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Construction of College Entrance Examination and Admission

System That Matches Popularization of Higher Education
Sun Chongwen

[Abstract] Shanghai is a leading pioneer in the reform of college entrance examination
and admission system. This is originated from its continuous practice and actual contribution
in college entrance examination and admission system reform since the reform and opening up.
Shanghai enjoys a long history in its college entrance examination reform, dating back to mid-
1980s. It undergoes three different development stages, but a clear reform mainstream is always
going through the whole processes. According to “Shanghai medium-term and long-term plan for
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education reform and development (2010—2020)”, the mainstream refers to “the construction
of college entrance examination and admission system that matches popularization of higher
education”. According to the aim, Shanghai has adhered to the principle of “small step and
non-stop”, and carried out the reform continuously and consistently since the inception of the
new century. Shanghai has carried out a large amount of exploration.

In this new round of college entrance examination and admission system reform, i. e.
establishing diversified evaluation system based on the academic performance test in senior
middle schools and comprehensive quality evaluation system, accelerating classified examination
system reform, further deepening college autonomous enrollment reform, phasing out separate
admission of first-tier and second-tier batches in universities, and building a diversified and
flexible admission “flyover”. However, the final results of the exploration rely on real breakthrough
in the reform of examination contents and format.

[Key words] Shanghai; popularization of higher education; college entrance examination

and admission system
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