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Craftsmanship of Shujin Brocade

Shujin brocade, also called as Shujiangjin Brocade, is the multicolored brocade
in Chengdu, the “Land of Abundance”. The earliest written records were found in the
years under the reign of King Huiwen (357 B.C.—311 B.C.) of Qin in the Spring and
Autumn Period (770 B.C.—476 B.C.). In the Warring States Period (475 B.C.—221
B.C.), Shujin brocade had been an important trade commodity. Among the well-known
four Chinese brocades (Shu, Yun, Song and Zhuang), Shujin brocade is qualified to be the
milestone, famous for pattern delicacy, exquisiteness, and rich varieties of color. Shujin
brocade initially commenced weaving Chinese-character patterns during Zhenguan years
of Tang Dynasty (627 A.D.—649 A.D.). Shujin brocade’s weaving skill, integrated with
looms in Hualou (flowerage house), has been adhering to old traditions from pattern design,
selecting pattern template and aligning warp and weft to cooperate with pattern rolling and
weaving. The basic traditional techniques of weaving Shujin brocade covered the crafts of
tying knots, spinning weft strands, pulling warps, filling shuttles, turning the lower prods,
joining disconnections. Traditional Shujin brocade varies as pattern as rain-drops, grids,
inlaid flowers, scattered flowers, wavy ripples, gold and silver intersections, graded tints.
As the landmark of Chengdu’s manual skills, Shujin brocade brings Chengdu the reputation
of “the City of Brocade” or “the City of Official Brocade”. Rooted in Shu culture, Shujin
brocade has distinct characteristics of locality. As a carrier of trade and culture exchange
on the famous south-north “Silk Road”, it has witnessed the history and possessed special
culture value. At present, urgent measures should be taken and more attention should be paid

to ensure that the Shujin brocade weaving skill could be inherited.
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