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Unit 1 Global Warming
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The purpose of this unit is for the students to conduct a project-based study on global warming. The

articles selected for this unit prove effective for general comprehension, structure analysis, language
acquisition and usage, as well as developing reading, speaking, listening and writing skills. Progressive and
integrated exercises to develop those skills are designed as pre- and post-reading sections for each article.

Through this unit, students are expected to:

(1) acquire background information related to global warming.

(2) skim for main ideas and scan for specific details.

(3) process and integrate information from different sources.

(4) paraphrase mid-long and complex sentences.

(5) communicate ideas on the topic via writing and speaking.

(6) conduct an individual or group project.

{

B N
) \\‘ ‘\
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Arrange students into 5—7 groups. Each group is required to choose one of the following topics and

conduct a project. Steps to do the project are:

(1) brainstorm, narrow down the topic, then choose a focus;

(2) search for information (articles, reports, pictures, videos, etc.) from English sources;

(3) process the information, and choose examples and details to support the aspects that are to be
presented,

(4) write a report with the information selected, and make a multimedia presentation of the report in
class;

(5) design quizzes or Q & A section for the presentation.

Key topic areas are:

(1) various causes of global warming

(2) the impact of global warming on the environment

(3) long-term effects of global warming

(4) how the climate has changed over the past decades

(5) climate change and agriculture

(6) international policies in response to global warming

(7) recommendations for addressing the problem
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1. Time Allotment

Each unit may take about 2—3 weeks to cover, approximately 8—10 class hours.

2. Suggested Teaching Steps

Step1 Warm up

Arrange students in pairs and have them brainstorm anything, from words, phrases, pictures, articles,
to movies or books related to the topic of global warming. Students write down as much information as
possible. Help students familiarize themselves with the topic under discussion.

Step 2 Reading 1—Reading 4

The four articles in this session serve different functions: Reading 1 is for lead-in, using general
expressions and with simple underlying meanings; Readings 2 and 3 are for intensive drilling, showing
a certain degree of informativeness and linguistic complexity; Reading 4 is for extension on the topic,
involving more complex expressions and a specific focus on the topic.

Background information, text analysis, and detailed teaching notes are provided in this session.

Step 3 Listening 1 & Listening 2

This part is designed as a listening practice for the students to enhance their listening skills. With
academic lectures as listening materials, a variety of listening exercises such as multiple choice, true or
false, spot dictation and Q & A are designed for students to practice information processing and note-
taking, and to develop immediate reaction to sounds and sentence writing.

Students may request to hear a listening selection more than once. This is perfectly acceptable. You, as
the instructor, should control the length of the pauses between exercise items in the units. Feel free to stop
the audio or video at your discretion.

Step 4 Writing

Students need the most help from teachers in this part. They are required to write a paragraph or
composition based on the ideas and language from the previous warm-up, reading, and listening sessions.
They should also be guided how to paraphrase the sentences they will cite in their essays, how to identify
the source and make a summary. These basic skills can be improved by finishing the exercises in the book.
Classroom work is strongly recommended as some of them are difficult.

Step 5 Integrated exercises

This part involves exercises to check the words and expressions learned in this unit, to build vocabulary
via prefixes and suffixes, and to practice explaining and collocating words and phrases, and translating parts

of sentences. Some can be finished in class while others can be assigned as written homework after class.
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1. Background Information

1) The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC){ BXx&ESZZ

HAER ALY )

UNFCCC or FCCC is an international environmental treaty negotiated at the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), informally known as the Earth Summit, held
in Rio de Janeiro from June 3 to 14, 1992. Countries joined this international treaty to cooperatively
consider what they could do to limit average global temperature increases and the resulting climate
change, and to cope with whatever impacts were, by then, inevitable. It entered into force on March 21,
1994. As of May 2011, UNFCCC had 194 parties.

2) The Group of 77 (G77) 77 El & H

The Group of 77 (G77) was established on June 15 1964 by 77 developing countriess signatories of
the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven Developing Countries” issued at the end of the first session
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva. The Group of
77 is the largest intergovernmental organization of developing countries in the United Nations, which
provides the means for the countries of the South to articulate and promote their collective economic
interests and enhance their joint negotiating capacity on all major international economic issues within
the United Nations system, and promote South-South cooperation for development.

Although the members of the G77 have increased to 133 countries, the original name was retained
due to its historic significance.

3) Kyoto Protocol { RERWEH ) (£FR( B S ESELEUIER A REINES D)

The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is an
international treaty, named for the Japanese city of Kyoto in which it was adopted in December 1997,
that aimed to reduce the emission of gases that contribute to global warming. In force since 2005, the
protocol called for reducing the emission of six greenhouse gases in 41 countries plus the European
Union to 5.2 percent below 1990 levels during the “commitment period” 2008-2012.

4) Copenhagen Accord { SFASRA R i )

The Copenhagen Agreement is a document that delegates at the 15th session of the Conference of
Parties (COP 15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change agreed to “take
note of” at the final plenary on December 18, 2009. The Accord, drafted by, on the one hand, the
United States and on the other, in a united position as the BASIC countries (China, India, South Africa,
and Brazil), is not legally binding and does not commit countries to agree to a binding successor to the

Kyoto Protocol, whose round ended in 2012.
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