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@ The Dress of Kisses
By Rosaline

“Do you like my dress?” She asked a passing stranger. “My mommy made it
just for me.” She said with tears in her eyes.

“Well, I think it’s very pretty, so tell me, little one, why are you crying?”

With a quiver in her voice the little girl answered, “After Mommy made me
this dress, she had to go away.”

“Well, now,” said the lady, “with a little girl like you waiting for her, I'm
sure she’ll be right back.”

“No, ma’am, you don’t understand,” said the child through her tears, “my
Daddy said that she’s up in heaven now with Grandfather.”

Finally, the woman realized what the child meant and why she was crying.

Kneeling down, she gently cradled the child in her arms and together they

cried for the mommy that was gone.

Then suddenly, the little girl did something that the woman thought was a
bit strange.

She stopped crying, stepped back from the woman, and began to sing. She
sang so softly that it was almost a whisper. It was the sweetest sound the woman
had ever heard, almost like the song of a very small bird.

After the child stopped singing, she explained to the lady, “My mommy
used to sing that song to me before she went away, and she made me a promise
to sing it whenever I started crying and it would make me stop.” “See.” she
exclaimed, “it did, and now my eyes are dry!”

As the woman turned to go, the little girl grabbed her sleeve, “Lady. can
you stay just a minute? I want to show you something.”

“Of course,” she answered. “What do you want me to see?”



&

Pointing to a spot on her dress, she said, “Right here is where my Mommy

kissed my dress, and here,” pointing to another spot, “and here is another kiss,
and here, and here, Mommy said that she put all those kisses on my dress so
that I would have her kisses for every booboo that made my cry.”

Then the lady realized that she wasn’t just looking at a dress, no, she was
looking at a Mother who knew that she was going away and would not be there
to kiss away the hurts that she knew her daughter would get. So she put all the
love she had for her beautiful little girl into this dress that her child now so

proudly wore. She no longer saw a little girl in a simple dress, she saw a child

wrapped in her Mother’s love.

Words and Expressions |

1. quiver ['kwrva(r) ] n. slightly trembling movement or sound B}, £z

2. whisper [ 'wispa(r)] n. whispering sound. speech, or remark; speaking softly, using the
breath but without vibrating the vocal cords H-if ., iK%, 4144

3. exclaim [1ks'klerm] wi. cry out suddenly and loudly from pain. anger. surprise FFUs ., K75
n g

4. grab [graeb] vt. grasp sth. suddenly and roughly. snatch sth. &, 31K,

5. wrap [reep] wz. cover or enclose sb. / sth. in soft or flexible materials £ 3% , 4 £¢

6. kneel down: to go down on one or both knees; rest on the knees i

7. cradle sb. /sth. (in sth.): place or hold sb. / sth. in a cradle ¥ 5 A 4 & TGS

8. to kiss away the hurts: to get rid of the hurts by kissing W) 2<% Jifi
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@ Love Holds Us Together

By Rosanna

Sometimes I doubt whether there is love between my parents. Every day they are
busy trying to make money. They don’t act in the romantic ways that I read about in
books or I see on TV. They never say, “I love you.” It is not their style.

One day, my mother was sewing a quilt. I sat down beside her.

“Mom, I have a question to ask you,” I said after a while.

“What?” she replied, still doing her work.

“Is there love between you and Dad?” I asked her in a very low voice.

She stopped her work and raised her head. Then she lowered her head and
went on sewing the quilt.

I thought I had hurt her. At last I heard my mother say, “Susan, look at 3
this thread. Sometimes it appears, but most of it disappears in the quilt. It

makes the quilt strong. If life is a quilt, then love should be a thread. It can
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hardly be seen anywhere, but it’s really there.”

[ listened carefully but I didn’t understand her until the next spring. My
father suddenly got seriously sick. My mother had to stay with him in the
hospital for a month.

After they got back, she helped my father walk slowly down the country
path every day. My father had never been so gentle.

“Dad, how are you feeling now?” I asked him one day.

“Susan, don’t worry about me,” he said gently. “I just like walking with
your mom.”

Once I thought love meant flowers, gifts and sweet kisses. But from this

experience, [ understand that love is just a thread in the quilt of our life. Love is

inside, making life strong and warm.

Words and Expressions )

. doubt [daut] wvt. feel uncertain about sth; question the truth of sth {F5¢ 355, X 5 4R
. romantic [ roo'meaentik ] adj. involving a love affair; enjoying emotional situations % 1% ¥

. appear [9'pro(r) ] vi. come into view; become visible i, F 15 I

S

. experience [1ks'prorions] n. event or activity that affects one in some way; event or activity
that has given one knowledge or skill acquired from seeing or doing sth 2 JJj ; &% , Ik 2>

5. raise one’s head: lift one’s head to a higher level 5k
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