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New Zealand is a country of immense® beauty: gla-
cial mountains, fastflowing rivers, deep., clear lakes.,
hissing geysers and boiling mud. There are abundant for-
est reserves, deserted beaches and a variety of fauna,
such as the kiwi®, endemic to its shores. Situated about
1600km south-east of Australia it stretches 1600km from
north to south, consisting of two large islands and a

smattering of smaller islands.

Introduction

The New Zealand archipelago is located in the South

Pacific and is comprised of three large islands (the North

@ immense adj. %) KB, LHAY, <O >IEE Y
@  kiwi n. [ 5 UL CFFITE 2 RIS, <HO> 8
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Island, South Island and Stewart Island) and several hun-
dred smaller offshore islands. The country’s landmass@®
has an area of 270, 500 km”, and stretches from 48°
South to latitude 34° South. The climate of the main
islands is maritime and temperate, while its outlying
islands vary climatically from subtropical to sub-Antarc-
tic. It is a relatively young country and its landmass is a
result of the collision of the Pacific and Indo-Australian
plates.

Geologists believe that New Zealand broke away
from the super-continent Gondwana about 70 million
years ago, before mammals® were established on the
landmass. Once separated from other landmasses by o-

ceans, only plants and animals dispersed by water or

. wind could reach New Zealand. Thus. the New Zealand

flora and fauna evolved in isolation, and is characterized
by a high degree of endangered species®.
In the absence of mammalian competitors and pred-

ators, many of the species of birds and invertebrates in

@ landmass n. Kl
@ mammals n. WHE Y
® endangered species n. Wi T K44 ()49
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New Zealand evolved to occupy ecological niché-s— that

elsewhere in the world were occupied by mammals. The
resulting assemblage of species is both unique and ex-
tremely vulnerable to the arrival of new animals such as

those brought by man.

According to Maori legend, the country was discov—- {
ered over 1000 years ago by Kupe. a great Maori navi-
gator®. Kupe sailed from a place known as Hawaiki,
believed to be Tahiti, to “Aotearoa” (Land of the Long
White Cloud) known today as New Zealand. Today, New

Zealanders are primarily of British descent. The govern-

@ navigator n. {iiiFFK
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ment of New Zealand is a parliamentary democracy, and
the country is a member of the British Commonwealth.

Following the arrival of the first people on its
shores, New Zealand has undergone extreme changes:
waves of human colonization resulted in extinction of
some of New Zealands most unusual fauna, and have left
a number of unique species and ecosystems® with the
dubious distinction of being threatened or endangered.
Many of the current resource management challenges in-
volve issues of biodiversity, ecological integrity and bio-
security.

With its myriad of landforms, New Zealand is an ex-
citing place. The dynamic processes of plate tectonics

that shaped the landmass are ongoing, as is evidenced

. by active volcanoes and occasional earthquakes.

For sports buffs there are vigorous outdoor activities
such as hiking, skiing. rafting and, of course, the old
favourite, bungee jumping®., awaiting your enthusiasm.

You can swim with dolphins, gambol with newborn

@ ecosystem n. ARG
@  bungee jumping n. BBk . & L R EGR R AT T
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lambs, whale-watch or fish for trout in the many streams.
The people, bound in a culture that melds European
with Maori ancestry, are resourceful, helpful and over-
whelmingly friendly. The extraordinary place names; like
Te Awamutu, Whangamomona or Paekakariki are won-
derfully resonant and., with a modicum of practice, easy

to pronounce.

Because it"s such a compact place, travel within
New Zealand, whether by plane, bus, rail or car, is af-
fordable and efficient. Accommodation too is good and
varied from wonderful homesteads to internationally

recognised hotels and resorts. And the culinary promise
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