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Abstract

The quantity of the extant ancient seals is quite considerable, until now it is unable to
make the accurate statistics. The earliest of the ancient seals is basically during the Warring
States period.

The seals of Warring States, mainly the official seals and private seals of the eastern
states outside Qin State, is the kind of the characters material of this period which has a large
quantity. Now more and more people are paying attention to their value in in the ancient times
characters development, the official system, the historical geography, the surname condition,
the thought custom and ancient art and so on. Looked from the subject of characters, the
importance of the characters on the ancient seals is more prominent. Besides the bamboo slip,

~ the ancient seals are the characters material of the Warring States period which has the most
quantity. During the Warring states period, the quantity of the ancient seals single character
which is not repeated is much more than that of characters on the bronzes, the coins and the

~ earthenwares. It’s the extremely important material on the study of characters of the Warring

- States period.
: Now, GUXI HUIBIAN ({ 5 EI5:4%)) is the most complete seals collection document.
People who research the seals of Warring States get enormous convenience from it. The
scholars have gotten many achievements on it. This book primary published from 1981, up to
now , there are already more than 20 years. The museum and the cultural relics organizations,
the university museum and the ancient seals collector all edited and published the ancient
seals books one after another. The considerable amount of them have to seen in the various
~ predecessors book of ancient seals description, but there are many seals of Warring States
. which were not collected in GUXI HUIBIAN ({ &EE%45)) . We also attach very great
importance to the considerable amount seals of Warring States documents which were not
collected in GUXI HUIBIAN ({ 77 EE%4% ) ) . Some of them are the ancient seals collection
which were published in the past time, some are the ancient seals collection which were
dited by the public and private unit or in individual beyond the border .
In this article, the account of the seals of Warring States which were collected in the
various predecessors ancient seals collections and the seals of the eastern states during the

Warring States period (including stampded clays) were collected by the author amounts to

fJf

more than 10,000. The seals of Warring States which were collected in this article, have been

added transcriptions and noted nationality one by one. The author makes effort to reflect the




Jast academic research results, at the same time notes the details of the seals of Warring States
which book has edited them and where collected them as far as possible, in order to makes the
readers understand the details of their spreading and collection and gives the readers
advantage to check the original books. Further more, the author gives the explanations in the
explained" item to all sorts of situations which needed to explain of some seals of Warring
States. Some are pointed out the seals of Warring States unearthed situation, some are
collected scholars’ achievements of study and explication, some are stated individual study
attainments. The author attempts to reflect the every year’s situation of concrete academic
achievements on the seals of Warring States. So this article has the characteristic of the
summary and the collection of explanation. In this way , with his individual slim strength, the
author wants to make the readers understand the every year’s concrete academic
achievements on the seals of Warring States conveniently, and makes the development of the
study of the Warring States’ seals more better and more quickly. The author doesn’t explain
reluctantly the seals of Warring States which has been collected in this article and can’t gives
the correct expianation temporarily.

There are several appendices after this article, such as appendix one: The contents of the
ancient seals collections that have been readed by the author . According to many kinds

correlative documents and the ancient seals collections that have been readed, the author edits

_ it again. In this way ,we can comprehensively understand the situation that all previous
: - dynasties edited and collected the ancient seals collections. It might provide the convenience

 to the reorganization and study of the seals of Warring States further more in the future.

' Key word: Seals of Warring States; Stamp Clays; Collection; The Collection of Studies; Seals Collection;

Characters of Warring States
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