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Preface

“Age is foolish and forgetful when it underestimates youth.”

J. K. ROWLING,
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

People all over the world, regardless of race, religion or creed all seem to attach great importance
to the celebration of youth. In fact, in many countries, over most of the world, Children’s Day or
some other similar day of a different name is set aside for the express purpose of showing how
much we as a society value and cherish our youth. Elaborate events and festivities are planned,
people of all ages participate, and everyone extols the seemingly unquestionable importance of

“youth.”
But, what is so important about youth, and why should we celebrate it in the first place?

The most common answer is the one we hear any parent, teacher and even politician exclaim
without any hesitation when asked — Young people are our future! Now, while on the surface
this seems glaringly obvious, I find myself asking what exactly do we all mean by these words we

seem to utter so reflexively!

While I have so many fond memories growing up, I remember back in my school days, I always
worried about what other people thought of me, insecure of how I looked, dressed and acted,
overwhelmed with homework and rules that seemed to be forced upon me by my parents, my
teachers and all the other adults in my life. As [ was growing up, I truly couldn’t wait to finish
school, become an adult, get a job and get out into the real world — basically, I couldn’t wait to

cast off my youth and grow up! And, curiously, I remember most of my friends feeling the same!

Perhaps it’s one of life’s ironies that when we are young many of us can’t wait to leave our youth
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behind, yet as adults, most of us end up longing for the days of our long gone youth.

It’s funny, but I remember one day back in Canada when I was young. We were in the middle
of a huge snowstorm and all the streets were blanketed in several feet of snow. I remember my
mum and dad complaining about having to dig the car out of the snow, fearful of driving on the
icy slick streets to work, whining about the cold, about the terrible storm they were forced to
suffer. Although, I still so clearly till today remember the look my brother and I gave each other
at the time; we both couldn’t wait to get out there in their “terrible” storm, we couldn’t wait to
climb that towering mountain of snow left over by the street cleaners on the side of the road,
we couldn’t wait to lie down and make angel impressions in the powdery white snow, and being

boys, we especially couldn’t wait to pelt each other with snowballs!

So, now when I think about why we celebrate youth, I realize it’s because it’s our youth that sees
our problems as games, as fun to be had, whereas adults often only see burdens to bear, realities
to accept and live with. It’s our youth that sees the potential for angels where we adults see only

obstacles.

The world today faces some of its greatest challenges, with economies in turmoil all over the
world, environmental catastrophe looming, war, poverty, inequality and suffering, this is the
world we adults have created and seem unable to change. While it’s our youth, who are left to
pick up the pieces of the mess we’ve made. If the youth truly are our future, then it begs the

question, what kind of future do we wish to leave them exactly?

We adults tend to so easily dismiss the ideas put forth by our youth as being naive, innocent and
unrealistic. As a teacher, I have at times fallen prey to this “grown up” thinking myself! However,
unburdened by experience, unfettered by the realities of the world, and armed with an idealism
often only found in innocence, it is in fact our youth that offer us the best chance we have of

overcoming the challenges we all face, of creating the “ideal” world we all truly wish to live in.

So, to finish off where I began — Why DO we all believe in celebrating youth?

Well, in the end, I can answer only for myself...
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For me, when I am asked why I became a teacher, I realize now that it is because of the unbound
potential I see in my kids, the dreams they foster in their hearts, their unbridled youthful spirit,
and their unwavering optimism towards life, all of which give me hope, all of which make me too

long for the days of my youth!

Put simply, without even realizing it at the time, I became a teacher because I chose to celebrate

youth!

Kirk Dane Fernandes
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