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Preface

Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has developed to more than 10, 000 kinds of medicinal
materials by now from 365 kinds recorded by The Holy Farmer’ s Classic Of Materia Medica and
1892 kinds according to the Compendium Of Materia Medica by Li Shizhen. In the rich treasure —
house of Chinese medicine and pharmacology, the recently published Encyclopedia Of Chinese Mate-
ria Medica covers the historical data from the ancient times to 1911, fully reflecting the substantial
contents of the historical records on medicine and pharmacology of the passed ages of China. It also
wrote down a huge chapter for the thriving and prosperity of the Chinese nation and the health of
mankind. The People’ s Republic of China has achieved tremendous successes in developing the Chi-
nese medicine and pharmacology cause since her establishment. Especially, the international ex-
changes are growing more and more along with the deep — going reform and open — the — door policies
since 1980s, and even more particularly, the great demand for medicinal natural products rising
worldwide adds a strong motive force in developing the Chinese medicine and pharmacology cause.
Lots and lots of exploitations of resources, composition, pharmacology and new preparation of medic-
inal materials serve as more powerful propellants during its developing process. It is urgent to have
the accomplishments in the development of traditional Chinese medicine induced and systematized for
reference in further research and application on the occasion of the science and technology being
changing with each passing day. For this purpose we organized a large team of experts to compile
such an epoch — making monumental work on traditional Chinese medicine based on the completed
Huge Dictionary of Traditional Chinese Materia Medica

Since the compiling work set out in 1990, the Huge Dictionary of Traditional Chinese Materia
Medica had been finally finished and then published through ten years of full cooperation between
over 300 specialists, professors and scholars from 32 universities and colleges and scientific research
institutions, ie China Pharmaceutical University, China Medico — Pharmaceutical Science & Tech-
nology Publishing House, Botany Institute of Chinese Academy of Sciences of Jiangsu Province,
Shenyang Pharmaceutical University, Jiangsu Provincial Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine
and Materia Medica, Nanjing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Nanjing Medical Univer-
sity, Tianjin Institute of Pharmaceutical Research, Institute of Materia Medica of Chinese Academy
of Medical Sciencs, Institute of Medicinal Plant Development of Chinese Academy of Medical Sci-
ences, Institute of Dermatology of Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, China Academy of Tradi-
tic nal Chinese Medicine, Changchun College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Zhejiang College of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shandong College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chinese Patent

Medicine Information Station of Information Centre of the former State Pharmaceutical Adminstra-



tion, Shanxi Provincial Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Materia Medica, Hebei Medical
University, Shanghai Municipal Museum of Traditional Chinese Medicine Literature, Sichuan Insti-
tute of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Materia Medica, Shenyang Medical College, Shanghai Sec-
ond Military Medical University, Nanjing Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Jiangsu Provin-
cial Institute of Materia Medica, Shanxi College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, etc. It is a huge
work of historic significance on modern medicinal materials and meets a great deal of affection of
readers both at home and abroad. However, as a result of its too extensive and comprehensive con-
tent, it is expected to make a revision and systematization from the angle of traditional Chinese
medicine items. It is the reason we had the Compendium of Modern Materia Medica compiled with
related data accepted or rejected. Its publication at the end of the century will see a grand occasion for
it summarized the achievements in traditional Chinese medicine of the passing century and Pours fresh
vitality into the development of traditional Chinese medicine of the following century. Here, our
heartfelt thanks are due. To the leaders of all the cooperative, institutions and a number of our
friends within or outside of the country, for their strong backing and great contributions to both the
compilation and publication of the Compendium of Modern Materia Medica. And at the same time,
to the leader and vice — leaders of the reading and editing group, and the whole staff of the reading
and editing office as well , for their industrious work for the book’ & coming out. We also cherish a
great feeling and deeply memory of the experts passed away during the compilation of the book!
Although being revised again and again, the Compendium of Modern Materia Medica can not
be free from imperfection and inappropriateness for the too extensive content involved. We sincerely

hope the reading public criticize and point out the shortcomings and mistakes so that they can be cor-

rected in the revised edition.

Editors
March, 2000
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