longer. My belly is as if it was on
fire: Come out, please! T'll run away and never
come back. From now on you can rule the lake.”

«All right! But from what place will you let me
come out?” the small Yellow Dragon asked.

“From my bowels.”

“No, that’s an insult!” |

“Well, will it be all right to come out from my
nostril?”

“No, no! That’s an insult, too.”

“Will you come out from my ear?”

“Stop that nonsense! I'm not your ear-wax.”

“Then creep out from my armpit!”

“You'd crush me should I come out that way!”

“Then from the sole of my foot.”

«YVour sole? You'd trample me to death.”
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In the meantime the Yellow Dragon made a few
more slashes and the Black Dragon’s pain was beyond
enduring.. “I can’t stand the agony any longer, come
out from my eye,” he implored.

The Yellow Dragon removed one eye of the Big
Black Dragon and emerged triumphant.

The one-eyed Black Dragon later made a tunnel
through the rocks underneath the Kiang Feng Temple
and escaped to the Nu River. The flood waters around
Tali lowed down through the opening. Tradition
has it that this opening is the present arch of the Tien-
shengchiao at Tali.

The Yellow Dragon did not come back to the land
after he had driven away the Black Dragon. The
young mother called her son’s name loudly on the
lakeside and the only answer she got from the water
was:  “You go home, mother, I must stay here.”

“If you can’t come on land again, dear son, let me
have a last look at your face,” sobbed the mother.

He raised \his head above the water. When his
mother saw a dragon’s head instead of her son’s, she
received such a shock that she died.

The people at Tali were greatly distressed at the
death of the mother. They buried her and then threw
some grass on the lake. The Yellow Dragon was
transformed into a little snake; it crept on to the tuft
of grass and floated away with the current. The grass
stopped drifting when it reached Fenglo Pavilion.
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Accordingly, the people built a Dragon King’s temple
nearby.

They also erected a Dragon Mother’s Ancestral Hall
near the Three-Pagoda Temple. The Small Yellow
Dragon was also worshipped as the local deity of
Green Peach Village. '
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