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Introduction

Huazhong Agricultural University is a state key university affiliated
to the Ministry of Agriculture of the People's Republic of China. It is
one of the first universities which are qualified to confer doctor and
master degrees. Located at the foot of Shizishan mountain of "Wuhan,
covering a land of 495 hectares, the university could be a most
desirable place for studying and scientific research.

Huazhong Agricultural University has a long history. It was
initiated in 1898 by Zhang Zhidong, the governor of Huguang of Qing
Dynasty, and named Hubei Agricultural School. In 1940, it was renamed
Hubei Provincial Agricultural College. 1952 witnessed the s et up of
Huazhong Agricultural College based on the amalgamation of the Agricultural
~ College of Wuhan University, Hubei Agricultural College and the relative
departments or sections of Zhongshan University, Henan University,
Nanchang University, Guangxi University and Hunan Agricultural College.
It was named Huazhong Agricultural University in 1985, Over the past
100 years, deep thought and experience on education have been
achieved, while Unity, Hardworking, Thriftiness, Realism and Devotion
are held as the University Spirit.

The univefsity consists of 8 colleges and 8 departments. They are
the colleges of Life Science, Economics and Trade, Land Administration,
Aquatics, Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Science, Literature and Law,
Technical Engineering and Adult Education, the departments of Agronomy,
Plant Protection, Environmental Resources and Agricultural Chemistry,
Horticulture, Forestry, Food Science, Foreign Language and Basic Courses.
There are 3 state key subjects, 9 provincial key subjects, 5 post—
doctoral stations, 21 doctoral specialties, 38 master specialties and 28
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undergraduate specialties which have covered the study of economics,
law science, literature, natural science, engineering, agronomy and
administration. It is a comprehensive agricultural university featured in
life science.

Among 836 professional teachers, there are 107 professors, including
2 academicians of the Chinese Academy of Science, 2 academicians of
the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and 262 associate professors. A
group of young and middle—aged academic leaders are standing out and
voicing their achievements. Of them, one is entitled to be the leading
scientist in his field of the key fundamental research projects of the
country, 2 are awarded the state outstanding Young Scientist Prize, 40
are praised to be the young and middle—aged experts who have made
great contributions on the state or provincial level. Post—graduate
education started in the early fifties. Early eighties saw the first
group of doctoral students. More than 50,000 graduates, including
1,600 doctors and masters have been trained and educated in the
university since 1952. There are now academicians, famous agricultural
scientists, educationists and noted public figures among them, About
20,000 of them are making prominent achievements in academic areas
and also in governmental administration. The university now has more
than 7,000 full-time students, including 750 post—graduate students.

The scientific research work has experienced rapid developments
over the past 10 years. The State Key Laboratory of Crop Genetic
Improvement, 4 key laboratories of Agricultural Ministry, the State BT
Engineering Research Center, the State Animal Engineering Technology
Center, the Rape Seed Sub—Center of the State Crop Improvement and



other 6 centers, the Orange Research Institute and other 23 institutes
have been set up. There are 1476 important research projects of the
-state, ministry, provincial and other levels which have been conducting
on a total expense of 200 million yuans, 219 of them have won the
scientific research awards, 25 have been patented. It all explains that
the research work of the university is featured with great achievements

particularly in basic—application and high—tech fields, let alone that—

some of the research is at the leading position in the world. The
involvement in the economic development of the country has accelerated
the utilization of the achievements with an increased social economic
benefit worth of 1 billion yuan every year from the spread of over 150
applicable techniques.

The international cooperation is also of an important concern of
the university. The relationship of cooperative research and academic
exchanges with 35 universities, research institutions and 14 international
funds of the United States, Canada, Russia, Sweden and other 18
countries or districts has been set up.

Facing the new century, with the excellence of the tradition and
education thought over the past 100 years, it is determined to develop
the university into an agricultural university of unique features and of
great influence in the world in near future.
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