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METICULOUS PONDERING AND CREATIVE THINKING
—SELECTED DESIGN WORKS BY ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS OF TONGJI UNIVERSITY

The 50-year-old Architecture Department of Tongji University has the longest history, the largest size and the most comprehen-
sive courses among all architectural departments in China. It started to offer Master's degree programs in architecture as early as
in 1956. Doctoral programs were introduced in 1981 and a postdoctoral mobile station which was the first of its kind in China, was
established in 1988. The department is well-known for its rich expertise and facilities. There are a total of a hundred and ten teachers
in the department, including two academicians from China Engineering Academy and China Science Academy, thirty professors
and twenty doctoral student tutors. Teachers who have been abroad on research or visiting programs went to different countries,
among them there is one academician of France Architecture Academy and two honorary fellows of the American Institute
Architectects. Intemationally renowned architects such as |. M. Pei and Kisho Kurokawa have been employed as honorary profes-
sors by the department. The department possesses seven specialized and teaching laboratories and runs comprehensive joint
intemational programs with leading universities from other countries which attract a large numiber of students. It plays a leading role
among architecture departments of universities in China and enjoys a high reputation both at home and abroad. At present there is
an enroliment of 750 undergraduate students, 280 Master's degree students and 132 PhD students in the department.

Tongji University has made remarkable achievements in research and teaching in the field of architecture for many years. In the
sixties of last century, Prof. Jizhong Feng advocated Architectural Space Theory which had a great influence upon both architectural
academic research and on architectural teaching in China. Since the economic reform in China, the teaching of architectural
programs at Tongji University has been developing in pace with the construction undertakings in Shanghai and China. At present
studies on architecture are focused on the subjects in the following nine fields: architectural thinking and design methodology, large
public buildings and inteligent space, the protection and restoration of historic buildings, urban renewal and design, architectural
complex and mega-structure, digital technology and architectural design, human settlement science and housing design, high
technology and architectural creation, and architectural theory and review. All of these studies feature a parallel emphasis on
globalization and localization conceptually, on new technology and cuttural tradition methodologically. As based in Shanghai, and
serving the metropolis the department has integrated the advantages both in the course of study and in locations and has estab-
lished the most typical of group of courses of study for metropolitan architectural studies in the country.

The department is characteristic of openness, practicality and innovation. In the earlier years, it embraced professors who were
educated in China and those who retumed to China from Germany, Austria, France, America, the former Soviet Union and Poland
upon completing their studies abroad. With the diverse academic backgrounds of the faculty members as well as through some
practical works and cooperation with world class universities and architects, the teaching in the department has developed a char-
acteristic of openness, tolerance and diversity which is aiso the characteristic of the city Shanghai. The architecture course is mainly
devoted to provide education to students who are mainly to become registered architects and interior designers, and are expected
to be of versatile and composite type and capable to take jobs in a range of professions and to be competent for advanced technical
and management work in design and planning in medium-size and big cities. The programs run by the dseparlment are popular with
employers throughout China, for the graduates meet the urgent need of the country very well in itseconomic construction.

The (Selected Design works by Architectural Students of Tongji University) is a fine collection of nearly a hundred design made



in recent three years by students ranging from the first to fifth year undergraduates. A wide variety of works are on display including
architectural and urban design projects, basic training like graphic design, spatial and color compositions and studies ceramic
crafts.

The collection is based on an “Exhibition of Design Works by Architectural Students of Tongji University” held between 25th and
30th May 2001 in Shanghai Art Gallery. It was the first time for College of Architecture & Urban Planning, Tongji University to display
their achievements in teaching to the public. The exhibition was also the first public display of students' design works in architecture
in China. The exhibition was arranged in a lively way without following the teaching process, which caused a sensation in the public
and attracted a huge number of visitors. The works on display were selected not to demonstrate the teaching process, but to reveal
the students' passion for creativity, pursuit of art and inspiration in thinking. The adoption of such selection criteria and exhibition
strategy reflected the efforts made by teachers in exploring the contents and methodology in architectural teaching as well as the
discussions and thoughts on the subject of architecture proper. The urban construction in Shanghai is booming, which provides the
teaching an ideal atmosphere for practice. More importantly, it helps establish a real and realistic caliber for assessing teaching in
terms of its orientations, contents, methods and quality. In recent three years, the department has given students the freedom to
choose teachers as well as the topics that are provided by teachers with respect to the requirement of the design course. This way
of course offering has encouraged teachers to take more initiatives in teaching the design course and to concentrate more on the
subject of architecture itself with respect to teaching contents and methods.

It did not come as a surprise that the name of “Tectonic in Tongji University” was proposed to reflect the characteristics of
architecture teaching at Tongji University in a discussion about a proper name for the publication of the displayed works. Smart and
appealing as the name appeared to be, some teachers held that such a name could sound too pretentious. The current name of
"Meticulous pondering and Creative Thinking" has been agreed to be appropriate for a selection of designs by architectural students,
for it well catches the teaching tradition at Architecture Department, Tongji University. It was Professor Jizhong Feng who was invited
to write an inscription for the Exhibition. He was one of the few professors who established the department and has devoted himself
to the studies in architecture for decades.

Architectural design is both an engineering technology and a creative art. The rapid development of Shanghai advances higher
requirements to both teachers and students, which in tum inspires them in their pursuit of artistry and creativity. As suggested by the
inscription of "Meticulous Pondering and Creative Thinking', the education provided by the Architecture Department, Tongji Univer-
sity aims at helping students to achieve mutual transformation between creative thinking and strict training in engineering technology,
to catch the noumenon in design thinking and operation process. "Meticulous Pondering and Creative Thinking' has been set as the
departmental motto at the Architecture Department, Tongji University.

Tianwei Mo
Head of Architecture Department

College of Architecture & Urban Planning Tongji University
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