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Author Brief Introduction: Wang Tao was born in Chongqing,
South-West China, in March 1960. Graduated from Nankai
University with a Master of Arts, now Mr. Wang is a teacher of
South-West University,China. He is also the chief songwriter of
Perfect and Harmonious Melody — the Studio of Creating Original
Songs and the chief calligrapher of the Center of Writing and
Popularizing Chinese-English Calligraphy Works. Being keen on
the Chinese classical poetry as well as the literature of the United
States and the United Kingdom, Mr. Wang has being made great
efforts to research on literature in Chinese and English and these
two languages. In 2012, a new book titled ‘Wang Tao’s Original
Poetry & Chinese-English Calligraphy’ was published by Shaanxi
Fine Arts Press.
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Brief introduction of screenplay ——
Dreams in Bamboo Forests

The author was graduated from Tianjin Nankai
University with the master degree majored in criticism of
Chinese literature, his master thesis was about Ji Kang's
thoughts on poetry and aesthetics. In the three years when he
wrote his thesis, the author had started to make preparations
for and compose the script named Dreams in Bamboo
Forests while collected a lot of materials on intellectuals
in Wei and Jin Dynasties, especially the ones about the
“Seven sages in bamboo forests ” which featured their lives,
thoughts,characters, and so on. The screenplay of Dreams
in Bamboo Forests was finally finished by Mr. Wang Tao in
January this year.

“Dreams in Bamboo Forests” was written on the base of
the life experiences of intellectuals in Wei and Jin Dynasties,
represented by Ji Kang and Ran Ji. The writer tried to
embody the Chinese intellectuals' personal characters and life
tragedies in the chaos times. During that historical period,
Chinese intellectuals' characters took on the most diversity
and contradictory; in addition, words, behaviors, qualities
and characters were advocated in social vogue. So the groups
of figures in Wei and Jin Dynasties have made great and far-
reaching impacts on Chinese intellectuals of the past on their
ideas and characters. Often, these figures become the subject
matters described by poets and artists.

Mr. Lu Xun who had greatly admired Ji Kang, a typical
figure of “Seven sages in bamboo forests”, had ever spent two



years on thoughtfully proofreading and copying the Ji Kang
collection by himself.

The plots of Dreams in Bamboo Forests are composed on
the base of the historical record. Of course, the script has also
been added artistic descriptions under the precondition of no
impacts on the facts of history. Reading this script will help
readers better understand the culture and history in Wei and
Jin Dynasties, as well as enjoy the art of Chinese literature.

It took me half a year to translate the screenplay*“Dreams
in Bamboo Forests”into English. So it is also seen as a way
to assess the effect of that I have persisted in learning English
and reading extensively literary works of Britain and America
for many years. The difference and complementary in Chinese
language and English language deepen my understanding and
love of the mother tongue.

It is the first time for me to try to translate my literary
works into English, of course there are some of sentences that
need corrections and more perfection. By my first translating
this screenplay, I especially want to share with the bilingual
enthusiasts my happiness of learning Chinese language and
English by comparison, as well as wish English experts and
readers give me some advice or suggestions.

Wang Tao
Jan ,1989
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