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Nature and environment

Unit 1 Trees
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II. Read the text on Page 2 and Page 3, then answer the questions(iZiRA % 2.3 77, B Z& |4
&)

1. What can we get from trees? (Give at least three examples)

2. What kinds of pollution do you know?

3. Do trees live much longer than people?

4. What do trees release into the air?

5. Are trees natural air conditioners?

6. Can trees share food and water among themselves?




7.

Why do we say trees are pollution fighters?

I . Translate the following into English (¥ i¥3%) .

18.
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1. Write down the new words according to the definition (fRIEFENX B H H 1)

O N O U1l B~ W D=

9.

(n. )—something used in chemistry

(wv. )—give and receive information/messages/signals
(adj.)—unpleasant; not nice

(adj.)—produced by nature; not made by man
(adj.)——clean and not containing harmful things
(v.)—let out

(v. )—work/operate

(v. )—think something to be true or possible

(v. )—say something bad/dangerous may happen before it does

II. Complete the sentences with the given words in their proper forms ( BiF S 45 2K
BEHEAEXRTIAF, BFBRE—A):

1.
2.

o N O Ol B~ W

Trees are our best pollution , so we must plant more trees. (fight)
Trees take gases from the air, and release oxygen back into the air.
(harm)

Tommy is because he eats too much meat every day. (healthy)
Trees are with one another, but we don’t know how. (communication)
It’s to lie under an umbrella at the beach. (enjoy)

Ben isn’t in learning Chinese. (interest)

Is your grandfather ? (live)

Trees are air conditioners. (nature)



V. Complete the following passage with the words or phrases in the box. Each can only be
used once (1§ TH RFHFAHENTIZ, BN REEE—X):

A. make sure B. picks up C. strong

D. famous E. so F. outside

Students at the Greensville High School are starting their recycling programs.

Recycling bin

Having a recycling bin is the easiest way you can be a friend of the Earth! This is
where you put cans, bottles, newspapers and plastics, 1  they can be taken to the
recycling plant ()7 ) and made into new things!

Recycling plant

When you have filled up your recycling bin, all the things you have saved will go to a
recycling plant, where they will be recycled into new things! This helps 2 less rubbish
goes into landfills (32383432 3b) |

Garbage truck
This huge truck 3 all the rubbish from your home or school and takes it to a

landfill. It has a very _ 4 machine inside that will crush (/£3%) all the rubbish into small

blocks, so it can carry more garbage!

Landfill
A landfill is an area 5  a city where all the garbage is taken to. Garbage trucks will

dump (#3%) their rubbish into tall piles, which will be crushed even more! When all the

rubbish has been crushed as much as it can be, it will be buried under the Earth!
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Read the text on Page 3, then match the paragraphs with their main ideas(1EZIR A& 3 TR L,
TEREERERINES):
A. They provide wood, rubber, paper and fruit.
B. Trees are the Earth’s biggest and oldest living things.



C. Trees are in great danger because we destroy millions every year without replacing
them. We are destroying our best pollution fighters.

D. They clean and cool the air. They release oxygen into the air. They are also natural
air conditioners.

E. Scientists are only beginning to understand trees. Trees communicate with one
another, but we don’t know how.

Paragraphs 1~ 2 Paragraphs 3~ 5

Paragraphs 6~10 Paragraphs 11~12

Paragraphs 13~14

B Wity T o
R
I . Choose the best answer (EFRFRBIHPEER):

1. The trees can protect themselves producing a chemical that makes

their leaves taste nasty.

A. from B. by C. of D. for
2. Does everybody enjoy pure, cool air?

A. breathing B. to breathe

C. breathed D. breath
3. of the twin sisters have been to America together.

A. None B. Neither C. Both D. All
4., We don’t know trees can communicate one

A. with. .. other B. with. .. another C. to...another D. with. .. others

5. Kitty is in model planes.
A. interested. .. making B. interested. .. do
C. interesting. .. doing D. interested. .. make
6. People must try their best to fight pollution.
A. for B. against C. with D. to
7. We think that way to protect our environment is to cut down fewer
trees.
A. the most important B. more important
C. less important D. the least important
8. —Are these shoes Peter’s?

—Yes, they belong to .
A. hers B. him C. he D. his

9. —There’s sugar in your coffee.
—1I know. 1 it.
A. smell B. taste C. feel D. believe

10. Alice worked last night, but she sleeps tonight.



A. hardly. .. hard B. hard... hardly

C. harder. .. hard D. hardly. .. harder
11. Trees can live than humans.
A. more long B. more longer
C. much long D. much longer
12. Trees make streets and
A. more beautiful. .. less noisy B. more beautiful. .. more noisy
C. less beautiful. .. less noisy D. less beautiful. .. more noisy

I . Reading comprehension ( [%iEZIEf7) .

Choose the best answer (R fJi 5 SC N 25, i B A MO E Z) «

Poplar trees (& ##) can be cut down and used for wood or paper. Or they can be left
to stand and also used for different purposes. Poplar trees are often used to guard against
water pollution. They are planted as barriers (B B ) to keep waste from entering
groundwater (3, F 7K) and rivers.

Their large root systems trap waste and help reduce the loss of soil. Now, poplar trees
may become important tools for cleaning the environment. Some scientists think poplar
trees can be a valuable resource to remove poisonous substances (# ) from the soil.

The poplar tree is found in many places in the northern half of the world. It is a fast
growing tree that requires a lot of water. Different kinds of poplar trees are native to Asia,
Europe and North America.

For years, a university professor called Richard Meagher has done research on
genetically engineered plants (4 2% W44 ). He is now testing a poplar tree that has been
genetically engineered to take in mercury (&) through its roots. The tree then slowly
releases the mercury into the air through its leaves.

Mercury is a highly poisonous metal. It is a waste product of many industries. Mercury
builds up in fish and other living things. It’s especially dangerous to the development of
children. This explains why pregnant ()~ %-%§) women are warned to be careful about the
mercury levels in the food they eat.

Professor Meagher is testing his genetically engineered poplar trees on some land in
Connecticut (£ E B Z 4 ). The ground is polluted with mercury from a factory that
once ran there. He has planted 160 poplar trees to remove the pollution.

Not everyone likes the idea to use genetically engineered trees to collect mercury. Some
people say these could reproduce (% 7i) with wild trees or replace them. Others believe
poplar trees only spread mercury rather than remove it from the environment. Professor
Meagher says it is better to spread the mercury than have it all in one place where it could
be worse for health.

Still, there is great interest in using plants to control pollution, and poplar trees are

among the most studied. But using poplar trees as a natural barrier against water pollution



is not a new idea. We Chinese people have used them this way for thousands of years.

1. The roots of poplar trees

@ are poisonous @ keep waste from entering groundwater and rivers

® help reduce the loss of soil @ are useless

A. OO® B. @® C. ©® D. ®®
2. Poplar trees are native to the following places except .
A. Asia B. Europe C. America D. South America

3. Professor Meagher thinks genetically engineered poplar trees can
A. test how much mercury there is in the soil
B. absorb mercury by its leaves and release it into the soil by its roots
C. take in mercury by its roots and release it into the air by its leaves
D. do nothing with the soil that is polluted with mercury
4. Why is Professor Meagher testing his genetically engineered poplar trees on some land
in Connecticut?
A. Because the land is fit for growing his poplar trees.
B. Because he wants the trees to remove the mercury that pollutes the soil there.
C. Because it is the only place that is polluted with mercury.
D. Because there are many pregnant women there.
5. Which of the following statements is true?
A. Mercury only exists in sea food.
B. Professor Meagher thinks it’s better to spread the mercury than have it all in one

place where it could be worse for health.

e

Pregnant women should take in as little mercury as possible.
D. Using poplar trees as a natural barrier against water pollution is a brand new idea

that is worth studying.
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Rewrite the text and fill in the following blanks ( HEFZHAIHIAA KB IRZ):
Trees are the biggest and oldest 1 2 on the Earth.

A A A



Trees are very important to us. Trees can make streets more 3  and less 4
Many things come from trees, such as the 5 in your pencil, the 6 on the end of
your pencil, the paper in your notebook and the 7 in your bowl. Humans also enjoy
breathing 8 , 9 air.

Trees take 10  gases from the air, and 11  oxygen back into the air. One and a
half hectares of trees could produce enough 12  to keep people 13  and healthy for a

year. Trees 14 the air as well as clean it, so we call them natural 15 . They can do

the job of 16  air conditioners.
Trees can 17  with each other. They can protect themselves by 18 a chemical
that makes their leaves taste 19 .

But trees are in great 20 . We are 21  our best fighters 22 pollution.

R
I . Complete the sentences with the proper words on Page 2 and Page 3 (FHiRZAEE 2 IFE 3
RPELHHRZER THAF, BFEESR):
1. The a age of the children in this grade is ten.
Do you know if they like this new i ?
Itisaf that smoking is a danger to health.
That boy’s ambition is to be a s
The man is a real { . He never gives up.
Coffee is Brazil’s main p .
Little Tommy has written down all the new words he doesn’t know in the n

The air was so cold that we could hardly b .

© 0 NN Oy Ul s W N

He raised enough money to p a new film.

—
(@]

Are your grandparents still a ?

—_
—_

lw him not to go too close to the fireplace.

—
DO

. They try to p the homeless children from danger.

13. Can anything r a mother’s love and care?

14. When we boil water, it turns into g and we call it steam.

15. They held a meeting to e ideas about the project.

16. The m reason for learning English is to communicate with the foreigners.
I . Reading comprehension ([#iZIE#E):

Answer the questions (F & 45 3C N 25 [5] 2 %71 [a] #50) .

Some American students are visiting a Beijing school for a few days. One day in
early March , a teacher asks them to come and listen to a talk.

Boys and girls, I hope you are enjoying your visit to our school. In China we are very
serious about planting trees as we know they make the environment safer and better. People

plant trees on special days in their lives—for example, their birthday, their wedding day,



the day when they start school. In fact, we ask people to try to plant three to five trees a
year. March 12th is a special day for tree-planting and we invite you to take part.

Tree-planting is important everywhere, but in Beijing we need it because lots of dust
and sand used to blow down from the deserts north of the city in the last few years, and we
need to plant trees in order to stop it. We are now planting a Green Wall of China to protect
the land. So on March 12th, we will take you to a place to the north where you can plant
trees. Please be on time that morning, so we can start early.

Do not worry about anything. We will provide the young trees for you. You do not
need to bring anything that day except some water to drink. You must dig in the ground a
bit to make a place for the tree, put it in the soil and then make it safe and give it some
water. After we leave, the local people will look after the trees until they grow up.

I hope that you can come back to China in a few years and go to see your trees. It may
be difficult to find them as we hope there will be a beautiful forest there, but you will know
some of those trees are yours.

Are there any questions?

1. Does a teacher ask some American students to come and listen to a talk?

2. When is a special day for tree-planting in China?

3. Why do we need to plant trees in Beijing?

4. Who will look after the trees after they plant them?

5. What do you think of tree-planting in China?
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Write down the present participles of the following verbs (5 H T3 ZhiA M E S AR !
1. work 2. sing 3. play 4. study

PorvAe

5. dance 6. have 7. write 8. take



swim

get

(have) a

9. run 10. sit 11. shop 12.
13. lie 14. clean 15. begin 16.
1. Choose the best answer (EFRBYNER).:
1. Look! They trees on the hill now.
A. play B. will plant C. are planting . planted
2. Please stop talking. We to music.
A. listened B. listen C. are listening . have listened
3. The little girl is a red scarf today.
A. putting B. putting on C. wearing on . wearing
4, John doing over there?
A. What’s B. What C. What do . Who
5. —Where is Ben?
—He
A. at home B. at school
C. is reading by the river D. read in bed
1. Fill in the blanks with the given verbs in their proper tenses ( F Ff %4 3h 7 B9 3& & B 4535
=),
1. My uncle a book in his room now. (read)
2. —What you about? (talk)
—We’re talking about the project.
3. My classmates football on Sundays. (not play)
4, —What are the students doing?
—They to the lecture. (listen)
5. They (not have) an English lesson, but they
P. E. lesson at present.
6. He from Japan. (come)
7. Now, my parents TV. (watch)
8. Kitty often in the morning. (read)
9. Children on the road now. (run)
10. It . (snow) on your scarf if you go out. (put)

II. Complete the following passage with the words or phrases in the box. Each can only be

used once (4§ 5 BRI AAENTK, SN REEE—X):

A. in great danger B. release C. fighters

D. trees E. destroying F. as well as

Dear human beings,



10

Hi!

I hesitated (£ #) a lot before writing this letter. All I want to do is to ask you to have
a look at your life. But I”’m not sure whether or not you’ll pay attention to me.

I’m a pretty old tree now, 80 years old. We’ve lived on Earth with you for thousands
of years. Each day we 1 oxygen and remove harmful gases so that you have fresh air;
we cool the air so that you don’t have to run your air conditioners all the time; we help
prevent the Earth’s soil from being washed away, and we give all kinds of fruits, nuts,
beans 2 wood to you.

We’re now 3 because of you. In fact you are _ 4 us. You are burning and
cutting down millions of us each year, but you’re not planting enough. For every tree being
planted today. 30 trees are being cut down. What would you do if all of us died? Perhaps
you would die, too. Without us, you wouldn’t get the ingredients (& %) for some of your
important medicines; you wouldn’t have enough materials for buildings. furniture, paper
products, and your cities would look ugly. Moreover, air pollution and noise pollution
would become more and more serious, and your life would be worse and worse.

Please stop your bad practices. Please stop destroying us and start protecting the
environment, because we are the best 5 against pollution and we are your best friends.
1 wish all the best for you, and good luck!

Your friend,
An old tree
IV. Reading comprehension ( [&iEIEfR) .

Choose the words or expressions and complete the passage (3% £ ¢ 15 24 1% P R) 85 18] 15 58 1%,
530

Liao Xiaoyi is a pioneer of environmental protection in China. She is regarded as a
daughter of the Earth. Why?

Liao Xiaoyi is the 1  of the Global Village of Beijing. This organization has been
working to help Chinese people know more about environmental issues ([¥]#) since 1996.

20 years ago, Liao got interested in, and began 2  environmental issues. “In
China, there is lots of water and air pollution. Many plants and animals are 3 . But lots
of people didn’t 4  these problems,” she said.

After that, she began making TV programs, writing articles to let people know about

environmental issues. The society 5 Liao’s hard work. In 2006, she was chosen as one

of the year’s eight Green Chinese Figures (4t & ¥ B 4 B A 4%). She became an environmental
adviser (R 7)) for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.
“I’m a daughter of the Earth. I am just doing what I should do,” Liao said.
What should we learn from her?
1. A. leader B. teacher C. founder D. helper
2. A. going over B. working on C. giving up D. asking for



3. A. missing B. running C. appearing D. disappearing
4. A. care about B. care for C. look after D. look for
5. A.loved B. liked C. understood D. appreciated
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Write down the news words according to the definition (RIFEFENX S HER):

1. (adj.)—living; not dead

2. (adj.)—around a usual or ordinary level or standard

3. (v. )—take in or let our air through your nose and mouth

4, (v. )—give one thing and get another thing for it

5. (n.)—something that you know has happened or is true

6. (n.)—a person who fights

7. (n. )—anything that is like air

8. (n. )—a single article or object

9. (adj.)—the most important
10. (n.)—a small book where you write things that you want to remember
11. (v. )—make or grow something

12. (n.)—something that people make or grow to sell

13. (v. )—keep somebody or something safe

14. (v. )—take the place of somebody or something

15. (n.)—a person who studies science or works with science

16. (v. )—tell somebody about danger or about something bad that may

happen

H Wih S WA
2 IR B
I . Complete the sentences with the given words in their proper forms ( A5 S 48 BiFH
EHEAERTHAF, BZERE—A):

1. Fire is one kind of the elements. (nature)

11



